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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to CRS141: Church History |. GiurHistory is a
two-semester course of 2 credits each, and is ablailfor first year
students of the Christian Theology Programme. Titg part, Church

History examines the Origin of the Church and kvelopment to the
time of the Protestant Reformation. Church Histbrgonsists of 14
study units. The Course Guide introduces you totwima course is all
about; course materials you will require, and infation on how you
can work your way through the material. It alsohtights assignments
(tutor — marked assignments) as part of the remargs for this course.

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN IN THIS COURSE

The study of Church History will enable you to hawsight to the

unique heritage that belongs to the Christian falthis uniqueness of
Christianity is rooted in history; God became mad &ved in time and

space in the person of Christ.

You will also study and commit to memory, definitgoof Church and
of its History. In addition, you will acquai yourself with values,
benefits and purposes of Church History.

You will also learn the formation of Christianitthe various stages of
development, trials and persecutions and the firabry won in 380
A.D., when Christianity became the sole religiortted Roman Empire.
You will study the development of papacy, the dghiment of
monasteries and that of medieval learning and vjorsh

Finally you will discover through your reading aaslsignments, factors
that led to the Protestant Reformation of the eaéihh Century and also
acquaint yourself with the major Protestant Refagane

COURSE AIMS

This course encourages you to:

I Study the birth of Jesus Christ, the Faemof Christianity in
Bethlehem of Judea.

ii. Study the atmosphere of the Jewrsdtion as charged with
religious emotionalism and political discontent.
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iii. Study the life of Jesus at about thirgays of age when John the
Baptist proclaimed him the Messiah.

V. Learn about Christ’'s ministry of teachiauigd healing.

V. Discover the events that led to QGhgeucifixion, burial and
resurrection.

Vi. Know the basic tenets of Christian faithdafactors that made

Christianity an accepted religion in most partshaf world.

vii.  Know the developmental growth of Christigrwith its attendant
chaos from the fourth century to the Reformatidrire early
1500s

COURSE OBJECTIVES
By the end of this course, you should be able to

I Narrate the emergence and triumph of Siamity.

il. State the roles played by the Emperorshimm development and
stability of Christianity.

iii. Describe the growth of papacy and abuseshe church that
eventually led to Protestant Reformation.

V. Identify the role played by Church Fatherdashioning the rules

of faith.

V. Describe the reconciliatory moves madethiy Emperors and
Popes.

Vi. List the motives behind crusades and thegultant effects on
Christianity.

vii.  Describe the Christian Church and theinaites during the Dark
Ages.

viii. Describe the invention of printing ggs and its effects on
Christianity.

IX. Describe the origin of some denominatiodlalirches and their
founders.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

To complete this course you are required to readstiidy units, read
suggested books and other materials that wilh hy@u achieve the
objectives. Each unit contains self-assessmenageessment purposes.
There will be final examination at the end of theurse. The course
should take you a total of about 15 weeks to cotapldasted below are
the major components of the course.
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COURSE MATERIALS

Course Guide Study Units Recommended Textbooks
ASSIGNMENT FILE

STUDY UNITS

There are fourteen study units in this course. Rathshould take you
about two hours to work through. The fourteen uaits divided into
three modules. Two modules contain 5 units eaclevthe last module
contains 4 units.

These are arranged as follows:

Module 1  Ancient Church History — 30 — 100 A.D

Unit 1 The Birth of the Christian Church

Unit 2 The Growth and Expansion of tlali Church

Unit 3 Persecutions and Victories of @eurch 100 — 313 A.D
Unit4 Formation of New Testament Canon

Unit 5 The Church Fathers and the Graofthiturgy

Module 2  The Imperial Church — 313 — 476 A.D

Unit 1 Reconciliatory Councils and CrakDevelopment
Unit 2 Rise of Monasticism and their developise

Unit 3 The Growth of Power in the Ron@imurch

Unit 4 The End of Western Roman Empire

Unit 5 Consolidation of Papal Power #émel Rise of Islam

Module 3 The Medieval Church — 476 — 1453 A.D

Unit 1 The Holy Roman Empire

Unit 2 The Crusades

Unit 3 Invention of Printing Press atite Forerunners of the
Reformation

Unit 4 Renaissance Period to the DawRefbrmation

Each unit includes a table of contents, introdutgpecific objectives,
recommended textbooks and summaries of key issndsiceas. At
intervals in each unit, you will be provided withnamber of exercises
or self — assessment questions. These are to belfeyt yourself on the
materials you have just covered or to apply thensome way. The
value of these self — test is to help you gauger ymogress and to

vi
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reinforce your understanding of the materiat. least, one tutor —
marked assignments will be provided at the efdeach unit. The
exercise and the tutor-marked assignments will lyelp in achieving
the stated learning objectives of the individuatsiand of the course.

TEXTBOOKS AND REFERENCES

Cairns, Earle. E. (1981Thristianity through the Century: A History of
the Christian Church. (Rev. & Enlarged Ed.) Grand Rapids: Zondervan
Publishing House.

Burns, Edward McNall Ralph, Philip Lee Lerner, Rdb&. and
Meacham. (1986). StandisWorld Civilizations (Vol.1, 7th Edition)
New York: W.W. Norton & Company.

Hurlbut, Jesse Lyman (198The Sory of the Christian Church, Grand
Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House.

Dowley, Tim (ed.). (1996)Lion Handbook: The History of Christianity
Singapore: Lion Publishing Plc.

Houghton, S.M. (2001)Sketches from Church History. Great Britain:
The Barth Press.

ASSIGNMENT FILE

All the details of the assignments you must sulmityour tutor for
marking will be found in this file. You must gepassing grade in these
assignments in order to pass this course. In thigrasent file itself and
in the section on assessment within this Coursed&uadditional
information will be found.

There are ten (10) assignments in this course. Wilegover: The Birth
of the Christian Church (modulel, unit 1)

The Apostolic Church and the Church among the Gen{module 1,
unit 2)

The causes of Imperial persecutions and their stagedule 1, unit 3)
The Council of Nicea of 325 A.D and the resolutigmedule 2, unit 1)
Causes of the rise of monasteries and their demedafs (module 2, unit
2)

The Character of the Roman Church and the trandfats Capital
(module 2, unit 3)

vii
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Factors that led to the down fall of Western Ror&ampire (module 2,
unit 4)

The Crusades and their effects on the cata#an of the Church
(module 3, unit 2)

The role of Printing press in the spread of thepgbgmodule 3, unit 3)
Forerunners of the Protestant Reformation and Reaace (module 3,
units 3 & 4)

ASSESSMENT

The course will be assessed in two aspects. TheseTator-marked
assignments
Written examination

For you to do the assignments very well, it is etpe of you to apply
information, knowledge and techniques obtained ftbm course. You
must endeavor to submit the assignments to yowr tiar marking,

before the deadlines given in the assignment Titee assignments will
count for 30 % of examination, of which you wilt #or at the end of the
course, and will also count for 70% of your totaurse work. The
examination will be of two hours duration.

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

This course consists of 10 tutor-marked assignméitie best three
assignments with the highest marks will be couritedyou. You are
encouraged to submit all your assignments. Easigm®ent counts
10% towards your total course mark.

In the Assignment file, you will find all the assigent questions for all
units. To demonstrate your understanding of thessyudo not depend
only on information obtained from the units to arswhe question. Go
to the library, read and research very well to wbiaore information on
the course.

After completing each assignment, send it to yatort Try your best to
get each assignment across to your tutor on ordéfe dates given in
the Assignment file. However, if it becomes ospible for you to
submit any of those assignments on time, pleasgdet tutor know
before the due date. After due consideration, yoghtnbe given an
extension.

viii
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FINAL EXAMINATION AND GRADING

To prepare for this examination, revise all theaareovered in this
course. Revision of all the exercise and the totarked assignments
before the examination will also be of help to ydue revision should

start after you have finished studying thestl unit. This final

examination will be of three hours’ duration. Ishevalue of 70% of the
total course grade.

COURSE MARKING SCHEME

This table shows how the actual course markingakdn down

Assessment Marks

Assignments Four assignments, best three marks of
the four count at 30% of course marks.

Final Exam 70 % of Overall Courses marks

Total 100 % of Course marks

COURSE OVERVIEW

The units, the number of weeks it would take yoadmplete them, and
the assignments that follow them are outlined entdble below:

Duration
Unit [Title of Work (weeks)  JAssignment
Course Guide 1
Module 1
1 The Birth of the Christian 1 Assignment 1
Church
2 The Growth and Expansion of [1
the Early Church Assignment 2
3 The Persecutions and Victoriesl
of the Church Assignment 3
4 Formation of New Testament |1
Canon Assignment 4
5 The Church Fathers and the [1
Growth of Liturgy Assignment 5
Module 2
1 Reconciliatory Councils and 2
Creede Development
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2 Rise of Monasteries and Their |1
Develcpments Assichnment 6
3 The Growth of Power inthe |2
Roman Church

4 The enc of Westert Roman 1 Assicnment 7
Church
5 Consolidation of Papal power |2
anc the Rise of Islam
Module 3
1 The Holy Roman Empire 1
2 The Crusades 2 Assignment 8
3 Invention of Printing press and|1
the forerunners of the Assignment 9
Reformation
4 Renaissance 1 Assignment 10
15 Revision
16 Examination

HOW TO GET THE MOST THIS COURSE

In distance learning, the study units replace thigarsity lecturer. Thus
one of the advantages of distance learning isythkatcan read the course
materials at your own pace, at anytime and anywlexercises to test
your understanding of the material are providedach unit. There is a
common format for all the units. The first itemtlse introduction to
what the unit will be introducing you into. Thenotluction also shows
you how a particular unit is related to other umitgl to the course as a
whole. After the introduction, you will see the etjives. The objectives
indicate what you are expected to achieve aftelystg the unit. So you
should keep it handy so as to constantly check amnitor yourself in
terms of achieving those objectives.

The main body of the unit guides you through thguneed readings
from other sources. Exercises, as was mentionestdyedre provided at
intervals throughout the reading materials. Answershose exercises
are provided at the end of each unit. Don't toyskip any of the
exercises. Try to do them as you meet them whading. This will help

to do your tutor marked assignments and also tgavee you for

examinations.

The following is a practical strategy for studyitige reading materials.
If you encounter any problem, contact your tutod dre/she will be
available to help you out.
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Read this Course Guide thoroughly.
Provide a timetable for yourself and take nofettee time you are
required to spend on each unit and always stitkddimetable

FACILITATORS/TUTORS AND TUTORIALS

There are 8 hours of tutorials (eight hours) predido support this
course. The dates, times, and locations of theseidls will be made
available to you, together with the name and addoégour tutor.

Your tutor will mark the assignments. Take notetltd comments he
might make and remember to send your assgtsnbefore the
deadline. In case you will not meet the deadlinekensure you notify
your tutor. The tutor will return your assignmetasyou after he must
have marked them.

Try your best not to skip any of the tutorials. 98 because that is the
only chance you have of meeting your tutor and yellow students.
And your tutor will more easily solve probis encountered while
reading the course materials.

SUMMARY

CRS141 intends to introduce you to the world of ©€huHistory. By

the time you complete this course, you would havewkn major stages
of the developments of Christianity from the Ea@iiurch or Ancient
History of Church 5 BC — AD 590, to the Medievalu€th, AD 590 —

1517. Therefore, the successful completion of ¢bigrse will aid you to
answer these questions without much difficulty:

What is the nature of Church History? What arelieefits of Church
History?

How did the formation of the Church come into exste? Why did
Christians become subjects of imperial attacks? tWhd to the
formation of Creeds and Liturgy?

What were the roles of the Church Fathers in thro@&ation of the
Scriptures?

How did Christianity become the sole religion oé tRoman Empire?
What led to the development of monasteries?
What led to the conduction of the Crusades?
How did the invention of the Printing Preaffect the spread of

Xi
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Christianity?

Who were John Wycliffe, Jerome and John Huss?
How did the Renaissance prepare the wiay the Protestant
Reformation?

The questions are inexhaustible. There are morecgouanswer. We
wish you success with the course and hope thatwjiduind it both
helpful and interesting. In the longer term, we éagpu will enjoy your
acquaintance with NOUN.

Xii
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MODULE 1 ANCIENT CHURCH HISTORY-30-100 A.D

Unit 1 The Birth of the Christian Church

Unit 2 The Growth and Expansion of tlali Church

Unit 3 Persecutions and Victories of theu@h 100 — 313 A.D
Unit 4 Formation of New Testament Canon

Unit 5 The Church Fathers and the Groofthiturgy

UNIT 1 THE BIRTH OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1  Definitions of Church
3.2  Definitions of History and Church History
3.3  Benefits of Church History
3.4  The Birth of Jesus Christ
3.5  The Ministry of Jesus Christ
3.6  The Death, Burial, Resurrection and Asaan of Jesus
Christ
3.7  The Tenets of Christ’'s Teachings
3.8  The Church at Pentecost
3.9 The Gospel Testimony
3.10 The Spirit of Oneness in the Early Church
3.11 The Fall of Jerusalem
3.12 Doctrinal System and the Institutionted Church
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The first unit will introduce you to the definitisrof ‘Church’ and that
of ‘Church History’ itself. It will discuss the lily, ministry, death, and
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ; plantingCairistianity and the
Church. This unit is very important because it ghts pace for other
subsequent units of this course. Therefore, theifspebjectives and
outline below are what you should expect to leasmfthis unit.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

explain the origin of the Christian Church
analyse the teachings and miracles of Jesus Glasstribe the unity that
existed in the Early Church.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Definitions of Church
Definition of the word ‘Church’

The word Church ekklesia) comes from two Greek wordsgk”
meaning "out" andKaleo" meaning "to call".This is the Greek word
that was used to translate the Hebrew wordkahal in the Septuagint
(LXX). It has to be noted thatkahal is used in Hebrew to denote the
assembly of the Israelites.In Christian usage, the term signifies a
gathering of people who were once in darkness Iskfaeligions or
teachings but now called out into the marveloultligf the Lord Jesus
Christ. Therefore, the Church is a body of peopt® welieve in Jesus
as the Messiah and who joined to the organizatiginated by Him
(SDA Bible Dictionary, 1976)

Note that Jesus Christ Himself mentioned the wt@dhurch”, twice in
the Bible. The first one is "Matthew 16:18 "On thgk, | will build my
Church". The second is Matthew 18:17 "Tell it te tBhurch".

The Apostle Paul also mentioned in his teachings the Church of
God is one. According to him, this Church is noirfaun organization; it
is God’'s workmanship (Eph. 2:10), created otomdance with His
eternal purpose in Christ. Therefore, Pauline doetof the Church, is
that of the household or family of God (Eph. 2:1&)nsisting of those
who are adopted by God as sons and heirs in fitist International
Standard Bible Encyclopedia)

3.2  Definition of History
History may be defined (Earle E. Cairns, 1981)rdsrpreted record of

the socially significant human past, based on degaihdata collected by
scientific method from archaeological, literary Jismg sources.
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3.3  Definition of Church History

Church History therefore is the interpreted reaufrthe origin, progress,
and impact of Christianity on human society basedogyanized data
gathered by scientific method from archeolagicdocumentary, or
living sources. Finally, Church History is thetdrpreted, organized
story of the redemption of man and the earth.

3.4  Benefits of Church History

Perhaps, from the outset, you should know the htsnafie will derive
from the study of Church History. Some of the pmynaalues (Cairns
1981) are as follow:

I. It links the past factual data of the iStian gospel with the
future proclamation and application of that gosipeh present
synthesis that create understanding of owatgheritage and
inspiration for its further proclamation and apption.

. It answers the puzzling query concernihg present over three
hundred Christian religious groups in Nigeria.

iii. It offers a stabilizing influence in an egf secularism, for one
sees the power of God operating through the Inegeople
transformed by the gospel.

V. The study of Church History offers edificat inspiration, or
enthusiasm that will stimulate high spiritual life

V. One who studies Church History wiibt be parochial or
denominationally myopic; rather he will sense thety of the
true body of Christ throughout the ages.

3.5 The Birth of Jesus Christ

Christian beginnings of course go back several wesg before
Constantine to the time of Jesus. Christianity feamed primarily by
Jesus Christ. The Twelve Apostles and also Apd3Hal and gained
converts steadily thereafter into the church. B hew religion only
became widespread during the chaos of thel tbéntury and only
triumphed in the Roman Empire during the demortbreof the fourth
century. At the time of its humble beginnings nopaduld have known
that Christianity would be decreed the soddigion of the Roman
Empire by the year 380 (Edward M. Burns: 1986).

The books of Matthew, Mark and Luke have clearlguinented the
details about the birth of Christ. Matthew, in biwn account says that
when Jesus’ mother, "Mary had been engaged to Apbapbefore they
lived together, she was found to be with a chilehfrthe Holy Spirit".

3
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Her husband was not pleased with it; he theref@engd to divorce her
secretly. At that point, the Lord appeared to hinaidream not to leave
Mary, because the child in her womb was from thdyH8pirit. "She
will bear a Son and you shall call his name Jekarshe will save his
people from their sins." (Matt.1:18-21)

Jesus was born soon after that above encounteawitingel of the Lord
at Bethlehem of Judea in the time of King Herode Tdéise men from
the East came to pay homage to the newborn Kingtlzatdgnited the
wrath of King Herod, who became jealous and suspgiof any rival

ruler in his own domain. The angel of the Lord wetrthe parents of
baby Jesus to take him to Egypt. They were thetd the death of

Herod. Then, the family was instructed again tovée&gypt and they
came to the district of Galilee, where they madsgrthome in a town
called Nazareth (Matt.2: 1-23).

Luke, also in his account, agreed with Matthew asghve his own

supportive evidence that Jesus did live with hieepes at Nazareth. He
added, "The child grew and became strong, fillethwiisdom, and the
favour of God was upon him". Every year his parevest to Jerusalem
for the festival of the Passover. And when he wesve years old, he
went with his parents for the festival. At the tdepphe discussed the
Scriptures freely with the teachers. It was at td@ple, for the first

time, that he made his mission on earth known ® garents, even
though, they did not understand. From that agevisyeill age thirty, he

was with his parents at Nazareth awds obedient to them
(Luke 2:41-52)

As stated earlier, while Jesus was growing up, dwdes under Roman
rule. The atmosphere of the country was charged wiligious
emotionalism and political discontent. Some of pre®ple, notably the
Pharisees, concentrated on preserving the sievaw and looked
forward to the coming of a political messiah whoubrescue the
country from Rome. Most extreme of those who soungipte in politics
were the "Zealots", who wished to overthrow the Romby the use of
arms. Some groups, on the other hand, were noeste in politics at
all. Typical of these were the Essenes, who hoped spiritual
deliverance through asceticism, repentance, andticay union with
God. The ministry of Jesus was clearly molieeda to this pacific
orientation (Edward M. Burns: 1986).

3.6  The Ministry of Jesus Christ
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tibsr when Pontius

4
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Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was trex nfl Galilee, and
his brother Philip the ruler of Iturae, that therd/@f the Lord came to
John, son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He wenauighout the region
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgess of sins. Many
responded positively and were baptized.

And as the people were filled with expectation, alidvere questioning
in their hearts concerning John, whether he mighthe Messiah; John
answered all of them by saying, | baptized you wititer, but one who
is more powerful than | is coming; | am not wortloyuntie the thong of
his sandals, He will baptize you with the Holy &pand fire. Shortly

after that, Jesus appeared before John and wagdzhpthe Holy Spirit

descended upon him in a bodily form like a dovedAnvoice came
from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloveihwou | am well

pleased”. He was about thirty years old when healbdgs ministry

(Luke 3:1-23). He soon gathered his twelve dissipldo labored side
by side with him for the next three years. His eareaccording to

Edward M Burns (1986) was a continuous course efghing and

teaching and of healing the sick, "casting out ld&vrestoring sight to
the blind, and raising the dead. He not only decednshame, greed,
and licentious living, but also set the example deth by a life of

humility and self-denial. Burns said that Christiddeed that he had a
mission to save humanity from error and sin. Heeaddis preaching
and other activities eventually aroused the antsgorof some of the
Chief Priests and conservative rabbis. Thesliked his caustic
references to the legalism of the Pharisees, mseogpt for form and

ceremony, and his scorn for pomp and luxury. Treaydd also that his
active leadership would cause trouble with the Rmnd herefore they
planned for his arrest and crucifixion.

3.7 The Crucifixion of Jesus Christ and Burial

Perhaps, the crucifixion of Jesus marked a graatazl in Christian

history. In one of his visits to the temple, Jestiove away

moneychangers and temporarily restored order thire. Chief Priest
and temple officers were not pleased. They plartnedliminate him.

When the opportunity came, they went through onéehisfdisciples,

Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. He was arresteithea Garden of
Gethsemane and brought before the rulers for tAatordingly, they

brought him into the highest court in Jerusalemerghe was solemnly
condemned for blasphemy and for setting himselfagp'king of the

Jews" and turned over to Pontius Pilate, the Romavernor, for

execution of the sentencéhey had to do this because they had no
legal powers to execute anybody.

It was nine o’clock in the morning on Friday whdrey crucified him.
5
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When it was noon, darkness came over thelevkand until three
o'clock in the afternoon. Jesus Christ comenithis spirit into his
Father's hand and breathed his last and the cudfathe temple was
torn into two, from top to bottom. He died on th@ss between two
thieves on the hill of Golgotha outside Jerusalem.

His body was later laid at the tomb made by Josd¢grimathea. In the
third day, early in the morning, Jesus resurredtédlappeared, first to
Mary, then to the eleven disciples. Their énajpat was previously
shattered, now rekindled. The rest of his followavere quickly

convinced that he had risen from the dead andhhatas truly a divine
being. With their courage restored, they organider little band and
began preaching and testifying in the name of tResen Lord. Thus
one of the world’s great religions was launchedaorourse that would
ultimately convert an empire no less mighty thamm@pa divine being
(Edward M. Burns: 1986).

3.8  The Core of Christ's Teachings

There has never been a complete agreement amoisji&ig as to the
precise teachings of Jesus of Nazareth. The omdgriable records are
the four Gospels, but the earliest of these waswvmittien until at least a
generation after Jesus’ death. According to théefsebf his orthodox

followers, Jesus, the founder of Christianity rdgdahimself as the
Christ, the divine Son of God, who was sent on #aigh to suffer and
die for the sins of humanity. They were convindeat tafter three days
in the tomb, he had risen from the dead and asdemtde heaven,

whence he would come again to judge the world. Gbspels at least
make it clear that he included the following amgbasic teachings:-

the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of hutyani

the Golden Rule;

forgiveness and love of one’s enemies;

repayment of evil with good,;

self-denial;

condemnation of hypocrisy and greed;

opposition to ceremonialism as the essence ofioalig

the imminent approach of the end of the world; and

the resurrection of the dead and the establishmmethe kingdom of
heaven.

Recent research tends to emphasize the last twwesé points as being
at the center of Jesus’ mission (Edward M. Bur886).
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3.9 The Church at Pentecost

It will interest you to note that the official ddgr the establishment of
the Christian Church came after the death of JEwist. Therefore, the
Christian Church began its history as a world moetnon the Day of

Pentecost, in the late spring of the year 31 Aflity days after the

Resurrection of Jesus Christ, and ten days afgeiABcension. During
the ministry of Jesus, his disciples believed tiatvas the long-looked-
for Messiah of Israel, the Christ. According to Huit, these two words
are the same, "Messiah" being Hebrew, and "Chbethg Greek; and
both meaning, "The Anointed One," the Prince of tHeavenly

Kingdom. The Church began in the city of Jerusalamg apparently
was limited to that city and its immediatarroundings during the
earliest years of its history.

A reading of the first six chapters in the BookAafts will show you that
during this early period the apostle Simon Pet¢éechas the leader of
the Church. Though he was not officially appointed,every occasion
Peter comes to the front as the planner, the peeattte wonder-worker
and the defender of the infant church. Hurlburbatsnfirms that this
was not because Peter was the divinely-appointpd po ruler; but as
the result of his promptness in decision, his neesh of speech and his
spirit of leadership. By the side of Peter, thecpcal, we see John, the
contemplative and the spiritual, rarely speaking gx¢er held in high
honor by the believers.

In a church of comparatively small numbers, albme city, all of one
race, all absolutely obedient to the will of thescended Lord, and all in
fellowship with the Spirit of God, little governmiwas needed; but that
litle was given by the twelve apostles as a bdegter being their
spokesman. A sentence in Acts 5:13, intimates ¢verence in which
the apostles were held, both by theliekers and the people
(Jesse Lyman Hurlbut: 1981).

3.10 The Gospel Testimony

You need to know that the Church at Pentecost watotved with the
gift of tongues in order to quickly dissemindatee gospel to many
nations, tribes and tongues. The new Church wasesidowed with the
apostolic miracles to confirm their divine approvBherefore, there was
a need of testimonies to the goodness of the Leidgbmanifested
amongst the new sets of believers. Hurlbut addstbieaweapon of the
church through which the world was to be won, wesstestimony of its
members. According to him, Peter and all the desstand all the
church gave their testimony to the gospel. Whendharch had one
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hundred and twenty members, and the spirit descenpen them, all
became preachers of the Word. Hurlbut furtetates that as the
numbers were multiplied, the witnesses multipliga, every member
spoke as a messenger of Christ, there being siinction between
clergy and laity. According to this topic, you real by now that toward
the close of this period, Stephen has risersuch eminence as a
preacher. This universal testimony was a potentiemice in the rapid
increase of the church.

Hurlbut further confirms the necessity of the miiacs in the apostolic
Church. He says that in the beginning of this nyg#ffort, a handful of

plain people, without arms or social prestige, aith all the powers of
the national church and state arrayed against thewdertaking to

transform a nation, - some super-natural help veasled; and it came in
the form of "mighty works". The apostolic miracleave been named
"bells to call the people to worship”. You will deell to have your

Bible with you and read the third chapter of Actste Apostles. There
you will read of a work of healing wrought at theditiful Gate of the
Temple, immediately followed by a multitude of peopistening to

Peter and submitting to Christ. Also in the fifthapter, there is the
record of a miracle of judgment: the sudden death#\nanias and

Sapphira at Peter's rebuke, as a warning againislsess and

falsehood. Read the first eight chapters of thes Aétthe Apostles and
you will be amazed to see an efflorescence of diyiawer, in the cure
of many diseased people. This power was not limikxhe to Peter,
Stephen or other apostles, rather the Lord wroligbhders and signs”
through all of them. These mighty works attractédrdion, awakened
inquiry, and opened the hearts of multitudes dhfai Christ.

3.11 The Spirit of Oneness in the Early Church

Perhaps, you may want to refer to the Spirit ofn@ss in the early
Church as a "modern day communism,” where evergauty is held in

trust for the betterment of the immediate communityere was a very
strong cord of unity that bounded the communityetbgr in love. May
be, you can also acquaint yourself with the views$lorlbut (1981) as
presented below. He says that the love of Chrawiglg in the hearts of
these people called forth also a love for theiofeldisciples, a unity of
spirit, a joy in fellowship, and especially a séénying interest in the
needy members of the church. You may read for rdetails from the
Acts of the Apostles Chapter five, of how rich dies surrendered
their properties to the less privileged ones withmampulsion. Hurlbut
says that, it was tested in a small communitydelélling within one

city; and in a highly-selected people, all filledthvthe Holy Spirit, in

8
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character aiming to reproduce the principbédsthe Sermon on the
Mount. He said that, that practice arose in theeetaiion of a speedy
return of Christ, at whose coming earthly pesges might be no
longer needed. However, the system developed its rmaral evils, as
the selfishness of Ananias and Sapphira. The syitiis liberal giving
is to be commended, though, with its own weaknessesvery system
operated by human organization.

3.12 The Fall of Jerusalem

Without any question in one’s mind, you are follagithe trends in the
Early Church. By now you should be able to undestaow the Early
Church cared for its poor and needy without anyrelex The
membership of the early church soon included noevsJ®utside
Jerusalem. Interestingly, before the death of thmosfle Paul, the
Gentiles were more in number among Christiansalt wot long when a
sharp distinction between Christian Jews aom-Jews arose. The
Jewish nation saw herself as the custodian of theles of God and that
she was duty bound to tutor other nations. Theegfibwas difficult for
her to comprehend the idea of being under the datoim of another
nation, particularly, a Gentile nation as Rome. bgyyou need to be
reminded that when Christ was born, the Jewislonattas under the
Roman Empire along with other nations. Hurllfti981) says that,
among the many provinces under the rule ofm&othe only land
discontented and disloyal was Judea. He saystti@tlews, by putting
their own interpretation upon their prophetic wrgs, believed that they
were destined to conquer and govern the dyoand having that
confident expectation submitted unwillingly to tiieke of the Roman
emperors. It must be admitted also that many oRbman procurators
or governors utterly failed to comprehend the Jbwlsaracter, and were
needlessly harsh in their dealings. About 66 Al Jews broke out
into open rebellion, hopeless from its very begignifor what could one
of the smallest provinces, whose people were urgchiin war,
accomplish against an empire of a hundred @vehty millions of
people, with a quarter of million disciplined andasoned soldiers?
Moreover, the Jews themselves were broken intaofagt which fought
and slaughtered each other as fiercely as theimmmenemy Rome.
Vespasian, the leading Roman general, led a great mto Palestine,
but was called to Rome to take the imperial thr@amel left the conduct
of the war to his son Titus. After a terrible siegede more terrible by
starvation and civil strife within the walls, thetycwas taken and
destroyed.
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3.13 Doctrinal System and Institution of the Chuch

The following could be considered as the doctrind practice of the
early Church. Hurlbut says that

). Baptism was everywhere the rite of iriba into the church,
mainly by immersion; although there is definite ntien, 120
A.D., of baptism by pouring water upon the headjdating that
it was already a custom.

i) The Lord’s Day was generally obsatyethough not with
strictness as a day absolutely set apart. As dsnipe church was
mainly Jewish, the Hebrew Sabbath was kept; but hecame
increasingly Gentile the first day gradually toile place of the
seventh day. We find before the end of St. Pamlisistry, the
churches meeting on the first day of the week, andhe
Revelation that day is called "The Lord’s day".

iii) The Lord’s Supper was universally obsetv@his began as a
service in the home, like the Jewish Passoverpbwtich it was
an outgrowth. But among Gentile churches the costoose of
celebrating it at a meeting of the church, as @pseuto which
each member brought some share of provision. &il rebuked
the church at Corinth for abuses that had crapttms method of
observance. By the end of the century the Lordipp®r was
everywhere a service held at the meeting-pladeeChristians,
but (probably on account of the persecutions)imgiublic. All,
except members of the church were excluded frons th
celebration, which was held as a "mystery".

V) The recognition of Easter Sunday, the anniversary of our
Lord’s resurrection was sanctioned and growind,vias not by
this time universal.

Also the following is the simple order of servidetime early Church.

)] The Old Testament Scriptures were read, podions of the
apostolic letters, also of the gospels.

i) The psalms of the Bible and Christian hynware chanted iii)
Prayers, unlike those in the synagogues, weretapeous

Iv)  Addresses were freely given by the menayet visiting brethren.

V) At the close of the service frequently therdls Supper was
partaken.
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In almost every aspect, the church of the firstsdags faultless. It was
strong in faith and testimony, pure in characted abundant in love.
But its one defect was lack of missionary zeahdéded the stimulus of
sharp persecution to send it forth on its worldevidission; and that
stimulus it soon received.

4.0 CONCLUSION

In this unit, you have learnt the definitions of &Eth History and the
benefits one could derive by studying the subjgou have also learnt
the facts about the birth, ministry, death and mestion of Jesus Christ.
The last point was the formation of Christian Chuticat began on the
day of Pentecost. Without mincing words, this Umats aroused your
interest in studying Church History.

5.0 SUMMARY

The following is a summary of the major pointshe unit:

Church History began with its founder, Jesus Chtis¢ Rock, upon
whom the church is built. The outpouring of the Y8lpirit on the day
of Pentecost was a clear manifestation of the aggpwaf the Trinity that
Church of God is the agent of salvation. The Spiritnity in the Early
Church made its witness effective.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. What are the four major benefits one @arnve from the study of
Church History?

2. When did Church of Christ begin itsstory as a world
movement?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Cairns, Earle. E. (1981Thristianity through the Century: A History of
the Christian Church. (Rev. & Enlarged Ed.) Grand Rapids:
Zondervan Publishing House.

Burns, Edward McNall Ralph, Philip Lee Lerner, Rdb&. and
Meacham, Standish (1986World Civilizations (Vol.1, 7th
Edition) New York: W.W. Norton & Company.

Hurlbut, Jesse Lyman, (198The Sory of the Christian Church. Grand
Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House.

11



CRS141 CHURCH HISTORY |

Dowley, Tim (ed.). (1996l.ion Handbook: The History of Christianity
Singapore: Lion Publishing Plc.

Houghton, S.M. (2001)Sketches from Church History. Great Britain:
The Barth Press.

12



CRS141 MODULE 1
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

From the first unit, you have acquired the knowked{ the birth of the
Christian Church and her leaders who worked hambutture the infant
Church. In this unit, you will study the growth aedpansion of the
early Church. One of the major points is the eshbient of Churches
through the ministries of the Apostles in Samand Antioch. This unit
also has an exciting account of Paul's missionawyrjeys and their
joyous ends. Therefore, we need to encourage ydak®notice of the
successive stages of the expansion of the EarlyoBhu

2.0 OBJECTIVES
After completing this unit, you should be able to:

narrate the story of Stephen

identify the contribution of Philip to the growth the Christian

Church

narrate the invitation of Peter to Joppa and Caesar

narrate the first Council of the Apostolic ChurdhJarusalem describe
the supportive ministry of Barnabas to Saul
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analyze the four journeys made by Paul describeptrsecution of
Emperor Nero.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Stephen’s Preaching, his Death and Involvemt of Saul

You will notice that the Christian Church that bega a small way, and
then later became enlarged on the day of Pentbeoststed peoples of
various backgrounds with diverse cultural heritags. you read the

sixth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, you weidlsily discover that
the infant Church had a problem in her hands tolves The immediate

problem was that of neglect or marginalization. It said that there
was a complaint in the church at Jerusalem, thetardistribution of the

funds for the poor, the families of the Grecian Sew Hellenists were
neglected. The apostles called the church togeéimetr,proposed that a
board of seven men be chosen for this service. plais was adopted,
and of the seven men appointed, the first namedStaghen, "a man
full of faith and of the Holy Spirit." Others wenthilip, Prochorus,

Nicanor, Timon Parmenas, and Nickolaus. They hasehmen stand
before the apostles, who prayed and laidr tiands on them.
(Acts 6:5-6) Hurlbut said that, although chosen tftg church’s social

ministry, Stephen soon attracted notice as a pegachrom the

accusation against him when the Jewish rulers teddsm, and from

the tenor of his address at the trial, it is evidéat Stephen proclaimed
Jesus as a Saviour not only for Jews, but alsoGentiles of every

nation. Stephen was the first in the church to hthe vision of a

world-wide gospel; and it was that which caused tarbecome the first
Christian martyr.

Among those who heard Stephen, and were arouseshger by his
utterances, thoroughly repugnant to the Jewish mwas$ a young man
from Tarsus, on the coast of Asia Minor, named Skl had been
educated in Jerusalem under the great Gamalielasdan accredited
rabbi or teacher of the Jewish law. Saul approvietheir stoning of
Stephen and planned for more ruthless measureasaghe Christian
Church. He therefore instigated others to join hmmpersecuting the
young believers. The account of the havocs agaimst Church is
described in Acts 8:1-3.

That day, a severe persecution began against theclCin Jerusalem,
and all except the apostles were scattered thraughe countryside of
Judea and Samaria. But Saul was ravaging the clyreimtering house
after house; dragging off both men and women, amdngitted them to
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prison. (Acts 8:1-3). Hurlbut said that, the JeteisaChurch was broken
up for the time, and its members scattered abrBatl.wherever they
went, to Samaria, to Damascus, or even as far #sdlnin Syria, they

became preachers of the gospel, and establishedhasu Thus did the
fiery hate of Saul prove an aid to the expansiothefChurch (Hurlbut:

1981).

3.2 The Ministry of Philip in Samaria

You will recall that, during the persecuti@ Jerusalem that was
co-headed by Paul, the believers ran for their deas into every
direction. As they scattered them throughout thggore they preached
the gospel and more souls were added into the @neé. of the displaced
people was Philip. You should recall that he was oh the deacons
elected to care for the poor in the church. He gstdo Samaria where
he found refuge. Philip immediately proclaiming tlessiah to them as
the Saviour and the Way, his ministry was blessetlapproved by the
Lord. The crowd with one accord listened eagerlytat was said by
Philip. They heard and saw the signs that the LGatl performed
through him. Unclean spirits crying with loud sksecame out of many
who were possessed, and many others who were padaty lame were
cursed. There was great joy in the city Sdmaria and environ
(Acts 8:5-8). Hurlbut described the Samaritans asixed people, who
were neither Jews nor Gentiles but held in contemypthe Jews. That
Philip should begin preaching to Samaritans sholiedreedom from
the narrow Jewish spirit. Interestingly, Philip addished a church at
Samaria, which was duly recognized by the Apodfeter and John.
Therefore, Samaria became the first church outsieeale of Judaism,
yet not quite church of Gentile members. Philiggathis preached and
founded churches in the coast cities of Gaza, JappmhCaesarea. These
were Gentiles cities, but all having a large Jewgspulation. Here the
gospel would of necessity come into contact withhikathen world.

3.3  Peter’s Invitation to Joppa and Caesarea

As the Christian Church began to grow and expametetcame a need
for co-ordination and supervision. Therefore, Ap$®eter went from
one new group to another encouraging the new lmkeo be steadfast
and have total commitment to their new found faithone of his visits,
the apostle Peter came to "the saints living indayd there, he found
Aeneas, a man who had been bedridden for eightsydéar he was
paralyzed. Peter then called on Jesus Christ formemediate release
from the sickness. His prayer was answered as Aayataup to his feet.
The news of that miracle spread around like witd throughout Lydda
and Sharon and nearby villages, even to Joppa. Maunls joined the
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Church as a result of the sign.

Now in Joppa, there was a disciple called TabiWsich in Greek was
Dorcas. She became ill and died. Peter was inghe wicinity; he was
called upon to minister to the church at Joppa. ¥bauld understand
that the apostolic miracles were not to be displayeshowcased by the
disciples. Signs and miracles whenever they ocrit@strengthen the
faith of members and to confirm the strength andgycof the Almighty
God.

Peter promptly responded to the call and prayeth®restoration of the
life of Tabitha. The Lord answered and Dorcas wasigpht back to life
and many believed in the Lord (Acts 9:32-43). lagtingly, Peter
continued preaching at Joppa for some days ande$ided with one
Simon, a tanner. Hurlbut said that for Peter ty stéh a tanner would
show that Peter was already emancipated to sefrivaethe strict rules
of Jewish custom; for men of that trade were cereaily "unclean”. As
Peter resided with Simon at Joppa, at about threocl in the

afternoon, the Lord showed him a vision in which diearly saw an
angel.

As stated above, Peter resided with Simon at Jogpae he continued
with his itinerary. One day, he felt into a traratenoon and he saw the
heaven opened and something like a large sheethgodown, being
lowered to the ground by its four cornehs.it were all kinds of
four-footed creatures and reptiles and birds ofdine Then he heard a
voice saying, "Get up, Peter; kill and eat". Petdused bluntly. The
voice said to Peter again, what God has made glearmust not call
profane.

As Peter was pondering upon the vision, the Loid tom to go with
the delegation from Cornelius. Hurlbut, quotingnfrthe Scriptures said
that, immediately afterward messengers arrived fl@agesarea, thirty
miles to the north, asking for Peter to come arglruct Cornelius, a
devout Roman officer. Under direction of theirs, Peter went to
Caesarea, preached the gospel to Cornelius ariddmds, and received
them into the church by baptism: the spirit of Gedtifying divine
approval by an outpouring, similar to that on they®f Pentecost. Thus
a divine sanction was given to preaching the gosp@entiles and their
acceptance in the church.

3.4 Saul's Conversion
May be you need to take your Bible now and readnihéh chapter of
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Acts of the Apostles, to acquaint yourself with tife of Saul who
persecuted the Christian church at her infancyl Bhtained a letter
from the High Priest to punish Jews who were at 8sgus, who still
belong to the Way, and bring them bound to JeruosalPaul's
opposition, according to Hurlbut, had been esplgclaltter against a
doctrine, which made all men equal before God, wlieere is no more
difference between Jews and Gentiles in His sight.

As Saul went for the onslaught of the believers, ltbrd met with him
on the road and he was arrested, as it were, hgi@\of the ascended
Jesus Christ. That was the moment of his convergibout this time,
possibly just before Peter’s visit to Caesareal,She persecutor, was
accepted into the fellowship of the church. Immealia he began
preaching the crucified and risen Lord whom he aret spoke with on
his way to Damascus. Saul at once adopted Stephiews, and was a
greater than Stephen in carrying onward the movérf@na church
open to all men, whether Jews or Gentiles. In h# tistory of
Christianity no single conversion to Christ carriedth it such
momentous results to the whole world, as that afl 82 persecutor,
afterward Paul the Apostle.

3.5 The Church at Antioch

Following the trends of events closely, you willosounderstand the
stages of the spread of the Early Church. As statetier, the initial
persecution of the church during the stoning ofpBéa had aided the
spread of the Gospel throughout Palestine. It vaas that some of the
members of the young church at Jerusalem escap@drt@scus, other
fled three hundred miles to Antioch, the capitaBgfia, of which great
province Palestine was a part. At Antioch thesthfai members went
into the Jewish synagogue, and there, gave thglinteny to Jesus as
the Messiah. It was also said that in every synagag place was set
apart for Gentile worshippers. Many of thdseard the gospel at
Antioch and embraced the faith of Christ; so tmathat city a church
grew up wherein Jews and Gentiles worshiped togedkeequals in
privilege. Acts 11:22 said that when news of themaition, reached
Jerusalem, the mother church was alarmed and sexgrasentative to
examine this relation with the Gentiles. Fortungtehe choice of a
delegate fell upon Barnabas, the broad-minded, -bpanted, and
generous.

He went to Antioch, and instead of condemning therch for its
liberality he rejoiced in it, endorsed theovement, and stayed at
Antioch to participate in it. Barnabas had shows d¢onfidence in Saul
before. The Bible says that Barnabas went to Sddiwe in Tarsus,
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about a hundred miles from Antioch, mostly by wabeought Saul with

him to Antioch, and made him an associate in thekwb the gospel. It

will be said also that the church at Antioch artsesuch prominence
that there for the first time the followers of Gitrbecame known as
"Christians” — a name applied not by Jews, but bgeks, and found
only three times in the New Testament.

Interestingly, at that time, prophets came downmfrderusalem to
Antioch. One of them named Agabus stood up andigeztl by the
spirit that there would be a severe famine overettire world and this
took place during the reign of Claudius. Therefothe disciples at
Antioch sent relief to the poorer saints in Judetha time of famine;
and its leaders and teachers were eminent metheinearly church
(Hurlbut 1981).

3.6 The First Missionary Journey of Barnabas ath Paul

The ministrations of Barnabas and Paul among th#ilés encouraged
the Christian Church to grow in leaps and bounastainly, the journey
of Barnabas and Paul was richly blessed with a leurhprvest of souls.
The Gentiles were glad and praised the Lord fomkng Him, the only
true God. Therefore, as many as have been calléal tine light of the
Son of God became believers, and the Word of Goelaspthroughout
the region (Acts 13:48-49). Prior to the above egmee in the Church,
Hurlbut said that the Gentile members of the chusare only those
who had themselves sought admission. But now, utideguidance of
the Holy Spirit and by the appointment of the etde¢he two greatest
leaders in the church at Antioch went forth on aangelistic mission to
other lands, seeking both Jews and Gentiles wétgtspel. As you read
the story of this first missionary journey you wnlbtice certain features
in the effort, which became typical of all the laémterprises of Apostle
Paul. It was undertaken by two workers in unisarirst "Barnabas and
Saul," but soon changed to "Paul and Barnabas"Paul and his
company," showing Saul or Paul as the leading #igBecause of the
socio-political structure of Palestine at that time it was customary
for a Jew to have two names: one would be Jewish @rthe other
would be Roman or Greek. So for the Apostle, Saul as his Jewish
name and Paul his Roman naméelhe two missionaries took with them
as helper a younger man, John Mark, although heoéder them in the
middle of their journey. It was also said that Bdrvas and Paul chose as
their principal fields of labor the largeties, visiting Salamis and
Paphos in the island of Cyprus, Antioch and IconiarRisidia, Lystra
and Derbe in Lycaonia. Wherever it was possibley thegan their work
by preaching in the synagogue, for therein every Bad a right to
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speak, and especially an accredited rabbi, as Raulng from the
famous school of Gamaliel, would be welcome. Moggpthrough the
synagogue they would reach not only the devout Jeutsvith them the
serious, God-fearing Gentiles. At Derbe, the latst wsited, they were
quite near Antioch, from which they had set foBht instead of passing
through the Caecilian Gates and returning homey, thlned westward,
retraced their steps, revisited the churches wthely had founded on
their outward journey, and appointed over themrsl@ecording to the
plan of the synagogue. You shall find these methaidsork followed
in all the after-journeys of Apostle Paul (Hurlldi®81).

3.7 The Council at Jerusalem

The Council at Jerusalem could be considered afirgie€Council of the
Christian Church where resolutions were arrivednafavour of the
expansion of the Gospel among the Gentiles.

You would agree with me that in every society ogamized group of
people two types are always represented: the ccatser, looking to
the past, and the progressive, looking toward tivaré. It was said that
the ultra Jewish element in the church held ti@re could be no
salvation outside of Isreal; hence, that all thent3es disciples must
receive circumcision and observe Jewish regulat{@wis 15:5). The
progressive teachers led by Paul and Barnabasrdddiaat the gospel
was for Jews and Gentiles upon the same termstbfifaChrist without
regard to the Jewish law. It was written that bemwéhese two parties a
great controversy arose, threatening a divisiothen church. Finally a
council was held in Jerusalem to consider the dquesbtf Gentile
membership, and frame a ruling for the churchs lboteworthy that in
this council not only the Apostles, but te&lers, and "the whole
church," were represented. Paul and Barnabas,Reitbr and James, the
Lord’s brother, took part in the debate (Acts 151Bj. With this
decision the period of transition from a Jewish i§ttan Church to a
church for people of every race and land, was ceted| and the gospel
could now go forward on its ever-widening way.

The outcome of that debate is as follow:

0] The Jewish ceremonial law was bindingug@ews only, and not
upon Gentile believers in Christ.

(i)  The Jews should not trouble the Gentild® are turning to the
Lord.

(i)  The Gentiles should only abstain from thapolluted by idols.

(iv)  They should also abstain from fornicatiand

(V) From whatever has been strangled and blmod (Acts 15:20)

Therefore, it will be said that by the decisiontibé Council at
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Jerusalem, the church was free to enter upon a@rlangrk for the
bringing of all people, of every race, and in evianyd under the

realm of Jesus Christ. Jewish members of the chwerle expected to
continue in their obedience to the Jewish law, gjtou

such leaders interpreted the regulations broadl$ta®aul. But
Gentiles could enter the Christian fold by simpgHf in Christ and a
righteous life, without submission to legal reqments (Hurlbut 1981).

3.8 The Second Missionary Journey of Paul
(Acts 15:36 to 18:22)

It was said that after the Council at Jerusalem Betuout on a second
missionary journey. With Silas or Silvanus as hesnpanion, he went
forth from Syrian Antioch, visited again for tharthtime the churches
on the mainland founded on his first journey, reacthe coast of the
Aegean Sea at Troas, the site of ancient Troy, @ndsed over into
Europe, bringing the gospel to that continent. Tastablished churches
at Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea in the praviof Macedonia; a
small one in the cultured city of Athens, and arsty one at Corinth, the
commercial metropolis of Greece. From Corinth Rexdte two letters
to the church at Thessalonica, his earliest ex¢pistles. Then he sailed
eastward across the Aegean Sea for a brief visEgbesus in Asia
Minor; then over the Mediterranean to Caesareajtwpno salute the
mother church at Jerusalem; and returned to hrsrgggpoint at Syrian
Antioch. It may surprise you that Paul in his joeyrof three years by
land and sea had covered more than two thousaed,naihd had planted
the church in at least seven important cities -babdy in many more —
and had opened the imperial continent of Europheogospel. Without
missing words, you would have seen God in actiothenlife of Paul.
Therefore God can use anyone who will surrendeséifror herself to
the infilling of the Holy Spirit.

3.9 Paul’'s Third Missionary Journey (Acts 18:2321:17)

According to Hurlbut, Paul rested for a brief pdriand then began his
third missionary journey again from Antioch, butstieed to end in
Jerusalem, with himself a prisoner in the hands tled Roman
government. His only companion in the beginning Wwawothy, who
had joined him on his second journey, and remaioethe end his
faithful helper and "son in the gospel'; bquite a number of
fellow-traveler were with him before the close bistjourney. He began
by visiting the churches in Syria and Cilicia, ddebs including his
birthplace, Tarsus; then passed over his old raating for the fourth
time upon the churches of his first journ®ut after crossing the
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province of Phrygia, instead of turning northwaeod Troas, he went
southward to Ephesus, the metropolis of Asia Mirtéere he stayed
more than two years, (Acts 19:9-10), the longesirat place in all his
journeys. God did extraordinary miracles throughlRa that when the
handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his bashe Wwrought to the
sick, their diseases left them and the evil smisine out of them. In
addition, many of those who became believers ceefésand disclosed
their practices. A number of those who practicedjim@athered their
books and burnt them completely. The price of theas fifty thousand
silver coins. The word of the Lord grew mightily carprevailed.

Hisministry won great success, resulting, not oimlythe church at
Ephesus, but also in planting the gospel thnout the province.
The seven churches of Asia were formed eithdirectly or

indirectly by Paul. Following his method of rewisg his churches,
from Ephesus he sailed to Macedonia, called upen disciples in

Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea, also those ieeGe. He was led to
return by the same route for a final visit to thaseirches; sailed to
Troas, and thence along the coast of Asia Minor. Miketus, the

seaport of Ephesus, he sent for the elders of Gimatrch and gave to
them a touching farewell address then went on lugage again to
Caesarea, and climbed up the mountains to Jemsdievas also
recorded that Paul’s third missionary journey endederusalem while
worshiping in the Temple. He was attacked by a sewnob and
subsequently rescued by Roman soldiers, and, ferokin safety,

placed in the castle named after Mark Anthonyhtiudd be noted that
the third missionary journey was as long as thersgécexcept for the
three hundred miles between Jerusalem and Antidtsh.greatest
outstanding results were the commanding churclphe&us, and two of
the most important epistles of St. Paul; one to ¢harch at Rome
setting forth the principles of the gospel as pheacby himself; and the
other, the Epistle to the Galatians, addressetidahurches of his first
journey, wherein Judaizing teachers had pervertaaynof the disciples
(Hurlbut 1981).

3.10 Paul's Fourth Journey (Acts 27, 28)

Perhaps it will interest you that, for more tharefyears after his arrest;
Paul was a prisoner, for a short time in Jerusaileem for three years in
Caesarea, and for at least two years at Rome. Yaulaok upon that
perilous voyage from Caesarea to Rome. And agaun,nyay look upon
that perilous voyage from Caesarea to RomeSa Paul's fourth
journey, for even in his bonds Paul was still aswisary, employing
every opportunity to preach the gospel of Chrigte Tmmediate cause
of the voyage was his appeal as a Roman citizen ftee trial by the
Procurator of Judea to the Emperor’'s Court at Rdtie.companions
were Luke and Aristarchus, who may have sailedigascdmpanions.
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There was also on board a group of convicted cataitaken to Rome
for slaughter in the gladiatorial games, sokliew guard them, and
sailors to work the ship. The biblical accountgighat on that long and
perilous voyage, all these fellow-travellers witke tapostle heard the
gospel; also that at Sidon, and Myra, and Cretera/the vessel paused,
Paul was able to proclaim Christ. Happily, Paul i@the faith many in
the island of Melita (Malta), where after the stortiney tarried three
months. (Acts 28:1-11)

At last Paul arrived at Rome, the goal of his hofpgsmany years. A

prisoner awaiting trial, he yet had his own hiredi$e, wherein he lived,
chained to a soldier. His first effort was, as ajlsao reach the Jews,
and he held an all day meeting with them. On disdog that only a

few of the Jews were willing to accept the gospe, turned to the
Gentiles. For two years his house was a church eumenany found

Christ, especially among the soldiers of the PrstoGuard. But his

greatest work in Rome was the writing of four dpstwhich are among
the treasures of the church — Ephesians, Philigpi@olossians, and
Philemon. There is good reason to believe that afte years in prison,

Paul was acquitted and set at liberty.

You might look upon Paul’s three or four yearsibetty as continuing
his fourth missionary journey. You might have hintsexpectations of
visits to Colosse and Miletus. If he was so neaEphesus, as were
these two places, we might be almost certain thatisited that city. He
visited also the island of Crete, where he lefugiin charge of the
churches; and Nicopolis on the Adriatic Sea, noftisreece. Tradition
states that at this place he was arrested, ancagant to Rome, where
he was martyred 68 A.D. Three epistles may belorthis period: First
Timothy, Titus, and Second Timothy, his last letteritten from his
prison at Rome (Hurlbut 1981).

3.11 Emperor Nero's Persecution

It was said that, in the year 64 A.D. a large péithe city of Rome was
destroyed in a great conflagration. It was gengitadllieved that Nero,
who could be described as the worst of all the Romimperors was
responsible for it. When Emperor Nero was chargél tine crime by
common report, he denied. And in order to cleardeifp Nero declared
that the Christians have set fire to the city idesrto realize their belief
that God is going to destroy the earth by fire.

Therefore the Emperor began a terrible persecutibiere thousands of
faithful were tortured and put to death, among thveas Apostle Peter
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by crucifixion, in the year 67 A.D. and Apostle Pay being beheaded,
in the year 68 A.D. Hurlbut said that it is onetbé "the revenges of
history," that the gardens of Nero, where multitsidé Christians were
burned as "living torches,"” while the emperor dréng chariot among
them are now the seat of the Vatican palace, timeehof the Roman
Catholic pontiff, and of St. Peter's Church, thegést edifice of the
Christian faith.

4.0 CONCLUSION

You are now concluding the study of an importantqukin the history
of the Christian Church, which, although brief 4yofifteen years, from
about 35 to 50 A.D. — is of paramount importance.ti#at time was
settled the great question, whether Christianigusthremain an obscure
Jewish sect, or should become a church wide opethet entire world.
When this brief period began, the gospel was lidhite the city of
Jerusalem and the villages around it, and everylmeemas an Israelite
either by birth or adoption. But by 50 A. D whenreitded, the church
was deeply planted in Syria and Asia Minor, and weaaching out
toward Europe. Also, its membership was no longefusively Jewish,
but was predominantly Gentile. The language spokeits assemblies
in Palestine was Hebrew or Aramaic, but in a fadexiarea Greek was
the tongue of its people. You have noticed the esssige stages in this
expanding movement. The constant struggles betteedews and the
Christian Gentiles are adequately mentioned. Rindie voyage of Paul
to Rome is well discussed and the great persecwofidamperor Nero
was also treated.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, you have understood the followingt&from this unit: The
event that led to the selection of the first sedeacons.

The contents of the sermon preached by Stephen.

Paul of Tarsus and his involvement in the deathStéphen. The
resultant effects of the preaching of Philip at 8aa The resurrection
of Dorcas by Peter at Joppa

The conversion of Saul on the road to Damascus

The significance of Antioch to the spread of Cleiss

Barnabas and Paul visited Gentiles

Missionary journeys of Paul and his final voyag&tume

The first imperial persecution of Nero
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. What was the nature of the complainthe Early Church at
Jerusalem that led to the appointment of the $iesen deacons?
How did Paul "get arrested” on the walptomascus?

What was the Council at Jerusalem alligbo

Who was the Emperor Nero?

honN
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The most prominent fact in the history of the clhutttrough the second
and third centuries is the persecution of Clamsty by the Roman
emperors. While this condition was not continueusas often repeated
for years at a time, and liable to break forth @y anoment in terrible
forms. It lasted in the fourth century until 313DA. when the Edict of
Constantine, the first Christian emperor, endedaa#mpts to destroy
the Church of Christ. The fact is remarkable thairdy this period some
of the wisest and best of the emperors were thet mcisve in the
persecution of Christianity, while some of the w@mperors were lax
in their opposition or remitted it altogether. Befamarrating the history,
let us investigate some of the motives that impedl@overnment, in the
main just and seeking the welfare of its citizénsattempt, and continue
for two hundred years, the extirpation ofbady as upright, as
law-abiding, and as desirable as the Christiansuiber of causes may
be named for the antagonism of the emperors of eimperors to
Christianity.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o identify the causes of imperial persecutions Ist stages of
persecutions

. state the importance of the Edict of Emperor Caonista describe
the joyous end of the persecution

o list the resultant abuses of the freedom.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Causes of Imperial Persecution
3.1.1 Exclusiveness of the Nature of Christianity

Perhaps, one of the most important reasons foimtperial persecution
of the Christian Church was the nature of its esigleness. For instance,
Christianity opposes all worship except tes lown God. On the
contrary, however, animism was hospitable to nenngoand objects of
worship. You could imagine, where the hundred, ewerthe thousand,
already counted gods one more god would make rerdifce. It was
said that, one Emperor wished to place aust of Christ in the
Pantheon, a building at Rome, still standing, whaliethe important
gods were worshiped. But the Christians rejectedatier with scorn.
They would not have their Christ recognized memyone of many
deities. Hurlbut said that, when the people ofta @r a province desired
to promote trade or immigration, they would buidnples to the deities
worshiped in other lands, in order that their eitig could have a place
of worship. Thus in Pompeii we find a temple tosJsan Egyptian
goddess, erected to increase the commerce of PowigleiEgypt, and
make Egyptian traders at home.

3.1.2 Business Interest

Another factor that led to the persecution of thei§lian Church was
that of business interest. You will certainly urstand that the love of
money is the root of all evils. Incidentallyudiness interests often
promoted or excited the persecuting spirit. Coutdi yemember the
experience of Paul at Ephesus when he was thratwrdanger of death
through the riot incited by Demetrius the silverdr®i Unfortunately,

very often the rulers were influenced to persedut Christians by

people whose financial interest were effected by pinogress of the
church; such as the priests and lay-servants ofdibletemples, image
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makers, sculptors, architects of the temples, ahérs whose living

depended upon the heathen worship. Thereforepsetbays, it was not
difficult to raise the cry, "The Christians to thens!" when men found
their craft in danger, or covetous officials longkd the property of

wealthy Christians.

3.1.3 Emperor Worship

The refusal of Christians to involve themselveEmperor Worship was
another reason that led to their persecution. Tedg unto, "Thou shall

have no other god beside me" You should not makegasven image

and you should not worship them. These wiee commandments
written and observed by the early Christians. Tioeeg they could not

subscribe to statute worship. It was said thaspime prominent place of
every city stood a statue of the reigning empeand before this image
incense was offered as to a god. It may be thain@ of St. Paul's

earliest epistles there is a guarded referendaeigddrm of idolatry. This

worship the Christians refused to render, simpldtasas to drop a

handful of incense upon the altar; and because fagyg hymns of

praise and gave worship to "another King, one Jéssy were looked

upon by the multitude as disloyal and plotters oéwlution.

3.1.4 Equality in the Christian Church

The practice of equality among the Church membdss @vited
persecution to the Church. Christians believed thay were made by
God and also equally redeemed by the same bloadthaxt at the foot
of the cross, all ground is level. Therefore, Giarsty looked upon all
men as equal. It made no distinction in its mentoprand its services.
Interestingly, a slave might be chosen as bishdapenChurch. This was
abhorrent to the minds of the nobles, to the pbpbsc, and to the
ruling classes. For that reason deduced above,Cthstians were
regarded as "levelers" anarchists, and subvertetteo social order;
hence as enemies of the state.

3.1.5 Idol Worship

Christians had conflicts with heathens who prideenselves in idol
worship. True believers abhorred all forms of idalsd rejected their
worship. They could not accommodate that practater declared the
act of idol worship as a crime against their malkkewas said that at
Rome, by then, idol worship was interwoven witheliin every

department. Images stood in every house to re@wveation; libations
were poured out to the gods at every festival. dditoon with every

civic or provincial ceremony the images were wqushki The Christians
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found it difficult to take part in such forms aforship. Hence the
heathens regarded them as unsocial, morose, athle@sting no gods,
and haters of their fellow men. Without questiomcts an unfavorable
perception by people in general, was but a st@etsecution.

3.1.6 Judaism Recognized

You need to understand that Christianity was nogagnized religion
until about 313 A.D. Therefore, in the first gertema of the Christians,
they were regarded as somehow connected with thes, Jand the
government as a permitted region recognized Juddiswas said that,
this supposed relationship for a time presertresl Christians from
persecution. But after the destruction of Jerusalem 70 A.D.,
Christianity stood alone with no laws to protest fibllowers from the
hatred of their enemiegs the church has completely severed its
relationship with Judaism. It thus became an illeghunderground
sect. Consequently:

), They met either before sunrise or at higsften in caves or
catacombs underground.

i) The secret meetings of Christians arousespicion.

1)) False reports went abroad of lasoud or murderous rites
performed among them.

Iv) Moreover, the autocratic government of #mapire was jealous
of all secret cults or societies, fearing dislogiahs.

V) The celebration of the Lord’s Supper, frarnich outsiders were
excluded, was often made a ground &mcusation and
persecution.

3.2 Persecution of Emperor Trajan

Now that you have known some reasons for the petiem of the
Christian church, it will then be appropriate fauyto study a few major
imperial persecutions of the Christian Church fribva reign of Nero to
the time of Constantine in 313 A.D. Hurlbut saicttlduring all the
second and third century, and especially in thenmgeyears of the
fourth century, to the year 313 A.D., theénri€tian religion was
forbidden and its votaries were outlawed. Yet nadshe time the sword
of persecution was sheathed, and the disciples soaneely interrupted
in their religious observances. He added that elteing those periods
of comparative rest they were at any time liatesudden danger,
whenever a provincial governor saw fit to execine édicts, or when
some prominent Christian was open and boldim testimony. He
further stressed that there were several periofishorter or longer
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duration, when throughout the empire, the churcls egposed to the
fiercest persecution. We have noticed thesgmrtions in the first
century, by Nero (66 — 68) and Domitian (9005). He further
contended that these were simply outbreaks of yramzl hate, with no
reason except the rage of a tyrant, spasmodicsmed and not long
continued. But from 250 to 313 A.D. the church veabjected to a
systematic, relentless, empire-wide series of gitetny the government
to crush the ever-growing faith.

It was also said that from the reign of Trajanhattof Antoninus Pius
(98 — 161 A.D.) Christianity was not recognizedt ywas not severely
persecuted. Under the four emperors, Nerva, Trafdadrian and

Antoninus Pius (who with the next in successionrdda Aurelius, were

known as "the five good emperors”), no Christiamldobe arrested
without a definite and proven complaint, and theeitspf the age was to
ignore the Christian religion. Yet when clesgwere made and
Christians refused to recant, the rulesgre compelled, even
unwillingly, to enforce the law and put them to ttea

Perhaps, one of the most prominent among the nsattyrthe faith
during those reigns was Simeon or Simon. Accordinfylark 6: 3, he
was the successor of James as the head of bishdipe othurch in
Jerusalem. He was said to have attained the agmefhundred and
twenty years. However, during the reign of the Erap&rajan, He was
crucified by order of the Roman governor of Patesin 107 A. D. The
second prominent matter to consider is tbfatlgnatius, bishop of
Antioch in Syria. He was said to be more than nglto be killed for the
sake of Jesus Christ and that of the gospel. Thexebn his way to
Rome, Ignatius wrote letters to the churches, lppivat he might not
lose the honor of dying for his Lord. He was thrawmwild beasts in the
Roman amphitheatre, around 106 or 110 A. D. Althotgg persecution
during these reigns was less severe than thahdailpon the church
soon afterward, you should however, be aware thatetwere many
martyrs beside these two distinguished men of tlos<C

3.3  Persecution of Emperor Marcus Aurelius

Having gone through the above painted picturesoofdn mentally, you
may now study second stage of persecution withdaesk. It was also
said that the very best of the Roman emperors,oaedof the highest
type of ethical writers, was Marcus Aurelius, wieeggned 161 to 180 A.
D. His equestrian statue still stands before tteedi the ancient Capitol
in Rome. Yet stands good man and just ruler waiter [persecutor of
the Christians. It was confirmed that Marcus Aw®lsought to restore
the old simplicity of Roman life, with the ancieneligion. He thereafter
opposes the Christians as innovators. Thereforéhfige reasons, many
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thousands of the believers in Christ were beheadeldvoured by wild
beasts in the arena. You, however, should acqyauntself with only
prominent matters among the multitude of the martguring those
years. The first one to consider was Polycarp,dpshf Smyrna in Asia
Minor, who was killed in 155 A. D. we have the tlling testimony in
favor of his courageous stand that when Polycaplwaught before the
governor and commanded to curse the namelestis Christ, he
answered, "Eighty and six years have | served mdtde has done, me
nothing but good; and how could | curse him, myd.and Saviour!"
The record said that few minutes after that hesmt, Polycarp was
burnt to death.

Perhaps the second martyr you should know wasnJiityr. It was
said of him that he had been a philosopher, antireged teaching after
his acceptance of Christianity. He was considesduaktone of the ablest
men of his time, and a foremost defender of thehfaccordingly, his
books, still extant, give much valuable imfation concerning the
church in the middle of the second century. Perhaigamartyrdom took
place at Rome in 166 A. D.

You know that God works in wondrous ways and no @care understand
his wisdom. It may interest you to note that attexr death of Marcus
Aurelius, 180 A. D., a period of confusion followedith weak and
worthless emperors, who were too busy with civirsvan their own
pleasures to pay much attention to the ChristiBus.after the relative
peace of twenty-two years, there reigned one ofrilcked Emperors. It
was said that Septimius Severus began in the yéar & fierce
persecution, which lasted until his death in 211 DA. Severus was
described as morbid and melancholy in nature. Hes w&astrong
disciplinarian, striving vainly to restore the dgicey religions of other
days. It was also said of his reign that everywhm¥esecution raged
against the church, but it was the most severegyp&and North Africa.
One of martyrs was Leonidas, the father of the tgite@ologian Origen
who was beheaded in Alexandria. Also, in Carth&gepetua, a notable
lady with her faithful slave Felicitas, was tornpreces by wild beasts
203 A. D. It was said that Emperor Septim&msverus, earned for
himself the title Anti-Christ because of his bittess against the Church.

Happily, for the next forty years, after the deattSeptimus Severus the
Church was left unnoticed under the numerous empevbo followed

in rapid succession. For instance, Emperor Ca@a¢alll — 217 A. D.)

conferred citizenship upon every person who isaastave throughout
the empire. Incidentally this was a benefit to tkristians, as they
could no longer be crucified or thrown to wild bisasinless they were
slaves. But very sad to note that with the reigibe€ius that lasted for
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only three years (249 — 251) fierce persecutionkérout anew.

Fortunately, shortly after his death, the slaugbteChristians ended for
a time. Interestingly, more than fifty years of quarative rest followed
the death of Decius, although there came at tirbesf periods of

persecution. It was recorded that under ValeriarR57 A. D., one of

the Church Fathers, celebrated Cyprian, Bishopastiage and Roman
Bishop Sextus, who was one of the great writers@ndch leaders of
the period, were put to death.

However, the last, most systematic and most terjigrsecution of all
the series took place in the reign of Diocletiad &rs successors, from
303 to 310 A. D. Hurlbut confirmed that in the ssriof edicts it was
ordered that every copy of the Bible should be tuhat all churches —
which had arisen, throughout the empire durihg half-century of
comparative rest from persecution — should be tlmwn, that all who
would not renounce the Christian religion shoulgeldheir citizenship
and be outside the protection of law. He added ithabme places the
Christians assemble in their churches, which wet®s fire and burned
with all the worshipers within their walls. It isigl that the emperor,
Diocletian, erected a pillar inscribed, "In hondrtloe extirpation of the
Christian superstition" — yet within seventy ye&fristianity became
the official religion of the emperor, the court,dathe empire. Hurlbut
said that with the forced labor of enslaved Charstithe immense Baths
of Diocletian were erected at Rome. Happily soafter the above
atrocities, Diocletian abdicated the throne in 30B®. Even, though,
Diocletian’s subordinates and successors, Galemns Constantius,
continued the persecution for six years tholggs in its intensity.
Finally Constantine, the son of Constantius, as-emperor, who was
not at that time a professing Christian, issuedrhémorable Edict of
Toleration 313 A. D. By this law Christianitvas sanctioned, its
worship was made lawful, and all persecution ceasetto be renewed
while the Roman Empire endured.

3.4 The Edict of Emperor Constantine

Perhaps, you should understand the historical lvadkgl to the Edict of
Milan of 313 A.D. Church historians believed thdtodly after the
abdication of Diocletian, in 305 A.D., four aspitarafter the imperial
crown were at war. The two most powerful rivals evdfaxentius and
Constantine whose armies met in battle at the MilBaidge over the
Tiber, ten miles from Rome, 312 A.D. Maxentius esanted the old
heathen persecuting element; Constantine was fyigadhe Christians
although at that time not a professed belieMt was said that
Constantine claimed to have seen in the sky arghicioss bearing the
motto, "Hoc Signo Vinces" — "By this sign thou ghabnquer,” and
afterward adopted it as the insignia of his armlye Victory was with
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Constantine, and Maxentius was drowned in the .ri8eon afterward,

313 A.D., Constantine promulgated his famouscEdif Toleration,

which officially put an end to the persecutionswvdwer, not until 323

A.D. did Constantine became sole emperor and themsi@&nity was

favored. Interestingly, the Emperor Constantinespnal character was
not perfect. As another human being with defettwas ascribed to him
that though generally just, he was occasionallelcand tyrannical. It
has been said that, "the reality of his Christianitas better than its
quality." It was said that he delayed his baptismil just before his

death, in the prevalent opinion of his time thgbtisan washed away all
sins previously committed. Without any dispute, Eengp Constantine
was certainly a wise politician, if not a great {Stian; for he had the
insight to ally himself with the movement, whichldhé¢he future of his

empire.

3.5 The Joyous End of Imperial Persecutions

In the period upon which you are now studying, tast striking fact,

and the most potent for good and also for evil, was victory of

Christianity. You will recall that during the coersf your study, in the
year 305 A.D. when Diocletian abdicated the imgeti@one, the

Christian religion was sternly prohibited-its predeon was punished
with torture and death, and against it all the posfe¢he state was called
into exercise. However, in, less than eighty yadtesrward, in 380 A.D.,

the Emperor Theodosius made Christianity toréeognized as the
official religion of the Roman Empire, and a Chast emperor held
supreme authority over the Empire.

Therefore it should be stated that from this suddeange of relations
between the empire and the Church, world-wide anddaching results
followed. As stated above, some of them are goatea, both to the
church and the state. Now you can readily see ménei new attitude of
the government brought benefits to the cause os@dmity.

) The first thing to notice was that allrpecutions of the Christians
ceased at once and forever. For more than tworkdngkars, at
no time had Christians been safe from accusatidndgath, and
at many periods, as we have seen, all had beemnmnent
danger. But from the publication of Constantingtict, in 313
A.D., until the Roman Empire ended, the sword efspcution
was not merely sheathed; it was buried.

i) Secondly, things that will catch youreattion were the church
buildings that were restored and re-opened evezysvhin the
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apostolic period, meetings had been held in pgivetuses or in
hired halls. Afterward, during times of cessationm the

persecutions, church buildings began to arise. entioned
previously, that in the last persecution underd®&ban, many of
these building were destroyed and the authorgezed others.
All left standing was now restored, and the citieisnbursed the
societies for those, which had been demolisheds Baid that
from this time the Christians were free to builluches; and
edifices began to arise everywhere. In their pthay followed
the form and took the name of the Rorbaalica or court-room:
a rectangle divided into aisles by rows of piljanaving at one
end a semi-circular platform with seafsr the clergy.
Constantine set the example of building large ches in
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and his new capital, Cotustaole. It

was two in the churches; the early Christian hgarhorror of all
that might lead to idolatry.

The third benefit of the Imperial Edidf 313 A.D. was the
cessation of the official sacrifices. The record hdhat, although
the worship was still tolerated, the officials’ séices ceased.
The fact that so radical a change from universadtaus,
interwoven with every social and civic celebraticould be so
speedily accomplished shows that the heathen cdrsesvhad
long been mere formalities, and no longer expretisedelief of
intelligent people.

The fourth gain was the consecration ohpées as Churches. It
was noticed that in many places the temple wersemated as
churches. This was especially the case in citiglsilaNih remote
country places heathen beliefs and worship lingefed
generations. The word "pagan" originally meant 'fdoyw
dweller,” but it came to mean, and still means thea."

The other benefit from the edict was thia¢ Church started
receiving financial support from the State. Youlw#&member

that throughout the empire the temple of gods leshisupported
mainly from the public treasury. These endowmenésennow

bestowed upon the churches and the clergy. Atdnadually, but

soon more generally and more liberally, the pullicds were

enriching the church, and the bishops, priests,ahédr officials

in the Christian worship were receiving their supgoom the

State. That however, could be considered a welcamdewment
to the church, but eventually of questionable bienef

Perhaps, one of the most important besefias the new status
that was accorded clergymen. By the virtue of teatred office,
33



CRS141

Vi)

CHURCH HISTORY |

clergymen were soon exempted from public dutiesgabdry
upon all citizens. They were set free from taxdisaecusations
against clergy were tried before ecclesiasticalrtsou5oon the
ministers of the church became a privileged cldmwa the law
of the land.

The last gain to consider is the obsereotSunday the first day
of the week was proclaimed as the day of rest dndooship;
and its observance soon became general throughewtmpire.
For instance in 321 A.D., Constantine forbade tberts to be
held on Sunday, except for the purpose of giviregdiom to
slaves; and on that day soldiers were commandexnio their
daily military exercise. But the public games weomtinued on
Sunday, tending to make it more a holiday than ldaly.

From the recognition of Christianity as a favoretigion many gains

came to people as well as to the church. One oh thas the spirit of

the new religion that was infused into many of dndinances enacted
by Constantine and his immediate successors. Hawevspite of the

successes above, the period of the religious toderalso ushered in a
lot of excesses that eventually resulted into ahuse

3.6

The Freedom and its Abuses

Perhaps as stated above, while the triumph of @dmisy resulted in
much that was good, inevitably the unification bk tState and the
Church also brought in its train, many evils. Tleasing of persecution
was a blessing.

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(iv)

34

The first thing to consider was the e$i&diment of Christianity,
as the state religion since the Emperor becameriat@n.

Everybody sought membership ine thchurch and nearly
everybody was received. Both good and bad, siremekers after
God and hypocritical seekers after gain, rushetb ithe

communion.

Coupled with that mad rush was that andu$s and worldly,
unscrupulous men sought office in the church gocial and
political influence.

Therefore without mincing words, the motahe of Christianity
in power was far below that which had marked thmes people
under persecution.
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(V) The other evil effect was that the sersiogworship increased in
splendor but were less spiritual and hearty tieoseé of former
time.

(vi)  The forms and ceremonies of paganism gafidwcrept into the
worship.

(vii) In addition, some of the old heathésasts became church
festivals with change of name and of worship.

(vii) The abuses reached the alarming stage ltilgahbout 405 A.D.
images of saints and martyrs began to appeardnchiurches,
adored, and worshiped.

(ix)  The adoration of the Virgin May was suhsted for the worship
of Venus and Diana.

(xX)  The Lord’s Supper became a sacrifice acplof a memorial.
(xi)  Thus the elder evolved from a preach&s anpriest.

(xii) Because of the Church sitting in powernyves not possible to see
Christian transforming the world to its own idelaiit the world
dominating the church.

(xiii) The humility and saintliness of an earli@ge was succeeded by
ambition, pride, and arrogance, among churchmen.

With the above picture, you could see that the efle/orldliness swept
uncontrolled over many professed disciples of thmivly Lord. They
joined the world and lost their savor. However, mothstanding we
have those of pure spirit like Monica the motherAofgustine and the
faithful ministers such as Jerome and John Chrgsast

4.0 CONCLUSION

Having gone through this unit, you would have redi¢hat persecution
of the Church aided the spread of Christianity. Yuoight have also
observed that Christians made it a part @rthife style to suffer
martyrdom. It was becoming a fashion for one todayn his life for
the sake of the gospel. You have also studieditbarmstances that led
to the freedom granted the Christian Church in 813., 321 A.D. and
380 A.D. You have also noticed that series of abusept into the
church. Hurlbut said that, if Christianity couldvieabeen allowed to
develop normally without state-control, ance tistate could have
continued free from the dictation of the ChurchihbState and Church
would have been the better by dwelling apart. Bet Church and the
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State became one when Christianity was adoptetieasetigion of the
empire, and out of the unnatural union arose ®vids, one in the
eastern, and the other in the western provinceshdneast, the State
dominated the Church until it lost all energy amlifting life. In the
west, as we shall see, the Church gradually usupmeder over the
State, and the result was nGhristianity but a more or less corrupt
hierarchy controlling the nations of Europe, making the Clhungainly
a political machine.

5.0 SUMMARY

Without any shade of doubt, you are nowtdoetnformed of the
following points from your study of this unit:-

1) Major causes of the imperial persecution

(@) Exclusiveness of the nature of Christianit
(b) Business interest

(c) Emperor worship

(d) Idol worship

(e) Recognition of Judaism

2) Persecution of Emperor Trajan 98-161

3) Persecution of Emperor Marcus Aurelius-160 A.D.
4) The edict of Emperor Constantine 313 A.D.

5) The benefits of the freedom granted tharClin

(@) Persecution came to an end

(b)  Church buildings were restored back to §tfans and new ones
were opened

(©) The official sacrifice ceased

(d)  The Church began receiving grants fromS3tege Government

(e) The observance of Sunday: it was maddfarabday of rest

6) The abuses of the freedom

(@) The establishment of Christianity as theteSreligion.

(b) People flocked into the church for pulskcognition, but not for
salvation.

(©) Christians soon clamour for church posiio

(d)  Worship services became worldly and |gsstaal.

(e) The worship of Mary and other Saints ciefa the church.

) The Church gradually became polluted almlost lost its savour.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. What were the major causes of the Imp&@secution of the
ChristianChurch?
2. Discuss the joys and abuses the Edictropdfor Constantine

313 A.D brought to the Christian Church.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit deals with the 27 books of the New Tesaimhow they were
written, handed over to the Christian Church, aedalne tools for
instructions. You will also learn about how the @uFathers arrived at
the collection of books currently in New TestameXkiso in this unit,
you will be introduced to the simple form of ther@han worship of the
first three centuries.

The issue of false teachers in the early church, went about with
their strange doctrines will also be discussed.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o identify most of the authors of the books of thesNBestament.
describe the circumstances surrounding their pribaiuc
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o identify the factors that led to Canonizati@i the New
o Testament books and its stages
o describe the stages of canonization describe thesiig@nheresy

describe the Ebionite heresy describe the Manichesmesy
describe the Montanist heresy state the simpleridecor belief
of the Early Church.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 New Testament Defined

Perhaps, when one talks of the New Testament Chaas referring to
a list of the 27 books that are general acceptatieagenuine works of
the Apostles Paul, John, Peter, Jude, and Jameadsdtcontains the
gospels of Mathew, Mark, Luke and John, as welthesbook of the
Acts of the Apostles and the letter to the Hebréeshaps, you should
know the origin of the word "Testament". The Bilddacyclopedia says
that the name Testamentum which was erroneouslgtadon the Old
Latin version as a translation for the Greek "de&#i' which was used
in the Septuagint (LXX) as a rendering for the H®br'berith” which
means "covenant". Therefore, the germ of the ideanoold and new
covenant seems to have been found in Paul's referenthe reading of
the old covenant in 2 Corinthians 3:14, RSV. Sodaris known, the
first Christian writer to use the designation "Nav Testamentum®,
"New Testament”, was Tertullian (60-230 A.D.) Afierds, the usage
was adopted and generally accepted by other Cimistiriters (The
SDA Bible Dictionary Vol. 8, 1979).

3.2 The Origin of the New Testament

After the definition of the New Testament, the néxihg for you to
know is the origin of the 27 books and their aushétence, the need for
the following detailed study about their productioreeds to be
considered. The earliest documents in the Mowever, in the
judgments of today’s scholars, are some of Paatters. In them there
is no reference to any written Gospel, and it ielped that most of
them were written before the gospelfie Biblical evidence suggests
that the bulk of these letters were dictated ratha@n actually penned by
the apostle Paul. He would, however, at ¢#mel write a personal
greeting and gives his own authenticating signasesuggested by the
conclusion of 2 Thess: "I, Paul, write this gregtwmith my own hand.
This is the mark in every letter of mine; it is whwvrite" (Ch. 3:17,
RSV; cf. 1 Cor 16:21). Unfortunately, the originalitographs of all
these letters, as of all the other books of theleBibhave been lost.
However, the first letter written to the TBkalonians (1 Thess.) is
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usually regarded as the earliest of Paul’s lettiéns. said that the book
was written from Corinth about A.D. 51. SedoThessalonians (2
Thess.) followed a few months later. The two gi€atinthian letters
were produced about A.D. 57, and Galatians and Rerbatween A.D.

57 and 58. The so-called prison epistles, ColossidPhilemon,
Ephesians, and Philippians were written while Rea$ a prisoner of
Rome, between A.D. 61 and 63. Therefore, on thes lzdghe theory of
a second imprisonment in Rome, the Pastoral leffef@mothy, Titus

and 2 Timothy) would be dated still later, betwe®iD. 64 and 66.
These letters reveal Paul's sense of authoritywHies the Corinthians,
"If anyone thinks that he is a prophets gpiritual, he should
acknowledge that what | am writing to you is a ccamoh of the Lord"

(1 Cor 14: 37, RSV). Whoever disregards the insions he gives, he
writes the Thessalonians, "disregards not man bad"G1 Th. 4:8,

RSV). He believes that he has the Spirit of GodC¢t 7:40). He was
not only an apostle chosen and commissioned byigka Christ (Acts

9:1,2) but a prophet, as well, who had received ymaisions and

revelations of the Lord (Acts 9:15, 22:156:16-18; Rom 1:1;
1 Cor 9:1,2). In addition, these letters constitaiteew and distinctive
type of religious literature. They have the outwéodn of an ordinary

Greek letter. In the hands of the great apostleuthal epistolary form
became a powerful means of religious inspiratioth @struction. Even

Paul's enemies admitted: "He letters ameighty and strong”
(2 Cor 10:10, RSV). They were, and still are, acédul and powerful

means of spreading the Christian faith.

Although the exact date of the production of thes@s is not known, it
apparently was not before about the sixties of Xbe century. Most
scholars today believe that Mark (Mk.) was theiearland John (JIn.) is
the latest of the four Gospels. While Mark wa# one of the 12
apostles, he was, according to early Christianengjta companion and
interpreter of Simon Peter. In addition, we welld tbhat John Mark was
also closely associated with the Early Church mug&em, because his
mother's home was a gathering place for Christidcty 12:12).
According to early Christian tradition, akk got much of the
information for his Gospel from the keen-eyed obaBons and
recollections of Simon Peter. This Gospel wastten in Rome to
preserve the deeds and the words of Jesus, in giakkast, as Peter
proclaimed them.

The Gospel according to Mathew was probably wriiterAntioch in

Syria. It was based largely upon a collection o #ayings of Jesus,
probably written down by Apostle Mathew himselfuglthe material
found in Mark. Interestingly, the Gospel according-uke was written
particularly for Greek readers by Luke, the belopbgsician and travel
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companion of Paul. It is the first volume of a @difre on the beginnings
of Christianity from the birth of John thBaptist to the 2-years’
imprisonment of Paul in Rome (A.D. 61-63). Schelaefer to this
2-volume work as Luke-Acts of the Apostles (Lk. €t$). Luke was not
an eyewitness (Lk 1:1-4).

Toward the end of the 1st century, John, the lastigng apostle of
Jesus in the days of His flesh, recorded his remandes of Jesus’ life
and sayings, together with his meditations on thensuch a way as to
supplement the earlier Gospels. This Gospel d@@zopriately been
called "Love’s Memory of Love Incarnate.” (S.D.AibB Encyclopedia
Vol. 8).

3.3 Contents of the New Testament

You need to know that the Gospels are books oh fedntaining the
good news of God’s provision for man’s salvatiorotigh Jesus Christ,
while the Acts of the Apostles presents an accofitihe beginnings of
the Christian Church. Also Paul's letters wemngginally written to
specific churches and individuals to meet particuddigious needs, but
under the inspiration of God they have had abiduadue for all
Christians in all ages. And without any doubt, Hzame is true of the
general epistles of Peter, James, John, and Jhdebdok of Revelation,
with its symbolism, presents the final victory diiridt and His kingdom
over the forces of evil. These books though wriitethe 1st century,
have had a message for Christians in every agespeak with special
force today to you.

It is said that the majority of New Testament sen®lthroughout
Christian history have agreed that the originablaage of the NT was
Greek. However, to many of the writers of the Neastiment, Greek
was a secondary language, hence a few scholarsaldaeeated that the
4 Gospels and part of Acts were originally writterAramaic, the native
tongue of Jesus and the Apostles.

Unfortunately, it is said that the autographs, tigt the original
documents in the authors’ own handwritingayeh all disappeared.
These were written probably on papyrus, agife substancesde
Writing Materials) that could not survive long iamp climates. Of the
copies of these autographs only a few from thd 8rgenturies, have
survived. Before the age of printing, copies waitgoliously written out,
such copies being called manuscripts (Labenuscriptum, "written by
hand"). But since there are no perfect copyistgrethare no two
manuscripts of the NT exactly alike. Gradually, otgh repeated
copying, various mistakes crept into the text af MiT; however, there
was none of so serious a nature as to affect angrrdactrine. Where
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variant readings exist it is the task of the modsaimolar to determine if
possible the original authentic reading. This is #tience of textual
criticism, and you may join hands to authenticatgiginal manuscript.

3.4 The Division of the Bible into Chapters an&/erses

Other Bible Encyclopedia has furnished the follogvinformation about
the division of the Bible into chapters amdrses. It is said that,
originally the books of the Bible were not dividetto chapters and
verse. Divisions of the book of the NT into variaections were made
as early as the 4th cent. Our modern chapter digsivere made in the
early 13th century by Stephen Langton, of the Unsing of Paris and
afterward, Archbishop of Canterbury. Verse divisiomere not made
until the age of printing. It is also confirmed threo Greek manuscript
has them. However, in 1551, Robert Estienne, wha&ing a horseback
journey from Paris to Lyons, divided his Latin NéWestament into
7,959 verses. It is said that his object nmaking the verses was
apparently twofold. Firstly, he was preparing aaodance to the NT
which his son Henry finally published in 1594, dmehce desired small
divisions for ready reference. Secondly, he wapamiag to publish a
NT with the Greek in the center, and Erasmus’ La@mslation on one
side Jerome’s on the other, the verse divisionslath would afford a
ready comparison of the exact words. Henry Estiesays that his father
did the workinter equitandam, while riding”, which probably means
during intervals on the journey. If the verses waceually made while
he was on horseback some of the unfortunate dngsioay be due to
the jogging of the horse at the wrong place. Esgén4th edition of the
Greek NT, which appeared in 1551 in 2 small volume&eneva, was
the first to contain the verse divisions. The eatliEnglish NT to have
them was William Whittingham’s translation 4657, published at
Geneva.

3.5 Canonization of the Books of the New Testame

The Greek word "kanon" means "measuring rétd"technical usage in
the church was to describethe books read publicly in the
congregations and regarded as having special atythdrhe early
Christians accepted as reliable, only these boaktew by an apostle or
a companion of an apostle. To be recognized asntzalca document
had to have a wide acceptance among Christiansughout the
Mediterranean world. They judged a work on the dasi content, its
inner consistency, its harmony with the rest ofi@are, and its general
harmony with Christian experience.
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Hurlbut said that the establishment of these boakshe canon or rule
of faith, possessing divine authority, was not irda&. He added that
not all these books were accepted everywhere gsredsScripture.
Some of them, notably Hebrews, James, Il PeterRenklation, were
accepted in the East, but rejected for maegry in the West. He
explained that, on the other hand some books nat cunsidered as
belonging to the Bible were also accepted and nedde East, such as
the Shepherd of Hemas, the Epistle of BarnabasT#aehing of the
Twelve Apostles, and the Apocalypse of Peter. Bysllegree the New
Testament books as we now have them graduadi¢ the rank of
Scripture, and the other books dropped out s in the churches.
Hurlbut argued that the Councils that were heldnfiome to time did
not choose the books to form the canon; they eatifhe choice already
made among the churches. No precise date can lea §ov the full
recognition of the New Testament as it is at prgseat it cannot be
placed earlier than 300 A.D. (Hurlbut, 1981).

The Bible Encyclopedia also gives further insighthe development of
the New Testament Canon. It is said that by theno@tg of the second
century, at any rate, a collection of Paul's wgsn bearing the name
Apostolos, "The Apostle," began to circulate. The lettemfrthe church

at Rome to the church at Corinth, most probablytemi by Clement

toward the end of the last decade of the firsttusy, contains the

admonition, "Take up the epistle of the blessegtdp®aul...”.

It is clear, then, that by the middle of the secaedtury, two great
collections of Christian documents had been forntbd: Gospel and
letters of Paul. When the 4 (four) Gospels becarsimgle corpus, Acts
was separated from Luke’s 2-volume work and leftitself. But it

shared the same authority and prestige as Like'sp&8o Besides, it
provided the sequel to the Gospels, as well as gawveppropriate
introduction to Paul’'s letters. Hence it became dmmnecting link
between the 2 collections. These 2 collectiond) witts as the vital link
between them, constitute the solid core of the Bifoo.

It is also said that, the letters of Paul eviderfdymed the literary
pattern for the 7 other epistles: Jas, 1 and 2 R&,and 3 Jn, and Jude.
These so-called catholic, or general, epistles raplg made their
canonicity individually and were recognized. Theyeno evidence that
they were formed into another collection. Ratheyteeem to have been
individually added to theApostle as their canonicity was recognized.
Revelation is in a category by itself, though affmesenting the
introductory vision of the transcendent Chrigt,contains seven (7)
letters addressed to churches in Asia Minor. Th&ewwas conscious of
being a prophet and that his messages waengroduct of divine
revelation (Rev. 22:6,7). It was therefore to badr@ublicly in church
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(ch 1:3). Nevertheless it was not at once univbrsatcepted as
canonical.

Again, it is stated that the appearance of heratnckheretical books in
the church hastened the process of canonizatiorcida about A. D.
140, sought to reform the church, which his view had become
polluted with Judaism. He completely rejected th& &nd held that
even the teachings of the 12 apostles were congednwith Jewish
ideas. Therefore, according to him, the only geamwapostle, he held,
was Paul. Hence he formed a canon consisting ot L(tike Gospel),
purged of its Jewish accretions, plus &fistles of Paul (the
Apostolikon), excluding the pastorals and Heb. To these heschcd
treatise of his own calledntitheses. Without missing words Marcion’s
limited canon forced the church to take a stanthermatter of religious
books. The church of the second century was fullsspaded that the
OT was Christian Scripture, that there were fouhautative Gospels,
not one, and that thirteen, not ten epistles ofl Rawe to be accepted,
and that other general epistles were to be included

3.6  Muratorian Fragment

Interestingly as recorded, the earliest exthkstt of the NT books
accepted by the church is contained in the kéuien Fragment, a
mutilated extract of a canon made at Rome aboutALdD. It not only
consists of a list of books but also contains stet@s regarding the
authorship, destination, occasion, and purposeadti.e

It is said that Irenaeus, who was originally frorsigd Gaul, Tertullian

from the Church of North Africa and Clement of Aéexdria who were

the foremost Church Fathers of the second centueyim general

agreement with the Muratorian Fragment on mosthef hooks to be
accepted as canonical: The 4 Gospels, 13 lettelPaol, Acts, 1 Pet., 1
Jn, and Rev. The inclusion of the "minor catholxs#es” — James, 2
Pet., 3 Jn, and Jude — was disputed for many yé&ais.was true of

Hebrew in the West. While Revelation was acceptethe West, its

place in the canon was disputed in the East. Tivere some books that
are outside the canon today that at one time werthe fringes of the
NT, such as the Epistle of Barnabas, the Shephekkonmas, and the
Didache.

It will interest you to note that the 4th centuryasv marked by
authoritative pronouncements by bishops and ctsinmegarding the
limits of the canon. For instance Athanasius, BisbbAlexandria, and
the leading theologian of the Eastern church, ohetlin his 39th festal
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letter addressed to his bishops a list of the badkke Bible, the 1st to
contain the 27 books of the Bible of the NT exaettywe have them.
"These," he declared, "are springs of salvatiorthabthe thirsty can fill

himself... and in these alone is the good news oftélaehing of true

religion proclaimed; let no one add to them or tak@ay from them." It

should be noted that this letter is important, iar influence extended
over all Greek — speaking churches in the Easthgmdiom there were
doubts concerning the canonicity of Revelatiand several other
epistles.

May be you should know that there was no generalnCib of the
Church before the 16th cent. Council of Trent mageonouncement on
the canon. Decisions by local councils, howeverremmade, which
were binding in the provinces represented, and dvdn@ regarded as
more or less normative in other areas whibey were sent. For
example, a small Council was held at Laodicea i, 3@t there is
considerable doubt regarding the genuineness ofirthé canon giving
the list of NT books. Also in 382 a Council of Rordeclared the
acceptance of several epistles including Hebsreformerly doubted
(Revelation was not doubted in the West). In N@thca the Council
of Hippo, in 393, and the third Council of Carthage397, ratified this
canon and placed all other books to a place ircémen. The canon was
now regarded as fixed and inviolable.

Finally, you should note that the Church did na¢ate the canon or
confer canonicity upon its books. The initiativethre production and
collection of the sacred books rested with God. Thearch could only
recognize and receive in faith the documents preduby divine

inspiration. The development of the canon was adugh process,
presided over by the Spirit of God. True, regio@ddurch Councils

passed upon the canon of scripture, but the rea®onasccepting the
present canon lie deeper than the authority ofetl@suncils; they are
based upon conviction that the hand of God lechanformation of the
canon.

3.7 Sects or Heresies

Hurlbut said that, the Christians of the secondtaid centuries battled
not only against a persecuting heathen world, I8d against heresies
and corrupt doctrines within their own fold. We qaotice only a few of

the most important among the sects of thatogerThe first to be

considered is Gnostics.
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3.7.1 The Gnostics

Hurlbut said that The Gnostics (derived from thee€kr wordgnosis,
"knowledge") are not easy to define, because tiheysa varied in their
doctrines in different localities and at differgmtriods. According to
him, most of them arose in Asia Minor- that hot-befl wild
imaginations- and were a grafting of Christianitpon paganism.
Gnostics believed that out of the supreme God etadralarge number
of inferior deities, some beneficent, others malignand through these,
the world with its mingled good and evil, was ceghtthat in Christ as
one of these "emanations," the divine nature was fome indwelling.
The worse still, they interpreted the Scriptureamallegorical manner,
making every statement mean whatever the intenpsstey fit. Even
though they flourished throughout the second centuhey also
disappeared with it.

3.7.2 The Ebionites

The second sect to consider is the Ebionites: Thierites (from a
Hebrew word meaning "poor") were Jewish Christiah® insisted that
the Jewish laws and customs should be observedtaied earlier in
this paper, the Ebionites rejected the writingsApbstle Paul, because
these recognized Gentiles as Christians. They despised by the Jews
as apostates, and found little sympathy from theti{&eChristians, who,
after 70 A.D., were dominant in the church. Thedsiies gradually
dwindled away in the second century.

3.7.3 Maniches

The thirds sect for our consideration is the Maeglor Manicheans,
who were of Persian origin. They were named froeirtfounder Mani,

who was put to death 276 A.D. by the Persian gowent His teachings
were that the universe is two kingdoms, afelight and one of
darkness, each striving for mastery in nature anchan. They rejected
Jesus, but believed in a "celestial Christhey were severe in
asceticism, and adjured marriages; were persetytéabth the heathen
and the Christian emperors. Augustine, the gredhesilogian of the
church, was a Manichean before his conversion.

3.7.4 The Montanists
The fourth group is the Montanists, named aftemétar, Montanus.
Perhaps, they should scarcely be classed amandhehetical sects,

though the church condemned their teachings. Thewmg are their
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characteristics:

(1) It is said that they were Puritardaming to return to the
simplicity of the primitive Christians.

(i)  Itis said that they believed in the mtileood of all true believers,
and not in orders of the ministry

(i)  They also sought for strict disciplinesthe church

(iv)  They held to prophetic gifts as the pregk of disciples, and had
many prophets and prophetesses Iwir t membership.

Interestingly, Tertullian, one of the greateamong the early
fathers, embraced their views, and wrote in thefedse.

3.8 Beliefs of the Early Christian Church

Perhaps, it is safe to state that the doctrifeshe Early Christian
Church were very simple and practical. They oftammarized what
they believed. Tim Dowley says that, these summarggied according
to the contexts in which they were used, the wsitarchurches, which
produced them, and the errors or attacks theydaeksist. In addition to
statements made at baptism (for example, Acts 8&%) solemn
commands (for example, Acts 3:6 and 2 Timothy 4stholars have
discovered summaries of the teaching of the amog$tte example, 1
Corinthians 15:3 and 4), as well as statementeldfin hymn form:

(Christ) appeared in human form, Was shown to be right by the Spirit,
And was seen by angels

He was preached among the nations

Was believed in the world

And was taken up to heaven.

For instance, some formulas mention Christ alomegkample: ‘Jesus is
the Christ’ (for a Jewish setting) or, monedely: ‘Jesus is Lord’
(1 Corinthians 12:3). Persecutors often demandadGhristians should
curse Christ and say: ‘Caesar is Lord’. Other fdasunclude God the
Father too (1 Corinthians 8:6; 1 Timothy 2:5), whilorms naming
Father, Son and Spirit appear in baptism (Matti&8,:19), worship
(2 Corinthians 13:14) and summaries of doctrinen@spans 4:4-6).

Tim Dowley says that, one important outline of lbaShristian beliefs in
the late second and early third centuries weréRbk of Faith’. Origen
described it as: ‘the teaching of the church preserunaltered and
handed down in unbroken succession from the apastie reality it
indicated what particular writers or churches tdugispecially against
heretics, but also to new converts, as the centeslsage of the Bible.
The Rule was also known by several other namés faith’, ‘the
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tradition’, ‘the preaching’ and the ‘Rule dfruth’. It claimed to
represent an apostolic tradition of teaching, aad even appealed to in
the dispute over the Christi&ascha.

However, later writers, such as Ignatius, Aristjdésstin Martyr and

Irenaes recorded more elaborate declarations ti. féti is said that

Irenaeus’ own was the first clearly identifiablel®ults main content

was as follows: ...this faith: in one God, the FatAbnighty, who made

the heaven and the earth and the seas and alstthagare in them; in

one Christ Jesus, the Son of God, who was made fitlesour salvation;

and in the Holy Spirit, who made known through gwephets the plan
of salvation, and the coming, and the birth fromirgin, and the passion
and the resurrection from the dead, and the baditgnsion into heaven
of the beloved Christ Jesus, our Lord, and hisr&utppearing from

heaven in the glory of the Father to sum up alhigbiand to raise up
anew all flesh of the whole human race ....

That was the beginning of the doctrinal developnwnthe Christian
Church, and as stated earlier, meant to defenéhitieand instruct new
believers.

4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit has helped you to know the backgrounth#o production of
your New Testament. The 27 books that are finalyected are
considered as the inspired words from the Lord.yTaee good for
instructions, edification and teaching. Now thatu have the basic
understanding of the origin of your New Testameitid you will do
well to move to the unit where you shall study tifie of the Church
Fathers and their involvement in the Formationitdiigy and Creeds.

5.0 SUMMARY

Having gone through this unit, you would @awnderstood the
following points:

(1) The composition of the books of the NewstBenent and their
authors.

(i)  The New Testament Canon was of graduatess.

(i)  Christian Local Provinces with their Cholr Fathers, made their
decision as to which books to be acceptdd the New
Testament into the New Testament Canon.

(iv) Some of the heretical groups were tGnostics who were
followers of a variety of religious movements ihet early
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Christian centuries, the Ebonites, the Maniched ahe
Montanists.
(vi)  The simple teachings of the Early Christ@hurch as presented.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Discuss the following:

1. The origin of the New Testament

2. The canonization of the books of the Negtament as a gradual
process

3. The early Christian Church and heresies

4. The development of the beliefs of thdye@hristian Church.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Cairns, Earle. E. (1981hristianity through the Century: A History of
the Christian Church. (Rev. & Enlarged Ed.) Grand Rapids:
Zondervan Publishing House.

Burns, Edward McNall Ralph, Philip Lee Lerner, Rdb&. and

Meacham, Standish (1986)\Vorld Civilizations (Vol.1, 7th
Edition) New York: W.W. Norton & Company.

Hurlbut, Jesse Lyman, (1981The Sory of the Christian Church, Grand
Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, pp. 35-40

Dowley, Tim (ed.). (1996).ion Handbook: The History of Christianity.
Singapore: Lion Publishing Plc. pp. 130-136.

Houghton, S.M. (2001)Sketches from Church History. Great Britain:
The Barth Press.

49



CRS141 CHURCH HISTORY |

UNIT 5 THE  CHURCH FATHERS AND THE
DEVELOPMENT OF LITHURGY

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1  Church Fathers Defined
3.2 John Chrysostom
3.3  Theodore
3.4  Eusebius
3.6  Western Post Nicene Fathers:
3.7  Ambrose
3.8 Jerome
3.9  Augustine
3.10 Development of Liturgy
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit discusses the lives and contributionshef Church Fathers to
the growth and stability of the Early Church. Ire tprevious unit, you
have studied that the early Christian Church fabeth internal and
external foes.

For instance, the Imperial Persecutions came fraiside the Church
and were beyond the Christians’ control. Perhaps,most damaging
battle against the Church was the interna, omanifested in false
teachings, or spurious philosophies that went eontto the Gospel.
These fathers, through their preaching and writifiggght gallantly to

preserve the purity of the Early Christian Churtherefore, in this unit
you will appreciate more, the unique role playedityy Church Fathers
to handover the Christian Church to generatiores #fiem.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit you should be able to:

o narrate the life and time of John Chrysostom
o identify the achievements of Theodore in the areaxegetics
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narrate the story of Eusebius of Caesarea, therfathChurch

History
o list the contributions of Ambrose to Christian gtbw
o narrate the story of Augustine, the prince of dlu@h Fathers

identify Jerome and his contributions to the Church
. describe the growth of liturgy in the Church.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1  Church Fathers Defined

The term Church Fathers designaties orthodox theologians of the
church during the first several centuries after Qirist. Microsoft
Encarta Encyclopedia describes the term as the “naengiven by the
Christian church to the writers who established Chrstian doctrine

before the " Century”.

They defended the truth of God's Word against hemktteachings.

They were leaders raised up by God to preach watide and practice.
In their writings you will find the history, teaatgs, and traditions of the
Early Church. Therefore, the Church Fathers whosgkwame before
the Council of Nicaea were known as Ante-Nicenbdet, whether they
were apostolic fathers, apologists or polestsci These Apostolic
Fathers had to fight against an enemy that deddrbdyd and life, an

enemy threatening the body of Christ, his Chundmfwithout.

After them came the earlier and later Church Fatidro lived between
the Council's of Nicaea 325 A.D. and Chalcedon 46D. The
outstanding ones lived in the era of external qudeting the reign of
Constantine the Great and his successors. Buttde$piquietness, it
was also an era in which destructive and hereticetrines were taught,
for the enemy from within tried to destroy the Gituby leading it into
gross error. One of these enemies was Arius, wineedehe Godhead
of the Lord Jesus; he taught that Christ was cdeatel that he was not
the eternal Son of the Father. Therefore, in thig you will also study
Post-Nicene Fathers. The first to consider is Jalilg was later known
as Chrysostom.

3.2 Chrysostom (ca. 347-407) — Expositor and &tor

John was called Chrysostom shortly after hesitd because of his
eloquence. He literally deserved the name whicdams "golden-
mouthed.” John was born about 347 A.D. into a Viaga#iristocratic
family of Antioch. His mother was Authusa, who bewaa widow at the
age of twenty, but refused to remarry in order gta might devote all
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her time to her son’s education.

It is said that Chrysostom lived a pure, simple tiiat was a rebuke to
his highly placed wealthy parishioners in Constagle. Extremely

ascetic in his insistence on simplicity of life amdlined to mysticism,

he did not always possess tact; but he did haweigeous, affectionate,
kindly nature. Though he was a giant in moral apiditaal stature, he

was short and thin. His emaciated, baldhead, aerctipg bright eyes

made a lasting impression on his hearers (Caigtil )l

Chrysostom was said to be a student of the frighBroperor Julian.
This man gave him a good training in the Greeksitaand the rhetoric
that laid the foundation for his excellent speakatgity. For a time he
practiced law, but after his baptism in 368 A.D. lmcame a monk.
After his mother’s death in 374 A.D, he practiceseaerely ascetic life
until 380 A.D. During this time he lived in a cava a mountain near
Antioch. Il health stopped this severe regime (0si1981).

Perhaps some years of study under Diodorus of $drad something to
do with his ability as an expositor. About 640 a$ ksermons are still
extant, and even a reading of the cold print gimes some idea of his
sermons are expositions of Paul’s Epistles.

He taught that there must be no divorce of monadsraligion; the Cross
and ethics must go hand in hand. It is little warthat he was and still
is hailed as the greatest pulpit orator the Eastdmrch ever had. John
was ordained in 386 A.D., and preached some obég&g sermons in
Antioch until 398 A.D. In that year he wasade the patriarch of
Constantinople. He held this position until Eegw Eudoxia finally

banished him in 404 A.D. because he had denouneetiravagant

dress and her placing a silver statue of hersalf Baint Sophia, where
he preached. He died in exile in 407.

3.3 Theodore (ca. 350-428) — Exegete

Another noted church father you will now study ihebdore of
Mopsuestia. Theodore has been rightly called "thacp of ancient
exegetes". In Cairns (1981), Theodore is said teehstudied the
Scriptures- for about ten years- under DiodorusTafsus. This good
education was made possible by his birth into altlwedamily. He was
ordained a presbyter in Antioch in 383 and becahee ltiishop of
Mopsuestia in Cilicia about 392 A.D.

He opposed the allegorical system on a thorouglenstahding of the
grammar of the text and the historical backgrouhthe text in order to
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discover the meaning of the writer. He also gavefchattention to the
text in its immediate and its more remote conteXtss type of study
made him an able commentator and theologian. Sdmisomajor
contributions are commentaries on such booksthe Bible as
Colossians and the letters to the ThessaloniamfiaPe it should be
stated that both he and Chrysostom had a heaiftiyence on the
interpretation of the Bible in their day. Therefonathout dispute, their
work was a marked contrast to the strained intéajoms of Scripture
that resulted from the use of the allegorical métbbinterpretation.

3.4 Eusebius (ca 265-ca.339) - Church Historian

The third Church Father you will study is EusebiQairns (1981) states
that Eusebius of Caesarea was one of the most ywsglatlied of the

Church Fathers. Eusebius of Caesarea has as nghthtaithe title of

“Father of Church History” as Herodotus has to tite “Father of

History”. It is said that after having a good edimmaunder Pamphilus at
Caesarea, Eusebius helped his friend Pamphilusild tp his library in

that city. According to Cairn, Eusebius was an dagsils student and
read everything he could obtain that might help hirhis research. He
excerpted widely from both profane and sactgerature. Much

literature of his day that might otherwise have rbdest has been
preserved because these excerpts were quotedwolks.

Eusebius’ personality was one that fitted him faclsscholarly pursuits.
He was of a gentle and agreeable disposition asiikeld the quarrels
engendered by the Arian heresy. He was given semadtonor at the
right hand of Constantine at the Council Mtaea and, like him,
preferred a compromise between the parties of Atbias and Arius. It
was the Caesarean Creed, put forth by Eusebiusaetdtea that the
Council of Nicaea modified and accepted. The follgnis considered
as his achievements to the history of the Chrigiiharch;

(@) His greatest work iEcclesiastical History, a survey of the
history of the Church from apostolic times untid3His purpose
was to make a record of the past trials of the cfhat the end of
its long period of struggle and the beginning of @ra of
prosperity this work is especially valuable to dagcause
Eusebius had access to the fine library at Caesanelathe
imperial archives.

(b) Eusebius also wrote thdwGnicle, a universal history from the
time of Abraham until 323 A.D. The "Chronologicahins,"
which is a part of theChronicle, provided the conventional
chronological framework for medieval history. Hisife of
Constantine was written somewhat as an appendix to lthisory
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and is an excellent, though somewhat laudatory,rceowof
information concerning the doings of Constantinetheesy were
related to the church. He also wrote a laudatoography of
Constantine.

(c) The historical work of Eusebius was coméid by two successors
Socrates and Sozomen who did not always measurt® tipe
high standard of reliability set by him. TogethethavEusebius,
these men are the chief ecclesiastical authofirethe history of
the ancient church (Earle E. Cairns; 1981).

Now that you have studied the lives in achmepts of the above
Church Fathers, who were of the Eastern originwbo served there,
you will also do well to study briefly lives of th®llowing Church
Fathers from the West. These are, Ambrose, JerachAagustine.

3.5 Ambrose (339-397 A.D.)

Perhaps, firstly, you should study the life, timedaachievements of
Ambrose. In S.M Houghton (2001) Ambrose is said¢othe son of a
Roman governor in Gaul (France). Educated in the ila Rome he

entered the Emperor's service and was stationethe province in

which the city of Milan stands. It is also saidtthahile he was there the
bishop of the city died and a division arose amtregpeople over the
choice of a successor. Probably certain of the Ipemanted a bishop
who held the heresy of Arius, while others wantdaishop who held to
the doctrine formulated by the Council of Nicéss there was the
probability that a riot might ensue, Ambrose, asagoor, attended the
gathering and spoke to the people, urging thenoialgct themselves in
an orderly and Christian manner. Suddenly the voica child (as was
supposed) was heard, saying ‘Let Ambrose be otopis

It is said that from all sides the cry was heaAimbrose is our bishop,
Ambrose is our bishop’. The startled governor resieal to the call,
even though he had not yet submitted to Christaptibm. He felt that it
came from God; he was baptized, taken into thesién ministry, and
confirmed in the office of bishop in little moresth a week.

Ambrose was a true gentle man. He was a man ofagewvho stood
firm for the right. He was an eloquent preachelrdtigrace and pleasant
words. He will however, forever be remembered fore cevent in
particular. It concerned the Emperor Theodosius wiagle Christianity
the sole religion of Romans in his EDICT of 380 A.Dhough a
professed Christian and a member of the churcimtressacred 7,000 of
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the city of Thessalonica, as punishment for a tgmein which Roman

officers had been killed. It is said that aftertthgly incidence, Ambrose
wrote a letter condemning the act. Afterwards thmpEror came to
worship at Milan and intended to present himselthat Lord’s Table.

But Bishop Ambrose, had earlier made up his mindtaaeceive the
Emperor at the Lord’s Table, he thereforackly met him at the
entrance to the church building, and said: ‘How walu lift up in prayer

the hands still dripping with the blood of the mereld? How will you,

with such hands, receive and bring to your moug¢htibdy and blood of
the Lord? Get out of here, and do not dare to addh@r crime to the
one you have already committed'.

And because Ambrose stood his ground, the RomaneEmpnade
public confession of his sin and sought forgivenésss said that, eight
months passed before he was received at the Loatie. Therefore, in
token of his submission he also issued a law tbatéforth the death
sentence against a man should never be carriedeffeot until thirty
days after it was pronounced.

3.6 Jerome

The second Western Church Father for your studlgigwunit is Jerome.
He was born in Dalmatia and latertlsdt in Bethlehem in
386A.D.Jerome lived during the same period as Atilgeisit is said that
as a youth he spent time in the Catacombs arounageR@nslating the
many inscriptions. Besides Latin, he acquired arelbent knowledge of
Greek, and was one of the few western scholars gave attention to
the Hebrew language. In fact he became one oftiled scholars in the
early Church. His greatest work was to transla¢eBible from Hebrew
and Greek into Latin. Much of this work waskcomplished at
Bethlehem. The title of the translation is knowntlas Vulgate (that is,
the Bible ‘in common use’) and was the version usedughout the
Middle Ages in the Roman Catholic Church. It was finst book to be
printed when movable type was invented in the neidaf the 15th

century. In the 16th century the famous CouncilToént termed it

‘authentic’. Jerome also opposed the Pelagius hievék much vigour.

He died in or about the year 420 A.D. (S.M. Hough®001).

3.7 Augustine

The last Church Father you will study for now isgistine of Hippo
Regis. S.M Houghton (2001) rated him as the greafesll the Church
Fathers. According to him, Augustine shines foghaabright star in the
firmament of Early Church history. He was born B43n the province
of Numidia, North Africa, not very far from ancie@arthage. It is said
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that, Patricius, his father, was a pagan, but hesher, Monica, was a
woman in whom all the virtues of a Christian motheere found in
abundance; she excelled in the fervour of her féith tenderness of her
affection, and the constancy of her love.

On the contrary, Augustine’s fathers only concemnHtis son was that
he should excel in matters intellectual. He kneat this son was highly
gifted. He arranged for him to complete his studiesthe city of
Carthage, but there Augustine found the temptatdiiée too much for
his ardent, sensual nature. He became completedpaeed by the
vanities of the world. It is said that at tthaoint in time, Monica,
however, prayed ceaselessly for her erring sonldfay it seemed as if
her prayers were not heard, and that all her emgseadmonitions and
instructions were lost upon him. In addition itsaid that Monica had
specially prayed that her son might not be allowedeave Africa for
Italy, for she feared that temptations to sin migateven greater there
than in Carthage. Yet in spite of her prayers loer went to Italy. She
feared the worst, but God meant it for the besteA& time spent in
Rome, Augustine went to Milan, and in the pdavice of God he
became acquainted with Ambrose who took much istarehim. The
sermons of the bishop impressed him greatly. Heabetp study
Scripture and, by the light of the Holy Spirit,understand the nature of
sin and grace. The struggle within his hdatame painful in the
extreme.

It is reported that, at the age of thirty-one, Asijue was in a garden in
Milan, weeping and calling to God for deli@ece from sin. He
despaired of himself. Suddenly he heard the vica bbby or girl from a
neigbouring house repeating in a kind of chantk&rand read; take and
read’. Without delay he took up the New Testamant] read Romans
13, verses 13-14, the first words on which his efgfls ‘Let us walk
honestly, as in the day; not in rioting addunkenness, not in
chambering and wantonness, not in strife and egvut put ye on the
Lord Jesus Christ and make not provision for tlksHlto fulfill the lusts
thereof’. It is said that almost at once every siwaef doubt melted
away. As it were, there and then Augustine paseat fleath to life.
We were told that immediately, he went to tell mether what had
happened. She was close at hand, for she had &adldim to Italy.
Finally, her mourning was not turned into joy, aafe blessed the Lord
who was able to do exceeding abundantly abovehatl she had asked
or thought (S.M. Houghton; 2001).

Afterwards Augustine wrote hi€onfessions, one of the most famous
books of all time, in which he describes the way ltord led him out of
sin and doubt into grace and truth. In Italy he badome a teacher of
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rhetoric, but now he returned to Africa, intendiioglive in seclusion.
This, however, was not the will of God for him. tead, he was led to
become bishop of a town called Hippo Regis, inmitlia, and his
splendid talents were devoted to the building & @hurch of God in
the West. He died at Hippo in the year 430 A.D.

Perhaps, one of his major roles in the ChristiarurCiin was his
involvement in Pelagius controversy. It is saidttielagius a British
monk, was a dangerous man, for he taught falseridest He denied
original sin and asserted that Adam'’s sin did rifgch the entire human
race. Man he claimed, is not born sinful, but i¢eai® do that God
requires of him, if he only wills to do so. In atidn, it is said that
Pelagius taught that the ability to be saved isiéoin the lost sinner’'s
heart if he will but use it. He really denied thecassity for a ‘birth from
above’, for the inward work of the Holy Spirit, afl the intervention
of the unmerited grace of God. Salvation is ‘notwalrks lest any man
should boast’ (Eph. 2:9) but Pelagius’ teachingsewartually a denial
of this great truth. Augustine was his most powleofpponent and his
writings on these themes have been influentialearly every period of
Church history since that time. Augustine will lm@nembered as a man
of who had deeper spiritual insight into the scnips that any other of
the Church Fathers. It is said of him, tm&ver was a man more
determined and fearless in the defense of the brettendered immense
service to the kingdom of God. Perhaps, it showddstated here that
Martin Luther and John Calvin, and indeed the whOkarch, under
God stand deeply in his depth (S.M. Houghton; 2001)

3.8 Development of the Liturgy

In this last part of unit five, you will now studgurgy, which is a fixed

form of public worship used in Church. Perhaps, y@ed to remind
yourself of the Edict of Constantine of 313 A.Dattlyranted freedom to
Christians. Unfortunately, that freedom led to fnactical union of the
Church and the State under Constantine and hisessers. This
eventually led to the secularization of the f€hu According to E.

Cairns (1981) the Patriarch of Constantinople camder the control of
the emperor, and the Eastern Church became a deprof the State.
He further states that, the influx of pagans ifte thurch through the
mass conversion movements of the era contributeadegaganisation
of worship as the Church tried to make these babaronverts feel at
home within its fold. He also said that this inflok pagans, many of
whom did not become more than nominal Christiaassed the Church
to call upon the state to help enforce discipliggh® use of its temporal
power to punish ecclesiastical offenses. Cairngesged that in 529
A.D., Emperor Justinian, of the Eastern segmernthefempire ordered

the closing of the Academy at Athens. Up until thate, pagan Greek
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philosophy had been taught there. In addition, igis® became lax
within the church because its resources were owedtan handling the
many converts who had been only partially conveirtech paganism.
Cairns further contend that the influx of new catsend the growth of
Episcopal power also brought changes in the worshifhe church. If
the barbarians who had been used to worshipingemagre to find any
real help in the church, many church leaders betliethat it would be
necessary to materialize the liturgy to make Gaahsenore accessible
to these worshipers. Therefore, the following e tdevelopment of
liturgy in the Christian Church as presented by@&a{1981):

().  The veneration of angels, saints, relfsfures, and statues was
a logical outcome of this attitude. Cairns therefooncludes that
connection with the monarchical state also led thange from a
simple democratic worship to a more aristocratatpidul form
of liturgy with a sharply drawn distinction betwettre clergy and
the laity.

(i) Sunday became one of the major days m @hurch calendar
after Constantine decided that it was to be a daywvic as well
as religious worship.

(i)  The festival of Christmas became a regylaactice in the West
about the middle of the fourth century, with theopiion of the
December date that had been previously used hyathens.

(iv)  The Feast of Epiphany, which in the Weslebrated the coming
of the Magi to see Christ and in the East Chribptism, was
also brought into the Church calendar.

(v)  Accretions from the Jewish sacred year, gbspel history, and
the lives of saints and martyrs led to a steadyaegion of the
number of holy days in the church calendar.

(vi) There was also an increase in the numbecebemonies that
could be ranked as sacraments:

(@8 Augustine was inclined to believe thaarriage should be
regarded as a sacrament.

(b)  Cyprian held that penance was vital toGheistian life.

(c) With the increased gap between the clergy the laity, it was
almost necessary to consider ordination ie fight of a
sacrament.

(d) Confirmation

(e) Extreme unction came to be looked on asnigasacramental
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MODULE 1

value about 400 A.D.

The early theological development of thecttine of original sin
contributed to the importance of infant baptism.tBg beginning
of the third century, Tertullian and Cyprian coresigd infant
baptism an accepted fact. Augustine especiallyhasiped the
importance of baptism.

The Lord’s Supper occupied the centralgdan the thinking of
the worshipper and the order of the liturgy. Intfat was in
process of becoming a sacrifice as well as a sasrarCyprian
thought that the priest acted in Christ’'s plac€ammunion and
that he offered "a true and full sacrifice to Gbé Father". The
Canon of the Mass, which Gregory | altered slightly, emphasized
the sacrificial nature of the Communion service. tBg end of
the sixth century all the seven acts tha Boman Catholic
Church regards as sacraments were in use and haocadted
position in worship. Sacerdotalism, the belief ttle# substance
of the ordinance is efficacious through theegtty celebrant,
steadily gained ground. This led to an increasmglgasis on the
separation of the clergy and the laity.

The veneration of Mary

The veneration of Mary, the mother of 3esieveloped rapidly
in 590 A.D.

This led to the adoption of the doctrindsher immaculate
conception in 1854 A. D.
It also gave birth to the doctrine of Ingiraculous assumption to
heaven in 1950 A.D.
The false interpretation of Scripture ahe tmass of miracles
associated with Mary in the apocryphal gospelsatect great
reverence for her.
The Nestorian and other Christologicaintroversies of the
fourth century resulted in the acceptance of Magythe "Mother
of God" and entitled her to special honors inlituegy.
Clement, Jerome, and Tertullian had dsatiperpetual virginity
to Mary.
Augustine believed that the mother ofshdess Christ had never
committed actual sin.

Monasticism, with its emphasis on the virtag virginity,
strengthened the idea of the veneration of Mary.
These and other considerations led then&o Church to give
special honor to Mary.
What at first was merely acknowledgmehher exalted position
as Christ's mother soon became belief in her cetesory powers
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because it was thought that the Son would be tgldidten to the
requests of His mother.

The prayer of Ephraim Cyrus before 400nsearly instance of a
formal invocation to Mary.

By the middle of the fifth century she svplaced at the head of
all the saints. Festivals associated with her afgang up in the
fifth century. The Feast of the Annunciation onribta25, which
celebrated the angelic announcement of the bifrth son to her;
Candlemas on February 2, the celebration of hefigation after
the birth of Christ; and the Assumption on Auga§t which
celebrates her supposed ascension to heaven, pverapal
festivals.

In the sixth century Justinian asked héericession on behalf of
his empire. By 590 A.D. she had a unique positioiihe worship
of the Roman church.

The veneration of saints

The veneration of saints grew out of tlaural desire of the
church to honor those who had been martyrs idédys when the
church had been severely persecuted by the state.
Furthermore the pagans had been accusttoried veneration of
their heroes; and when so many pagans came iatchtrch; it
was almost natural for them to substitute thents for their
heroes and to give them semi divine honors.

Up to the year 300, celebrationstla¢ grave involved only
prayers for the repose of the soul of the saint.

By 590 A.D prayer for them had become prap God through
them.

This was accepted at the Second CounclNiohea. Churches
and chapels were built over their graves.

Festivals associated with their deatmgdia place in the church
calendar.

Legends of miracles associated with theretbp rapidly.

The traffic in relics, such as bodiesthedair, or bones, became
SO great a problem that it was ordered to st&8MhA.D.

The use of images and pictures in worsipanded rapidly as
more and more untutored converts came into thecbhuBoth
images and pictures materialized the invisiblétyeaf deity.

Thanksgiving or penitential processions&mme a part of worship
after 313 A.D.
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(xiii) Pilgrimages, at first to Palestine andeiato the tombs of notable
saints, became customary. Constantine’s mothdgnidevisited
Palestine in her old age and was supposed to foawnel the true
Cross.

(xiv) Government aid and freedom of worship un@enstantine led to
extensive building of churches.

(xv) The earliest singing in the church had beemducted by a leader
to whom the people gave responses in some an@plsomging,
in which two separated choirs sing alternatelyyetigped at
Antioch. Ambrose introduced the practice of anpipal singing
at Milan, from whence it spread through the Westdurch.

(xvi) Special vestments for the priests camehaspeople gave up the
Roman type of dress, while the clergy retainenh ithe church
services.

(xvii) During this era there arose a special sda&l hierarchy under a
dominant Roman bishop, the tendency to increasetimber of
sacraments and to make them the main avenuescé,gand the
movement to elaborate the liturgy. These thindpdteto lay the
foundation for the medieval Roman Catholic Church.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Now that you have gone through the wealth of thpeernces of the
Church Fathers, you should be motivated to make pon positive
influence felt in the lives of others within younimediate community
and by extension, the Church of God.

The Church Fathers through their selfless and fszewli living,
bequeathed to your generation, the history hef Christian Church,

which is of an inestimable value. Therefore, yola inust have positive
impact that will lead many to God and worship botkpirit and truth.

5.0 SUMMARY
The main points in this Unit are as follows:

1. The Church Fathers fought both enemigt@iChristian Church
within and outside the fold.

2. The Post Nicene Church Fathers that wéithe Eastern origin
are: i. Chrysostom ii. Theodore Busebius Caesarea.
3. Western Post Nicene Church Fathers were:
i. Ambrose ii. Jerome iii. Augustine
4. Some of the services or liturgical praesi of Christian Church:
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I Sunday became one of the major dayserChurch Calendar

ii. The festival of Christmas became a regplactice in the West
about the middle of the fourth century.

ii. The feast of Epiphany was brought inte tbhurch Calendar

\2 An increase in the numbers of ceremorheas tould be ranked as
sacrament (a) marriage (b) penance ¢edlination (d)
confirmation (e) extreme unction

V. Doctrine of infant baptism

Vi. The Lord’s Supper occupied the centratplan the thinking of
worshipper and the order of liturgy.

vii.  The veneration of Mary, the mother of Jesu

viii.  The veneration of saints grew out of thetural desire.

IX. The use of images and pictures in worgxipanded rapidly.

X. Government and the freedom of worshipaur@onstantine led to

extensive building of Churches

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Kindly discuss the life and achievement of Augustad Hippo.Discuss
the development of liturgy in the Church.
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MODULE 2 THE IMPERIAL CHURCH - 313 -476 A.D

Unit1 Reconciliatory Councils and Creedal Deypehent
Unit 2 Rise of Monasticism and their developments
Unit 3 The Growth of Power in the Roman Church
Unit4 The End of Western Roman Empire

Unit5 Consolidation of Papal Power and the Riskslam

UNIT 1 RECONCILIATORY COUNCILS AND
CREEDAL DEVELOPMENT

CONTENTS

1.0  Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3.0 Main Content
3.1  The Arian Controversy
3.2  The Nature of the Holy Spirit
3.3  The Apollinarian Controversy
3.4  The Pelagian Controversy
3.5 The Development of Creeds

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The first unit of the second module of your coulsgins with the

Imperial Church. The word imperial connotes sonsments of royalty.
It tells of a Church that was fully or partially moolled by Kings,

Queens or Emperors. The period you are now studyis) the period,
soon after the cessation of the severe persecotitme Church, that is,
shortly after Emperor Constantine embraced Chn#tiaas his own

religion. Therefore, in this unit, you will studyne three prolonged
controversies that occurred between 325 and AB1l, which were

fundamental to the very existence of the Churche Tésult of those
disputes led to the numerous Councils of Bishopswere held to find
solutions to the doctrinal issues that shook thar€into its foundation.
Therefore, the following objectives present a clgature of topics you
are to study.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES

It is expected that by the time you finish studythgs unit, you should
be able to:

o define the Arian controversy that arose over thetrdze of the

o Trinity

o define the Appollinarian controversy over the nataf Christ
define the Pelegian controversy over questionginglao sin and
salvation

. identify the role of the Church Councils in thealesion of these
controversies

. state the resolutions of those Councils and theinguncements
identify those who participated in the Councils

o describe the development of Creeds in the Church.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Arian Controversy

The problem of the Trinity was one of the bitterptis ever tasted by
the Church. The problem bothered on the relatigmsshetween God the
Father and Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. Theeee speculative
thinking as to the equality in status and powerstled Godhead.
Therefore the nature and functions of the Trirgty to the dispute.

Earle Cairns shed light on the controversy in tiiing paragraphs.
According to him, Alexander, the bishop of Alexaagdpreached to his
presbyters on The Great Mystery of the Trinity inity about 318 or

319 A.D. One of the presbyters, Arius, an ascetiwkr and popular
preacher, attacked the sermon because hevdxetlithat it failed to
uphold a distinction among the persons in the Gadhm his desire to
avoid a polytheistic conception of God, Arius tamkposition that did

injustice to the true deity of Christ.

Cairns said that the issue was soteriological itunea Therefore the
following questions are to be addressed; Could SElsave man if He
were a demigod, less than true God, and of a gimldifferent essence
from the Father as Eusebius and Arius respectiasberted? Just what
was His relationship to the Father? Without mincingrds, the
controversy became so bitter that Alexander hadsAcondemned by a
synod. Arius then fled to the friendly palace ofsEhbius, the bishop of
Nicomedia, who had been his schoolmate. Since idpute centered in
Asia Minor, it threatened the unity of the empigeveell as that of the
church. Cairns said that Emperor Constantine maxnteerted effort to
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settle the dispute by letters to the bishop of Atekia and Arius, but
the dispute had gone beyond the power esfera letter from the
emperor. Constantine then called a council of isbadps of the church
to work out a solution to the dispute. This coumedt at Nicaea in the
early summer of 325 AD. Between two and three headrishops of the
church whom were from the Western section of theissrattended the
Council. The emperor presided over the first sesaind paid all costs.
For the first time the church found itself domirthtey the political

leadership of the head of the state. The pererpriablem of the

relationship between church and state emergedlgléare, but the
bishops were too busy dealing with theological sgr® think of that

particular problem.

Three views were put forth at the council. Ariudjomvas backed by
Eusebius of Nicomedia (to be distinguished fromdbiiss of Caesarea
and a minority of those present insisted that Clwasl not existed from
all eternity but had a beginning by the dreatact of God. Arius
believed that Christ was of different (heteros) essence or substance
from the Father. Because of the virtue of His &afed His obedience to
God’s will, Christ was to be considered divine. Butus believed that
Christ was a being created out of nothing, subetdito the Father, and
of a different essence from the Father. He wasaetjual, coeternal, or
consubstantial with the Father. To Arius He wadndivbut not Deity
(E. Cairns: 134).

It was said that Athanasius (ca. 295-373) becamelief exponent of
what became the orthodox view. His wealthy paréais provided for
his theological education in the famogatechetical school of
Alexandria. At the council, Athanasius insistedtt@drist had existed
from all eternity with the Father and was of themeaessence
(homousios) as the Father, although He was a distinct perdgnélie
insisted on these things because he believedftidirist were less than
he had stated Him to be, He could not be the Sawbumen. The
guestion of man’s eternal salvation was involvedha relationship of
the Father and the Son according to Athanasiusditethat Christ was
coequal, coeternal, and consubstantial with théndfatand for these
views he suffered exile five times.

Cairns explain further that the largest party weakhy the gentle scholar
and church historian Eusebius of Caesarea, whaesikedof controversy
led him to propose a view that he hoped would beaeceptable
compromise. He proposed a moderate view that wonhdbine the best
ideas of Arius and Athanasius. Over two heddof those present
followed his views at first. He taught that Chngds not created out of
nothing as Arius had insisted but that he was liegodf the Father
before time in eternity. Christ was of a likenoi) or similar essence to
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the Father. His creed became the basis of the diestdwas finally
drawn at Nicaea, but that one differed from histsninsistence on the
unity of essence of substance of the Father an8ahe

Thus Athanasius was made to convince majoritythe Council to
condemn the teaching of Arius, in the Nicene Cre#d325 AD.
Athanasius spent his last seven years at Alexandréae he died in 373
AD. His view finally became supreme throughout @eurch both East
and West long after his death.

3.2 The Nature of the Holy Spirit

The next controversy was on the relationships efHoly Spirit to the
Father. The nature of the Holy Spirit came to tbeus. How did he
come into an existence? Where is the place of tmsle? What are his
responsibilities and how is it functioning? Accarglito Earle Cairns,
Macedonius, bishop of Constantinople betwedd and 360, most
likely taught that the Holy Spirit was "a ministend a servant” on a
level with the angels and that the Holy Spirit veasreature subordinate
to the Father and Son. This was a denial of the deity of the Holy
Spirit and would be as harmful to the conceptioriha Holy Spirit as
the views of Arius were to the conception of Chrishe Ecumenical
Council of Constantinople condemned these viewd8ih. Cairns added
that when the creed of Constantinople, our Nicereed, was recited at
the third Council of Toledo in 589, the words "athé Son" f{iliogue)
were added to the statement "that proceedeth fnenfrather," which is
concerned with the relationship between the HolyiSand the Father
and the Son. Accordingly, the Western churchessinen have insisted
on the true deity and the personality of the Holiri® as coequal,
coeternal and consubstantial with the Father aadSitn (Earle Cairns:
135).

3.3 The Apollinarian Controversy

The next controversy was on Christology whishthe relationship
between the natures of Christ. The dispute centerewhether Jesus
Christ was fully man or fully God. According to s3& L. Hurlbut,
Apollinaris was the Bishop of Laodicea about 36(DAHe asserted that
the divine nature of Christ on earth was not of maut God alone in
human form. His view was sharply in contrast to slceepted doctrine
of the Church, that the personality of Jesus Chvest a union of God
and man, deity and humanity in one natukéhough Apollinaris
stressed the deity of Christ, he minimized His tmenhood. Therefore
his view was considered heretic and condemned By cthuncil of
Constantinople, 381 A.D. (Jesse L. Hurlbut, p. 68).
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3.4 The Pelagian Controversy: Anthropology — ThéManner
of Man’s Salvation

The heresies and controversy you have studiedrso this unit existed
mainly in the Eastern part of Christendom where cslaive
metaphysical theology was more or less a preocmmpadf the
rationalistic Greek thinkers. But this controverdat we are now
examining arose from the Western part of the Gémgdm and was over
guestions relating to sin and salvation. For eXampugustine and
Pelagius were concerned with the problem of thereavf how man is
saved. Was man to be saved by divine power onlyas there a place
in the process of salvation for the human will?

Cairn said that Pelagius (ca. 360-ca. 420), wasriasiB monk and
theologian whom Jerome described as "weighed doitimtive porridge
of the Scots," came to Rome about 400 wheni¢h the help of
Celestius, he formulated his idea of how man ieda¥ccordingly, he
soon found that Augustine would have no part ofitieas. Therefore,
he left Rome in 409 A. D. Pelagius was describedh asool, calm
individual, who had known nothing of the struggié soul through
which Augustine had gone before he was saved. Hdhelagius was
more willing to give the human will a place in theocess of salvation.
But Augustine had found his world helpless to ese him from the
morals of sin in which he found himself becausaisfsinful nature.

Contrary to the view of Augustine, Pelagius belttieat each man is
created free as Adam was and that each man hagsotier to choose
good or evil. Each soul is a separate creation ofl @nd, therefore,
uncontaminated by the sin of Adam. He contenfigther that the
universality of sin in the world is explained byetiweakness of human
flesh rather than by the corruption of human wil briginal sin.
Therefore, according too him, Man does not inhaniginal sin from his
first ancestor, although the sins of individualstlod past generation do
weaken the flesh of the present generation sodingtare committed
unless the individual wills to cooperate with God the process of
salvation. Pelagius stressed further that the humdhis free to
cooperate with God in the attainment of holiness ean make use of
such aids to grace as the Bible, reason, and thenge of Christ.
Because there is no original sin, infant tsptis not an essential
element in salvation (Earle Cairns, p. 137).

The above view was greatly opposed and rejectedumyustine, the
great bishop of Hippo, who believed in the denfahe grace of God by
insisting that regeneration is exclusively the waorikthe Holy Spirit.

According to Augustine, Man was originally madetie image of God
and free to choose between good and evil, but Aslam’bound all men
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because Adam was the head of the race. Man’ssmdhtirely corrupted
by the fall so that he must be considered totadigrdved and unable to
exercise his will in regard to the matter of salwat Augustine believed
that all inherit sin through Adam and that no oterefore, can escape
original sin. Man’s will is so bound that he can dothing to bring
about his salvation. Salvation can come only to dlext through the
grace of God in Christ. God must energize the humério accept His
proffered grace, which is only for those whdle has elected to
salvation (Cairns, p. 138).

Pelagius’s views were condemned at the CouncilpdfeSus in 431, but
neither the Eastern nor the Western church evely fatcepted
Augustine’s views. However, Hurlbut stated tththe Council of
Carthage of 418 A. D. condemned the Pelagian vaéewl, the theology
of Augustine became the standard of orthodoxy enGhurch (Hurlbut,
p. 68).

3.5 Development of Creeds

Perhaps, the development of Creeds started adioes against the
heresies that were creeping into the Church. iRstance, after the
Council of Nicaesa condemned the erroneous teachmfigarius, the
Church in Council immediately produced its own drge as to exclude
Arian error. Although, orthodoxy gained a temporaigtory at Nicaea
by the assertion of the eternity of Chrestd the identity of His
substance with that of the Father, the creed faatedlhere must not be
confused with the Nicene Creed used by the Chadayt although that
creed is similar to the one formulated at Nicadee €reed of 325 A. D.
stops with the phrase "and in the Holy Spirit" asdfollowed by a
section condemning Arius views (E. Cairns, p. 134).

Tim Dowley has presented the following as the Nec€need:

‘We believe in one God, the Father, Almighty, maké all things
visible and invisible; And in one Lord, Jesus Chtlse Son of God,
begotten of the Father, only-begotten, that ignpfthe substance(sia)
of the Father; God from God, Light from Light, Ve@od from Very
God, begotten not made, of one substahoengousios, consubstantial)
with the Father through whom all things were mduteh in heaven and
on earth; who for us men and for our salvation caloen and was
incarnate, was made man, suffered, and rose aguithe third day,
ascended into heaven, and is coming to judge thegliand the dead;
‘And in the Holy Spirit.

And those who say: "There was a time when he wé$s aod: "Before
he was begotten he was not", or those who preteatdtie Son of God
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is "of another substanchypotasis) or essenceo(isia)" (than the Father)
or "created" or "alterable" or "mutable", tlvatholic and apostolic
church places under a curse.’

In addition to the Council of Nicaea of 325 A. hete were other
Councils that were held where doctrinal issueere treated. For
instance, Tim Dowley said that Emperor Theodosins381 A. D.,
summoned the Council of Constantinople to reaftinmfaith of Nicaea.
No doctrinal statement put out by the Council hawiged, but at the
council of Chalcedon in 451 the Nicene cro9eedndgrhas the creed of
Nicaea was appropriately modified.

The Council of Constantinople, republishing tteaching of Nicaea
rather than repeating his wordings, probably indedpetly produced the
Nicene Creed. The following is the Nicene Creed:

‘We believe in one God, the Father, the almightgker of heaven and
earth, of all that is seen and unseen. We beliavenie Lord Jesus
Christ, the only Son of God, eternally

Begotten of the Father God from God, Ligham the true God,
begotten, not made of one being with the Fatheroddh him, all things
were made. For us men and for our salvation heecdown from

heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he becam=ainate of the
Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he evasified under

Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buriedth@ third day he
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; lcermed into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father, Heome again in glory
to judge the living and the dead and his kingdorh ave no end. We
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giverldé, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and gldrifite has spoken
through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Chui/e acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We loaktifi@ resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. An{@&mm Dowley, 177).

4.0 CONCLUSION

Throughout this unit you have noticed that the &fan Church went
through stormy voyages, as it were. However, intesppf the

controversies the Church of God landed safelyhdiugd be stated, that
at the dawn of the Reformation some of these duozdrwere attacked
and questioned by the Reformers. Christianity gagrhented doctrinal
wise and the resultant effects were oldnthardship, suffering,
persecution and gruesome death. In the course wf fywther studies
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you will know more about the episodes.
5.0 SUMMARY

It is expected that from the study of this unjgu have learnt the
following points:

1. Several reconciliatory councils met on tdoal issues such as
the Trinity, championed by Arius and Athanasius.

2. The Nature of the Son was also contdsgedipollinaria

3. The Nature of the Holy Spirit was alssadissed.

4 The questions relating to sin and sabwvatvere bitterly debated.
Pelagasius was one of the leaders of the debate.

5. The role played by the partcis in the controversies,
particularly the Bishops was highly commendable.

6. The unique role of the Emperor Constanas the head of the
Imperial Church was noted.

7. The outcome of those Councils resultéd the formulation of
Creeds that became one of the Christian rulesidi for many
centuries.

8. The resultant effects of the creeds unitexl Christian Church

throughout the Dark Ages.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. What will you consider as the reasontli@ controversies on the
Trinity?

2. Discuss the role of the ‘creed’ in thei€tian Church.

3. Discuss the role of Emperor Constantine at Cowfcil

Nicaea of 325 A. D.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Monasticism began as a reaction to the worldlirieas crept into the
church shortly after the cessation of imperiatsecution. You will
recall that Emperor Constantine became the firstsGan Emperor who
gave recognition to Christianity. His acceptancett@d Christian faith
also encouraged most of his subjects to embracest@mity. Most of
them joined the church not because they were ctetjerather, to give
moral support to the Emperor.

In addition, the Roman society became prosperoua essult of the
conquests of other nations, particularly, Carthabeere were many
slaves in Rome that were purchased and made densestiants. The
influx of many people from other nations to Romeoahdded to the
affluent society. The pleasures and comforts wesible to an extent of
lowering the moral standards of the Roman socMftigh an abundance
of wealth and comfort, there developed a seriougylaegarding the
orderliness and security of the Empire. The Chuwthsod lost her
spirituality and almost became a social gatherifigat unfortunate
development in the church became very appallingveasl abhorred by
few Christians who longed for spirituality. Theyetkfore, decided to
live a life of more rigorous practice of the faithan normal for the
average Christian. They thereby withdrew from siyciend sought
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solitude. They tried to achieve a pure Qilamsty and a deep
communion with God, which they considered ttamaable in the
existing churches. Perhaps, this brief introdurctto this interesting
subject will spur you into an action to study madetails about
monasticism as expressed in the following objestive

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of the study of this unit, you shouldaibée to:

. trace the origin of Monasteries

o narrate the story of the founders of monasteriestity what the
Bible says about asceticism describe Christiantescand monks

o identify the first monks

o define the monastic order

. enumerate the benefits of monasticism describe nibgative

effects of monasteries.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Monasticism Defined

S.M. Houghton defines Monasticism as a life apamnifthe world, a life
almost exclusively devoted to meditation and pragyeaccordance with
certain rules and regulations prescribed by thexdeus of the various
‘Orders’ of monks. According to Houghton, Monastii in its origin,

however, can be traced to the hermit’s life, a hieb@ing a person who
desires to lead a solitary life in some secludedlwithout any contact
with other human beings.

3.2 Asceticism and the Bible

Perhaps, it is appropriate to find out what theidares have to say
about the topic in question. Tim Dowley said thartp of the New
Testament have been held to encourage asceticismthiere it is
advocated for practical reasons, with no suggeshanit is especially
praise worthy. Jesus said that ‘there are some avacunuchs for the
sake of the kingdom of God’, but this was specificdor those who
can receive it'. Similarly, Paul's preference foetsingle life was based
on his feeling that Christ's return might come vesgon and that
marriage ties might impede evangelism.
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Tim Dowley states that, on the other hand, the Nestament strongly
condemns some types of asceticism. Jesus rejetidPharisees’
scruples over clean and unclean food, and Pautkattathe teaching
that it was wrong to marry or to eat certain foods.

Dowley agrees that, the Jews had traditiofsasceticism, both
individual and communal, reaching back into the @kktament. The
Nazarite vow involved temporary abstinence from eviand other
restrictions. Later in Israelite history, prophejathered into special
groups for teaching and prayer, under the leaderdhnotable holy men
such as Elisha.

Regular puritanical groups, such as the Rechabdasie into being
later; they kept apart from normal Israelite lifedaaimed at a purer and
more faithful devotion to God.

Accordingly, Dowley explains further that in Nelvestament times
there were both individual and communal assetin Palestine.
Josephus, the Jewish historian, mentions that teived some of his
teaching from a hermit called Banus. John the Bggiving a solitary
ascetic life in the Judean desert, also repregbigstradition. On the
communal side, the best knowns are the Essenegarh the group at
Qumran who produced the Dead Sea Scrolls was tts¢ pnominent.
But some Essenes lived ascetic lives in the comtpuas did some of
the Pharisees.

He asserted that, none of the earliest Christippear to have lived as
hermits or in an ascetic community. Individualsyewer, were noted
for their rigour of life and devotion to God. Mampn-Christian Jews
for his constant fasting and prayer, for examplimiaed James the
Lord’s brother. Also, in the early period, any cstent Christian life

was likely to be viewed as extremely ascetic by @alty lax society.

Some noble Roman ladies, who may have been Clmwisira reported
by pagan sources to have lived in mourning andusexi presumably
because they had no time for the pagan sociadlifeounding them.

The earnestness of these people may have dpeeunine, and their
intentions sincere, but the whole practice of mtomssn is contrary to

the words of Jesus, for he said to his disciplest your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good works #mihygyour Father

which is in heaven’ (Matt.5:16). Scripture certgitells Christians that
they are not ‘of the world’ (John 17:14), and amekeep themselves
from worldliness (2 Corth.6:17), but to do this imgans of a physical
separation from unbelievers is not possible.
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3.3 Factors that led to the Establishment of Mmasteries

May be from the onset, you should acquaint yourséli some of the
factors that led to the establishment of monadefigarl Cairns lists
some as follows:

(@) The dualistic view of flesh and #piwith its tendency to
consider flesh evil and spirit good — so charastierof the Orient
— influenced Christianity through the Gnostic addo-platonic
movements. Retirement from the world would, it whsught,
help the individual to crucify the flesh and tosdp the spiritual
life by meditation and ascetic acts.

(b) One should also remember that some Sceptseem to support
the idea of separation from the world. Paul's apptadvocacy
of the celibate life in 1 Corinthians 7 is a cas@oint. The Early
Church Fathers such as Origen, Cyprian, Tertyllzard Jerome
urged celibacy as the correct interpretation ghsBcriptures.

(©) Certain psychological tendencies strengttetine desire for a
monastic life. In periods of crisis there is alway tendency to
retreat from the harsh realities about one. The $®cond and
third centuries saw the beginning of civil disardeat was to
become so prevalent in the later history of thgiesn Many left
society for the monastery as a means of escapelifessh reality
and the moral contamination of the times.

(d)  With the union of Church and State thesgmbty of martyrdom
as a pledge of their faith could find a psychotagjsubstitute in
the ascetic practices of monasticism. Monastiasso offered a
more individualistic approach to God and salvatiban the
formal corporate worship of the times.

(e) History also played a part in the decissbrmany to accept the
life of the cloister. The increasing number oft@rans crowding
into the church brought many semi-pagan practicés the
church, and puritanical souls revoltegaiast them. The
increasing moral deterioration, especially of timper classes in
Roman society, caused many to despair of soci&drme
Monasticism became a haven for those in lteagainst the
growing decadence of the times. It was a livingaism of the
society of the day.

)] Geography merits some consideration &sctor responsible for
the rise of monasticism. It would have been muchnendifficult
to carry on the monastic life in areas where tihvaate was more
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severe than in Egypt, where the monastic life badeginnings. The
warm, dry climate and the multitude of caves in thiks along the
banks of the Nile were conducive to separationhef individual from
society. Small gardens, along with the resource$ootl provided by
the nearby Nile, made securing of food by the imhlial fairly easy.
Nearness to the desolate, forbidding scenery ofdésert stimulated
meditation.

3.4  The Origin of Monasticism

In the previous unit, you studied about doctrinahtcoversies in the
church that shook the church to its foundation &ogv the church
finally came up with a set of creeds. Interestingliile these fiery great
controversies were ranging, another movemenaiegvhich in the
Middle Ages grew to immense proportions. This wias tise of the
monastic spirit. Hurlbut said that in the early dtuthere were neither
monks nor nuns. He contends further that @teistians lived in
families, and though keeping apart from idolatr@ssociations, were
stil members of society in general. But in the ipérnow under
consideration we note the beginnings and earlyressjof a movement
toward the monastic life.

During the days of persecution many Christiangdttie find safety in
seclusion, and to grow in holiness and godlinesdiligg a life of
consecration and self-denial. Later, during thgmeaf Constantine the
Great, when the days of persecution had passedhan@dhurch and the
world drew together, many more Christians thoudpetytcould please
God by separating themselves as far as possibie the world and
living in seclusion; not as hermits, however, fbe tmost part, but in
small companies.

As stated earlier, after Christianity became domina the empire,

worldliness crept into the church and became pestalMany who

sought a higher life were dissatisfied with theirreundings, and retired
from the world. Either alone or in groupsyhdwelt in seclusion,
seeking to cultivate the spiritual life by meditatj prayer, and ascetic
habits. This monastic spirit began in Egypt, wheweas fostered by the
warm climate and the few necessities for living.

3.5 The Founders of Monasteries

As stated above, Egypt was the birthplace of Maciast, for it was
there, in the middle of the third century, thateatain Antonius secluded
himself from the world for religious purposes. Hatan said that while
Antonius was a young man he was so deeply imprdsgede story of
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the rich young ruler (Mark 10:17-27) that he dedide apply the words

of Jesus to himself — ‘If thou wilt be perfect, god sell that thou hast
and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasuneaven; and come,
take up the cross, and follow me’. Houghton furtleplains that

Antonius sold all his valuable property and disitddl the money among
the poor. He then said farewell to the world, tlatrens and friends, and
lived alone — first near his home, then in a totater in a disused fort,
and finally on a mountain. S. M. Houghton added,thwice a year his

friends brought him food, which he ate with a dttbalt. He drank

nothing but water. He decided not to comb or catHair, except once a
year, at Easter. He never took a bath. Men of yps &are often called
anchorites (those who ‘take to the bush’). Theyevel that thereby they
are able to reach to higher degrees of holinessdtizers. Antonius, we
are told, lived until he was 106 years of age.

One peculiar form of asceticism was adopted by ghiar-saints, of
whom the first was a Syrian monk, Simeon, calledlites, "of the
pillar". ‘Stylos’ is the Greek word for a pillarirSeon imagined that by
living on the top of a pillar, his soul would beitetherefore, he left the
monastery in 423 A.D and built in succession sdyglars, each higher
than its predecessor, the last one sixty feet highfour feet broad. On
these pillars in turn he lived for thirty-seven ggearhousands emulated
his life, and Syria held many pillar-saints betwdlea fifth and twelfth
centuries. But this form of life never obtaineddalers in Europe.

The monastic movement in Europe spread more sltvally in Asia and
Africa. The individual, solitary life of the ascetsoon gave place in
Europe to the establishment of monasteries, wher& was united with

prayer. Benedict's Rule, by which the Western musraéss were

generally organized and directed, was promulgate&29 A.D. The

monastic spirit grew through the Middle Ages (Hutlp.69).

Also, Houghton submits that in the West of Europggnasticism

originated in the work of a monk named Benedict wiaving lived for

a time in a cave as a hermit, established a mawyaséar Naples in the
year 529. Its members were called BenedictineduHbker stressed that
the three essential requirements or vows for tineseks, as prescribed
by Abbot Benedict, were poverty, chastity, and odeck. By obedience
was meant strict adherence to the laws of the @hamd the rules of the
monastic Order. Houghton explains further that Bemedictine Order
became immensely popular and widespread. To itnigeld a monk
named Augustine who brought forty monks to Canterlou Angle-land

(England) in the year 597. Of course, this Augesand the Augustine
previously mentioned as Bishop of Hippo Regis intNAfrica, were

totally different persons, living in different ped, but sometimes they
are confused. The Augustine who came to Canterlestgblished a
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Benedictine monastery there.

In the British Isles, one of the earliest and Bewiwn of monks was
The Venerable Bede who lived at Jarrow-on-Tyne,iarkchown as ‘the
father of English history’. So far as is known hever traveled outside
the Kingdom of Northumbria. He lived from about tyear 673 to the
year 735, and was probably the most learned méisaige in England.
He knew Latin, Greek and Hebrew, and was familighwhe classical
literature of ancient Greece and Rome, and alsb wié writings of
Ambrose, Augustine and Jerome. He himself witite Ecclesiastical
History of the English Nation which tells us most of the things we know
about the church in England from Roman days urgdd3s death.

3.6 Life in Monasteries

We have already noted the origin of the monaste il the caves of
Upper Egypt, during the fourth century. In Europe movement was at
first of slow growth, but the Middle Ages showed@at development
of the monastic spirit, both among men and womdre mumber of
monks and nuns increased enormously, with resolts ood ancevil.
In the East the early ascetics lived apart, eachsitowwn cave or hut, or
upon his pillar, but in Western Europe thiymed communities,
dwelling together. As these settlements grew ire fsind in number,
some form of organization and government becamessacy, and in
process of time four great orders arose.

The Rule of Benedict is based on two activitiegypr and work. The
individual monk, had to show high moral cwer, and Benedict
insisted that a monk should remain in the same stenawhere he had
taken his vows. The abbot was the spiritual heath@fmonastery and
exercised all the normal discipline.

In every aspect all shall follow the Rule as thgirde; and let no one
depart from it without good reason. Let his owrlimations, or brazenly
argue with his abbot... The abbot, for his parguth do everything in
the fear of the Lord and in obedience to the Rki@wing that he will

have to account to God for all his decisions.

If a brother is insubordinate or disobedient, prauda grumbler, or in
any way acting contrary to the holy Rule and desgithe orders of his
seniors, let him, according to the Lord’s commandinée privately
warned twice by his seniors. If he does not impydeehim be publicly
rebuked before them all. But if even then he dagsarrect himself, he
should be excommunicated, if he understands hoersdfiis penalty is.
If however, he is beyond conviction, he should begsically punished.
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The brothers shall take turns to wait on each ofieethat no one is
excused from kitchen work, unless prevented byngsk or taken up
with some vital business... An hour before eachlitimaweek’s servers
are to receive a cup of drink and a piece of bimagt and above their
ration, so that they can wait on their brothershaitt grumbling or
under fatigue.

At the brother's meal times there should alwaysabeeading... There
shall be complete silence at table and no whisgerany voice except
the reader’s should be heard. The brethren shadd to each other in
turn whatever food is needed so that no one needsk for anything. If
anything should be wanted, ask for it by sign leage rather than
speech.

Above all, care must be taken of the sick... Bathauld be available to
the sick as often as necessary: to the healthyeapdcially the young,
less often. The eating of meat shall also be akbwethe sick and the
delicate to aid recovery. But when they have gdtebethey shall all
abstain from flesh, as normal.

In winter that is from 1 November until Easter as &s possible they
must get up at the eighth hour of the night, st thay rest for a little
over half the night and rise when they have had@dgsleep. But the
time that remains after ‘vigils’ shall be spensindy...

As the prophet says, ‘seven times in the day damisp thee.” We will
complete this sacred number seven if, at laudf)eafirst, third, sixth,
ninth hours, at vesper time and at compline weycaat duties of our
service.

Idleness is the enemy of the soul. Therefore, xadfitimes, brothers
should be in holy reading. We believe these ouglitet arranged in this
way: from Easter until 1 October, on coming oufoime they shall do
the work needing attention until the fourth hourord the fourth hour
until about sixth hour, they should concentratereading. After the
meal on the sixth hour, they shall rest on thedsb@ complete silence;
anyone who wishes may read to himself as long adoles not disturb
anyone else. None shall be said a little earlyualbloe middle of the
eight-hour; after that they shall work at theikmsintil evening.

3.7 Benefits of Monasticism
Without gain saying, monasticism offered a lot ofnfort and solace to

the society they lived. The following could be ciolesed as some of the
good results of monasticism:
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Through ages of war, almost of anarchy, there wergers of peace and
quiet in the monasteries, where many in troubledoefuge.

The monasteries gave hospitality to travelersstble and the poor.
Both the hotel and the modern hospital grew outhaf hospice or
monastery.

Often the monastery or the convent was a refugepaoigction to the
helpless, especially to women and children.

The early monasteries both in Great Britain andtb@ Continent
promoted agriculture by the example of the monkshe drainage,
control of watercourses, the building of roads, andtruction in
cultivating the soll.

In the libraries of the monasteries were presemady of the ancient
works in literature, both classical and Christian.

The monks copied books, wrote lives of distingutsh@en, chronicles
of their own time, and histories of the past. Mafithe most precious
religious works, such as the songs of St BernadiTdie Imitation of
Christ by a Kempis, have been given to the world by thenasteries.
Without their historical writings, the Middle Agesould be a blank
indeed.

In the education of youth, the monks were the mpeideachers, almost
the only teachers; nearly all the universities anoldools of the Middle
Ages arose in the abbeys and monasteries.

In the diffusion of the gospel the monks were tlaelyemissionaries.
They met the incoming barbarians and converted ttee@hristianity.

Of these St. Augustine (not the great theologiang wame from Rome
to England (597 A.D.) and St. Patrick, who beganeéliangelization of
Ireland about 431 A.D. were examples among many asim

missionaries.

3.8 Negative Effects of Monasticism

It was also observed that there were evil resaltheé monastic system.
According to Hurlbut, some of these evils were appaeven when the
institution was at its best, but they grew more it in the later
periods, when monasticism degenerated, lost ity éarvor, its lofty
aims, and its strict discipline. Among these ewiéze the following:

Monasticism set forth the celibate life a® thigher life, which is
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unnatural and unscriptural.

It enforced the monastic life upon untold thousaoflthe noblest men
and women of their age. Homes were establishedfamndies reared,
not by the best men and women, but by those ofrladeals.

It secluded multitudes not only from family lifepytalso from social,
civic, and national life. Alike in peace and in wgood men who were
needed in the state, were idle in the monasteries.

The growing wealth of the monasteries led to Iacighline, to luxury, to
idleness, to open immortality. Many of the convdresame sinks of
iniquity.

Originally the monasteries were supported by thbodaof their

occupants; but in the later ages their work alnesgirely ceased, and
the monks and nuns were maintained by the revesfuleir constantly
increasing property, and by contributions extortexin families, rich

and poor.

All real estate owned by the monastic houses wampkfrom taxation.
Thus an increasing and finally insupportabledear was laid upon
society outside the converts. Their rapacity leth&r extinction.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Monasticism developed as the Christian Church gomld on the

spiritual realm. Christians who wanted to worshipd@n Spirit and in

Truth did not enjoy their fellowship with ghinflux of the recent
converts whom they described as ‘babies in faitffiey left their

immediate community and hid themselves in cavesiiderness. They
were able to meditate and gave their lives to Gue abuses that
eventually developed in the monasteries becammngtwarnings to
heaven bound Christians that the only safe groonaifiy Christian to
dwell is in the presence of the Almighty Father. dxee of the gospel
writers says, "All other ground is sinking sand"

5.0 SUMMARY

Perhaps, you have noted during the course of ytodies the following
points as major parts of monasticism. These are;

The origin and founders of monasteries. Factors itifeuenced their

establishments The Benedictines founded by St. dehan 529 A.D.
The benefits of monasticism includes the following:
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a. The monasteries gave hospitality to texge the sick and the
poor.

b. Monks promoted agriculture and gave uwton in cultivating
the soil.

C. The monks helped in construction of roaud bridges.

d. Monks became copyists before theemtion of the Printing
Press.

e. The monks were principal teachers iretihgcation of the youth.

—h

The beginning of nearly all the Univeiesit and Schools in the
Middle Ages could be traced to the abbeys and stenas. g.
The monks were the early missionaries.

Some of the evil effects of monasticism were comsd:

a. It enforced the monastic life upon maagyge.

b. It secluded thousands from civic, natiaral social life, because
some of them were idle in the monasteries.

C. The growing wealth of the monasteriesléeddiscipline and to

open immorality.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Discuss the factors that influehcehe establishment of
monasteries.

2. Discuss the failures and successes ofastanism.

3. Discuss the life in Monasteries.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

You are now studying the third unit of the seconddole of your

course. This unit will address how the Roman Churame to the
prominent position amongst its equals. It will et you to note that
there were about six major cities where Christiaiad had major
impacts on the lives of their citizens. Some ofsthevere Jerusalem,
Antioch, Alexandria Constantinople and Rome. Mdsthese Churches
except Rome were situated in the Eastern part @fRbman Empire
with their Patriarchs in charge. Therefore, we Iskaldy in this unit

how the Church in Rome took the prominent place ragnits equals.

The following objectives will also help you to umd&and the dynamics
in the growth of the Roman Church.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit you should be able to:

. list the reasons why Emperor Constantiredocated his
headquarters from Rome to Constantinople

. describe the vacuum of imperial authority at Ronaes \iilled by

o Church power

. describe how Rome asserted apostolic authorityit®orclaim
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describe the effect of social ministry in the grbwf the Roman
Church.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Founding of Constantinople

As you studied earlier in the previous units, Grarsty became the
religion of the Emperor and the Church came diyeatider the control
of Emperor Constantine. He was the one who chaimedCouncil of
Nicaea in 325 A. D. where issues on Christian dloetr were resolved.
And as long as Emperors made Rome the seat of Hrapire, the
Roman Church was under imperial control. At thabetiin history,
Patriarchs in other major cities were not underciwetrol of the Bishop
of Rome.

However, Constantine decided to look for a new tehpa better city
where the Roman Empire will be well coordinated. $ieceeded in
locating one. He selected the Greek city of Byzantisituated at the
meeting of the two continents, Europe and Asia. Wéee told that the
site of the city is so fortified by nature, thatah its history of more than
twenty five centuries it has rarely been taken hgmies while its rival
Rome has been overcome and ravaged many time€mperor moved
his capital to the Eastern part of the Roman Empird30 A. D. and
named his new capital after himself Constantinofilee city of
Constantine". Interestingly, soon after the Empesmcated Rome, the
Bishop of Rome made Rome the head of Christendthguagh, it was
a gradual process.

Hurlbut said that Rome asserted its right to becdy@tal. The Roman
Church was therefore gaining power and prestigd, tae Bishop of
Rome, now entitled "Papa, father" later miedif into Pope, was
claiming the throne of authority over the entireriStian world and
recognized as the head of the Europe west of tha#dSea.

3.2 The Organizational Structures of the 8man Church
Fashioned after Imperial Rule

You will recall that the Roman Empire as an extehdmpire includes
the Northern part of Africa, Palestine, Jewish omatisome parts of
Middle East and nearly all the nations ire tmodern day Europe.
Mostly, an Emperor who sometimes ruled arbitragibwverned that vast
Empire. By lifestyle, Emperors were austic and absolutely
controlled the affairs of their Empire since tharas only one head in
charge of the Roman Empire; the Roman Church aswddd to make

84



CRS141 MODULE 2

the Bishop of Rome the head of the Christian Chur¢bu will
remember that there were other cities that longelalve the spiritual
head resided in their domains, as well. Hurlbudsimre light in this
issue. He said that between the Patriarchs atalerasAntioch in Syria,
Alexandria, in Egypt. Constantinople, the new Calpdf the Roman
Empire and Rome, there were frequent contests fecegence and
supremacy. Hurlbut added that the struggle was taaéiy narrowed
down to two, before long. The choice was to be mbe®veen the
Patriarchs of Constantinople and the Pope of Rdxiready, the Pope
had followed organizational structures of thepémal Rome. Since
Rome was the seat of the Imperial authosityilarly without any
guestion, the Bishop of Rome must be the head oistdn Dom. In
addition to that assertion, the Bishop of Rome mas#eof the scriptures
to lay claim on the Superiority of Rome above otbanters. You will
learn this in the next section, which isowm as the Apostolic
Succession (Hurlbut P. 71).

3.3 The Assertion of Apostolic Sanction

Perhaps, one is safe to state that not all theolisdf the Christian
Church is fully made known to us. Some records arthentic to an
extent while some are pseudo in nature. There areyrtlaims although
carefully documented and preserved but lack mesiitse you and |
were not around at that time in history. Thosenstaand writings are
subjects of verification or at worse we take thgnfdith. One of these
claims was the assertion of the Apostolic Sanction.

Hurlbut said that Rome asserted apostolic authdoityits claims. He

adds that Rome was the only Church, which couldenamits founder
two Apostles, St. Peter and St. Paul. Adogrdto Hurlbut, Rome

claimed that Peter was the first bishop of Romeackvis now part of the

tradition. If, accordingly, St. Peter was the finsshop of Rome, and the
meaning of the Greek word bishop means a rulen 8te Peter might
have ruled with authority over clergyman and thei€h, in general.

The bishop of Rome made use of the following twapseral passages:
Mathew 16:18 and John 21:16&17 "And | tell you, yare Peter, on this
rock | will build my Church” The Bishop of Rome Hebn to this
guotation to prove that the great Apostle was i@ blusiness before
other centers. Additional text is that of John BE:17 where Jesus
Christ appeared to his disciples the third timé&rafesurrection. "Simon
Peter, Simon son of John, do you love me more thase? He said to
him, yes Lord; you know that | love you. Jesus daidhim, "feed my
lambs".... "Tend my Sheep".... "Feed my Sheepial$ then argued that
if Peter was the first head of the Church, thenshiscessor, the Pope of
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Rome must continue his authority (Hurlbut, 71).

Concerning the Petrine theory, Cairns saidt thy 590 A. D. the
teaching was generally accepted. Peter had beem gecclesiastical
primogeniture" over his fellow apostles, and theogtplic Succession
had passed on his superior position from him tohkishops of Rome
(Cairns, 157).

3.4  Character of Roman Church and Bishop

Another major contributing factor, you should notaepout the

consolidation of the Roman Church was the qualtiethe Bishops. As
it were, the bishops were square pegs in squarshdhe Bishop of
Rome was well disciplined and talented. They weageaé to the task
ahead of them. They were determined tocemsat and thereby
surmounted all odds militating against theimsalidation. Some of
these bishops were Damascus | (366-384), Leo (440-4&regory and

others. Hurlbut support the above views in theofwlhg paragraph.

The character of the Roman Church and its earlyd$estrongly
supported these claims. The bishops at Rome wettgeimain, and in
far greater measure than those in Constgrigncstrong and wise
forceful men, who made their presence felotighout the Church.
Much of the old imperial quality, which had madeniothe mistress of
the world, still dwelt in the Roman nature (Hurlpt).

3.5 Orthodoxy of the Roman Church

Another point that made the Church of Rome aheadotbers,
particularly, that of Constantinople was that af a@rthodoxy. Perhaps,
you need to be reminded of one of the traits ofratter of Roman is
conservatism. Rome resisted all sects, unlike @aotistople, Syria and
Greece where speculative thinking were péechitin matter of
doctrines, thus, made way for inroad of heresigeenChurch.

3.6 Practical Christianity of Roman Church

You have studied four major factors that brougkt@hurch at Rome to
the position of leadership. Now you are going talgtthe greatest factor
that aided the Church of Rome to the state of pnenge. The Roman
Church demonstrated beyond reasonable doubt thgcand concerned
spirit for the less privileged, downtrodden, poaiflicted, orphans and
homeless. Mathew 25 was considered and put intoamsdaily basis, in
the Church of Rome. Jesus Christ gave the followmgrds of
commendation, to a caring Church; “I was hungry god gave me
food, | was thirsty and you gave me water to drinkas a stranger and
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you welcomed me. | was naked and you clothed me&sl sick and you
took care of me, | was in prison and you visited (hatt. 25:35-36).

The Church in Rome lived what they professéde Church was,
indeed, a sermon of its own without public crusaaled the influx into
the Church became great. The new converts metynatirtheir needs
and they sang the song of the praises of the Rddimmch wherever
they went.

3.7 The Relocation of the Capital

Maybe at this juncture, you need to refresh youmowy of the previous
sections in this unit, particularly section 3.1 whgou learnt about the
removal of the Roman Empire capital from Rome ta&antinople.

The Emperor was directly the over-lord of the Churcthe new capital.
But at Rome, the situation changed. The Bishopah&was absolutely
in control of the Church. He was accorded due m&sped honour. He
became the first citizen and enjoyed full suppootrf Christian bodies.
And because the capital was moved far away to @atisbple, Europe
then looked to Rome with reverence and a feelingydlty toward the

Roman Pontiff replaced that of the Roman Emperor.

Hurlbut said that it was not long when nations oédférn Europe gave
recognition to the Roman bishop or Pope as tharigaalthority in the
general Church. Thus, at the Council of Constaptm@f 381 A. D.
under the auspices of the Emperor Theodosus, Raselaced first in
recognition and Constantinople took the secondiposi

In his contribution to the primacy of the bishopRé&éme, Cairns gave
the following insight into the topic. He satdat of the five great
Patriarchs of the Church in Jerusalem, Antioch, xAfaria,

Constantinople, and Rome — only the Patriarch ofistamtinople and
the bishop of Rome lived in cities of world conseqce by 590 AD.
According to Cairns, the bishop of Jerusalem lossfige after the
Jewish rebellion against Rome during the secontucgrHe submitted
that Alexandria and Antioch rapidly declined in ionfance when the
Muslim hordes overran them in the seventh centliyerefore the
bishops of Rome and of Constantinople wer¢ &f the two most
prominent clerical leaders by 590 AD. Cairns alsted that Emperor
Valentinian II, in an edict in 445 AD., recogniztee supremacy of the
bishop of Rome in spiritual matters. Thus both &tatd ecclesiastical
authorities recognized the claims of the bishopRofe to primacy in
the Church (Cairns, 158).
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3.8 The Missionary Efforts

One of the effective weapons used by bishop of Rn@opagate and
prove his primacy was the ministry of monks. Missioy monks were
commissioned to proclaim the gospel throughmast of all the
countries in Europe. According to Cairns, the mownise loyal to the
bishop of Rome, as they carried out assignmentsngte them with
every seriousness and in complete obedience. tdelsat, even Clovis,
the leaders of the Franks, was loyal supporterthefauthority of the
bishop of Rome. For instance, Gregory | sent Augasbne of the
monks, to England, and that monk and his succesgmes able to bring
Britain under the sway of Rome. Interestingly, véwar, the missionary
monks went, they insisted that their converts yiallkgiance to the
bishop of Rome. May be one can conclude that tifleence of the
Roman Catholic Church that is presently much fettuad the globe,
could be traced to the conscious efforts of monkssimnary of the early
time.

Without mincing words, you now understand thosédiacthat made the
bishop of Rome the head among his equals. In thgesent units, you
will study more in detail about the powef the Roman Catholic
Church.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Without any controversy, you have discovered fourgelf, how the
Roman Church came to limelight through hard wor# ant of charity.
The leaders were men of great intellect who knewvatvtb do and they
performed. Perhaps you will agree with this popskaying, there is no
royal road to success in life and that there aresunostitutes to hard
work, diligence and commitment. Even, as of todag, Roman Church
has one of the best systems of operations.

5.0 SUMMARY

If you have gone through this unit conscientiougbu should be aware
of the following points:

1. The transfer of the Roman capital to Gamisnople

2. The Church at Rome had free hand to atpewnhile that of
Constantinople was under the surveillance o&mperor.

3. The Church in Rome patterned its systegowernment after the
imperial rule, that is, only one head at a time.

4. The Apostolic Succession was also usestdabilize the Roman
Church.
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5. The character of Roman Church andtofbishops played a
prominent role in her growth.
6. The Church of Rome remained conservatne all attempts of

sects to have inroad to the doctrines of the Ghwere quashed.
The Roman Church showed practical Clamnsty.

The absence of the Emperor and his auyhpaved way to the
popularity of the Roman Church and became thading
authority in the Western Roman Empire.

© N

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

=

Comment on the “Apostolic Successionbtlye
2. Discuss the factors that led to Hupremacy of the Roman
Church.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This is one of the most important units you willidyg to gain insight
into the development and fall of many nations. Msgy you need to
remind yourself of the popular saying, that, chie power corrupt
absolutely. This unit enumerates reasons for tHeofagreat empires,
such as the Roman Empire that survived for mone #héhousand years.

The Roman Empire, which was iron-like in nature ahéracter that
existed more than a thousand years fell flat leefois attackers. If
nations will learn good lessons from the past thal not be at each
other’s throats. Perhaps, pleasures and easyréfeoals in the hands of
the enemies to prey on one’s life. Therefore yoedn® know that the
difficult thing in life is how to manage prosperifi/he history of the fall
of nations, not only of the Roman Empire tends éadl towards
indiscipline and reckless spending and unnecesaachos.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the time you finish studying this unit, you slebbe able to:

o narrate how the Roman frontiers were leftthaut much
protection

identify the effects of pleasure and luxury amoimg aipper class
Romans

identify the effects of violence and wanton dediorcin the

Empire

identify the effects of civil wars on the Empire

identify the effects of the rapidity of the invaditribes.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Relocation of the Capital City from Rome

One of the reasons, firstly, for you to consitis to do with the

relocation of the seat of the Empire to ConstapimoConstantine was
not arbitrary in the choice of his new capital citjurlbut said that the

city of Rome was not fortified with natural barseas that of the Greek
city of Byzantium. According to Hurlbut, Constardirfielt insecure by

staying in Rome to administer his great empiretamses were given
that in the earlier times of the Republic, the a@fyRome had been more
than once besieged by foreign foes. Also, in trlhistory, armies from

the provinces had many times enthroned and detremperors. Thus,

there is the need for a more secured place.

The division of the empire soon followed tbailding of the new
capital. The boundaries were so wide and the danfyervasion from
barbarians around was so imminent, that one emmendd no longer
protect his vast dominions. Diocletian hadgue the division of
authority in 305 A.D. Theodosius completed the s#pan. Therefore,
from the time of Theodosius the Roman world wasdeigt into Eastern
and Western, separated by the Adriatic Sea. ThéeEa&mpire was
known as Greek, the Western as Latin, from the glieg language in
each section. Humanly speaking, Constantine sofgghsecurity and
continuity of the Roman Empire (Hurlbut p.72).

Unfortunately, that division of the empire atite relocation of its
capital to Constantinople did not help theatter. Rather, lives of
millions of the Romans in the West were exposeddamger. The
barbarians saw the events as an inducement far rheg¢s to perfect
their acts of destruction and vandalism. Pleasee tbat the word
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barbarians is not used as a derogatory term, rateiRoman used the
word to describe other races and tribes except sbbms, the Jewish
and the Greeks.

It was not long after the relocation of the capd#y that the moral and
political decay continued unabated. Hurlbut says wthin twenty five
years after Constantine’s death in 337 A.D., theida on the border of
the Western empire were broken down and hordesadjabians were
every where pouring in upon the helpless provirsggzging territory and
establishing independent kingdoms. Therefore, lagk strong
fortification, and adequate protection, was ong¢hefreasons for the fall
of the Western Roman Empire (Hurlbut, p.72).

3.2 Romans Riches Coveted

Another point for your consideration is the Romaaffiuent society.

The empire had many rich cities with abundanceldthto the downfall

of the Western Roman Empire. They had large fidldkpf harvest and

possessed almost all the necessity of life. Contathe above scenario
were the poor, warlike uncivilized and wanderinidpes surrounding

them who were in dire need of those possessiongnWiowever, the
opportunity came the barbarians had inroads anddes the Western
part of the Empire that was unprotected and occubiese territories.

3.3 Civil Wars also weakened the Empire

May be you should note also that not many natia@rs survive many
civil wars. The damages are not usually repairalie. lost of lives and
many other valuable thing, usually impedes rapidovery and
restoration. And that was the case of the Westemadh Empire. It was
said that civil wars were carried out through gatiens by claimants to
the imperial throne. Accordingly, the emperors weeelonger chosen
by the senate, but when one was slain each arraydifferent province
set up its own candidate and the decision was ynebbes but by arms.
It was later reported that in ninety years, eigleders were hailed as
emperor and claiming the throne. There was definite line of
succession and that resulted into chaos. Citieg wemdered, armies
were extravagantly paid and the whole empire wasoirarished by the
ambition of men for power. The end result of thospleasant memories
was that garrisons were called away from the berdard there was no
one to protect. The land was left open dredpless against the
barbarians (Hurlbut p.74).
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3.4  Economic Decay

You may recollect that, for a while, the economytttd Roman Empire
was based on slaves. Meaningful living in Rome vimsed on
Agriculture and its produce. Sadly, slavesreveised to manually
cultivate and till the land. As long as there wemnquests to make,
Romans felt happy and secured. They were so ricdlaves that they
engaged slave in other domestic works. Even, duthegbreakthrough
of the Industrial, Agricultural and technologi revolution, average
Roman farmers felt unconcerned. If you couldalie Romans were
known for conservatism and reference. The Romahsak change with
time, and their farmers were left behind. Sinced¢hgas no more influx
of slaves, agricultural activities became dwindJittgus famine took its
toll. In addition to the reduction of slaves, tHagues of the second and
third centuries in Europe sharply reduced the papards. Those
unfortunate incidents will lead you to the nedint of your study
(Edward Burns, 263).

3.5 Inability of Romans to Fight in Wars

We have previously addressed the wealth of the Eampi this unity.
The Romans hired men for labour and depended mostlthem for
defense and gainful employment. Since they had mooeey, they
could not fight personally by themselves any maremar fronts. In
those days, armies fought face to face in physeahbats. The
barbarians had upper hands in war arenas, bechagehad trained
themselves in the acts of warfare.

Also, to compound the issues, we were told tha&,Rbmans had hired
many of the barbarians to man the legions, whaftme often fought
in defense of Rome against their own people. Mbshe later armies,
their generals, and even many Emperors themsaae®e from the
barbarian races. In such arrangement, there cowltd be total
commitment to the Roman Empire (Hurlbut, 73).

3.6  The Coming of the Invaders

Perhaps, there are forces beyond human beingslthays lead to their
displacement from their original habitations. Sooh¢hese forces could
be wars, natural disasters, famine, draught, epmemtsunami,
earthquake, flood and other calamities. The aboeastrophes
sometimes are beyond the control of ordinary pexsblowever, in our
age, when a nation is threatened with disasterghbeuring countries
come to their rescue and set her back on her Téet.role of the Red
Cross and other Voluntary agencies could not bgotten in such cases
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when the unexpected happens. We were told thamthement of the
Asiatic tribes into Europe was caused by one of étiés mentioned
above.

As a student of Church history, you will recall tthlae Lord made man
and placed him in his original habitation and asrbegan to multiply,
they spread all over the globe. Some left theicgdeof birth in search of
better lands and severally changed their locatiBeshaps, that was the
case of a tribe in Central Asia, the Huns, undeirtlking Attila.
Probably, they were afflicted with draught and rexed more habitable
place for their race. Although, we may not know theole truth about
their movement, one thing is certain, at leasty thvere not satisfied
with their condition on ground in the land of theiativity. They left
their home and turned to the West, towards EurBeehaps, the Huns
were notable warriors and thereby very ruthless aegtructive.
Therefore, as they moved towards Western Europg,dame in contact
with other races, which were less sophisticatedh bot warfare and
cultural wise. Therefore, the Huns under AttilaitHeng did not find
much resistance from the original settlers. In ofdethem to save their
lives, they gave way to the Huns and migrated tht® Western part.
You will study these tribes in the next section.

3.7 The Invading Tribes: The Visgoths

Now, let us study these tribes or races as thegdeg Western Europe
in search of greener pastures. As stated earhey, were chased away
from their original place of settlement. And in erdor them to survive
they migrated into a new land. They met people were already
cultured who have settled in their lands for ceegirSome of the tribes
or races that came to Europe for protection arskarch of better lands
were the Visgoths under the leadership of AlariouYvill recall that at
that point in time, the frontiers of the WesternnkRm Empire were
porous. There were no strong fortifications to pcothe territories from
assaults of the foes. The Visgoths capitalized upenweakness of the
Western Roman Empire, swept over Greece and Itaptured and
spoiled Rome and set up a kingdom in Southern Erédarlbut p.74).

3.8 The Vandals under Genseric

The next set of tribes or races that moved to Eeinwpre the Vandals
under their leader, Genseric, in 406. The groupsiheal across France
to Spain and then into Northern Africa, conquetimgse countries. The
Vandals actually vandalized all they saw and maeyTcould be called
destroyers of anything good and progressive.
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3.9 The Burgundians, 414 A. D

The third race that invaded the Western Roman Empias the
Burgundians, in 414. They quickly crossed the Rland established a
kingdom having Strasburg as its centre. They weteviolent; rather,
they adjusted quickly to their new acquired fortine

3.10 The Franks 420 A. D

The next tribe to attack the Western Roman Empas from Germany,
in 420 A.D. The Franks seized all Northern Gauljonhthey named

Francia. The tribe settled well and mixed with Hedtlers on ground.
They set up their kingdom and had many able lea@srs of their kings

was Clovis who became a Christian and many of b@pfe accepted
Christianity. The Franks had the desire that albudth embrace

Christianity. Therefore, throughout the Northdfarope, they made
Christianity compulsory for everybody and those where not

enthusiastic about the Christian faith were forcBuls, the gospel was
made known to many nations in the Northern paBwbpe.

3.11 Saxons and Angles, 440 A. D

The next tribes were the Saxons and Angles fromnizek and other
parts in the North in 440 AD. As you are aware frdms unit, the

weakness of the Western Roman Empire made the Rdegaons to

desert Britain. There were neither funds to mamtae hired armies,
nor were the Roman willing to fight to defend thigontier. Therefore,
when the invaders came, it was easy to make insyageheration after
generation.

3.12 The Huns under Attila, 450 A. D

The last tribes you will study among the invadessevthe Huns, under
their merciless King, Attila. Previously, you hameted how that tribe
displaced and subjugated other tribes they metein tvay from Asia.

After the Huns destroyed their new acquired settiets) they set out
again for new fields. At that time, they came clas¢he frontiers of the
Western Roman Empire. There they saw the prospdendgs before

them and coveted them. Therefore, about 450 A2, Hhns invaded
Italy and threatened to destroy, along with the RorEmpire, the new
established small Kingdoms of the Goths, Vandald Banks. Since
Attila could not be persuaded to settle the matteicably, it resulted to
a bloody conflict in 451 A. D., at the battle of &bns. Under the
leadership of Rome, the battle was against the Hasmshey suffered a
lot of casualties. Perhaps, one can state thahatike of Chalons settled
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matters of invasions from Asia, at least, for thextn20 years. The
settlers, who had just formed new small kingdonvetitgped their own
civilizations and ran their own affairs by thems=\(Hurlbut, 75).

3.13 The Fall of Rome in 476 A. D

You have followed the trends of events as they ldefbin the Western
Roman Empire. At least, from your studies of thistUyou have noted
that the Western Roman Empire had suffered sefiattacks from the
invaders. They had apportioned the large terrieomong themselves,
and thereby reduced the one time Great Empire small territory.
Even, at that point in time the Emperors who weréhe East, made no
provision for adequate security to protect thewnfrers. It was not
difficult for any experienced general to exploietkituation. Therefore,
in 476, the Heruli, one of the small German trihggler their king
Odoacer came to Rome, took possession of it arfaetd Augustulus,
the boy emperor. King Odoacer, thereafter, tooktittee"King of Italy".
From that year, 476, the Western Roman Empire dama@ end. It will
interest you to note that from the time when thenftation of Rome was
laid and when it turned to state and finally to empire was fifteen
hundred years (1500years) for everything thas kA beginning will
surely have an end. The ancient empires have cowhegane, but left
lessons behind for younger generations to learmdaps, you should
learn lessons from history so that you maypid all possible fall.
(Hurlbut, 75).

4.0 CONCLUSION

From the beginning of this unit, you have oed how the mighty
kingdom had fallen. It was a gradual decay causgdabgross of
indiscipline. When a nation does not follow thehpatf justice and
fairness, it will soon fall flat as ancient kingdsrdid. There is nothing
morally wrong for an individual or a nation to beessed with wealth.
The only question one should strife to answer ig libe wealth is
distributed or used for the benefit of masses. Ruwenans felt self-
sufficient until the tide changed for the worse dhd Western part of
the empire was swept away in 476 A.D., although, Eastern empire,
endured until 1453 A. D.

5.0 SUMMARY
Throughout this unit, you have learnt the followpgnt about how:

I. the transfer of the seat of the EmpireGonstantinople from
Rome, in 330 A.D. became an inducement to the foegarly
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invasions of the Western Roman Empire.

il. the downfall of the Western Roman Empiras caused by many
factors and one of them was lack of patrioticispir

iii. how luxury and wealth spoilt the Roman® an extent that they
were not willing to work with their own hands, at, they hired
labour to do most of their national and domesigignments.

V. the Civil Wars caused by successions ¢oithperial throne, also,
wrecked the Roman Empire.

V. the coming of the barbarians from thetiar of Asia in search of
better land and fortune.

Vi. the six major tribes that invaded Romanpmwere the Huns
under their King Attila the Visigoths under theadership of
Alaric, and the Vandals under Geneseric. Othersewthe
Burgundians, the Franks and the Saxons and Angles.

Vii. the Battle of Chalons, 451 A.D. which wasdecisive one in
favour f the Europeans

viii.  the Heruli, a small German tribe, under ithking, Odoacer

conquered the city of Rome in 476 and took thHe &f "King of
Italy”". Thus seal the western part of the Romarpite

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

=

Discuss the invasions of the barbarians.
2. Comment fully on factors that led to tdwvnfall of the Western
Roman Empire.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will study two important topicthough, not closely
related. These are the Consolidation of Papal Powad the rise of
Islam. In the Module 2, Unit 3 of your study, ydudied how Bishop of
Rome came into prominent position among his equéast also learnt
that the Roman Church cared for the poor, ieedy and the less
privileged. In addition, she had capable é&adwho stood for
orthodoxy. The Roman Bishop was a tower of stremdhing the
sacking of Rome in 410 A.D by Alaric and his Vidgiotfollowers. You
will also recall that the Emperor was far away ims lcapital,
Constantinople when the imperial throne in the Wektinto the hands
of King Odacer, the Heruli and his people, in 47®AThe Bishop of
Rome stood firm in the time of that crisis to sdfe Romans from the
hands of their foes. Therefore, the people of Itaye to look to the
Roman bishop for political as well as spiritualdeeship. Leo 1, who
occupied the Episcopal throne in Rome between 404&1, was the
ablest occupant of that chair unit Gregory | tobkttposition in 590
A.D. Therefore, in this unit, you will study thectars that led to the
Consolidation of Papal powers as presented inal@fing objectives.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the time you finish studying this unit, you skebbe able to:

o identify the factors that strengthened Papal Powers

o describe the commencement of the declining stagbdrpower
of the papacy

o describe the life of Prophet Muhammad and beginafiglam.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Progress of the Papal Power: Righteousving of the
Earlier Bishops of Rome

Perhaps, one of the major causes of the developaigmapal powers
was rooted in transparency, honesty, abifityd dynamism of the
bishops of Rome. Most of the early bishops were prghteous, pious
and dedicated.

Perhaps, one is safe to state that the stage wflyio the papal power
began with the pontificate of Gregory |, who wasisidered to be the
first medieval pope, and came to its height undegGry VII, known as
Hildebrand.

3.2  Historical Background of Gregory |

The following is brief background of Gregory | bedocataloging his
achievements toward the Consolidation of Papal po@airns said that
Gregory was born in 540 A.D, into one of the oldble, and wealthy
families of Rome, and was given legal education.al$e studied Latin
and literature extensively. About 570 A.D, he waadm Prefect of
Rome, a position of importance and honour. Shaftlgr that, he gave
up the fortune that he had inherited from his fgthed the proceeds of
it were used to build seven monasteries in Itabir@s explained further
that he was made an ambassador as he represemtedrttan bishop at
Constantinople. When, however, Pope Pelagius diettheo plague in
590, Gregory was chosen to replace him. Cairnsddhugt, Gregory |
was one of the noblest of the leaders of the Ro@taurch. He was a
man of humility who thought of himself as "the samv of the servants
of God". He was a zealous missionary and was imsrial in winning
the English to Christianity. In addition, he wagi@d preacher, with a
real message for the time of crisis in which hedivit was said that his
sermons were practical and stressed humility aety pi
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3.3 The Claims of Gregory |

Perhaps, the above historical background of Gregaltymotivate you
to study his contributions to the Church as follow:

a) He asserted the spiritual supremacy obisieop of Rome.

b) He exercised Episcopal care over the clagadf Gaul, Spain,
Britain, Africa and Italy.

C) He appointed bishops and sent the palline,staff of office, to
those whose appointment he had made or ratified.

d) Though, he preferred to be called thea®ref God, he will not
allow anyone else to claim the title "Supee head of the
Church". The title was reserved for the bishopRwme, now

Pope.

e) Gregory made the bishopric of Rome onthefwealthiest in the
Church of his day — by excellent work as an adstiator.

f) Gregory raised troop to protect Rored forced the Arian

Lombard king to make peace to win them from Aisami

0) He also organized the Gregorian chant, wiliame to have a
more important place in the Roman Catholic Church.

h) He emphasized the prerequisites for thadpsc, the virtues a
bishop needs for introspection.

i) Gregory laid the ground work of the thegy that was held by
the Roman church throughout the Middle Ages uftibmas
Aquinas formulated his summa.

)] He widely made use of the Canon of the $/dmat considers the
Communion as a sacrifice of Christ's body and dleach time it
is performed.

k) He emphasized good works and the invocatibthe Saints in
order to get their aid.

) The Medieval theology bore the Stamp oé@arry’s thought.

m) He systematized doctrine and made @mirch a power in
politics.

Perhaps, one should agree with Cairns, that, théfjpate of Gregory is
indeed a landmark in the transition from ancientnmedieval church
history. The next section you will study in thisitunill be the Zenith of
Papal Power.

3.4 The Zenith of Papal Power: The Pontificatesf Gregory
VIl and Innocent Il

The word Zenith indicates topmost, a peak, uppeellethe highest
point or directly above others. The period whenghpal power was at
its best and highest could be considered as beth@®hand 1305.
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Perhaps, Hildebrand’s career readily divides itgald two periods. He
was the power behind the papal throne for over tygears before he
became pope in 1073, and from 1073 unt death in 1085 he
exercised the powers that he had obtained for dpepwhile he was a
humble supporter of the papacy. He was aboleinfluence the
formulation of papal policy under five popes beftwe finally became
pope. It will interest you to note the followingaains of Gregory VII.

1. He put into practice his ideal of a th@oy in which temporal as
well as spiritual power would be exercised by pope as the
vice-regent of God.

2. He insisted on the abolition of simonydahe enforcement of
clerical celibacy as the best way to reform thenBo church.

3. He claimed that Roman church owedfaisndation to "God
alone", that its pontiff was "alone to be calledversal"; and that
he had power over all bishops. The assertion ihen"Dictatus
Papae"

4. He claimed that there had never beernr énrahe Bible, there
would never be error in the Roman church and dlsabrding to
the Bible, it would never err.

5. He asserted that countries such as Edgldmngary, Russia and
Spain had been put under the control of Petehansuccessors.

6. In 1075, a Roman synod, under Gregory fgtbade any high
clergyman to receive investiture to a chumffice from a
layman.

7. He excommunicated Henry 1V, the Emperothe Holy Roman

Empire, that was a bold step as any pope hadiaken.

Accordingly, due to seemly civil unrest in his dom&lenry came for a
release from the Pope at Canossa in 1077. It wedlsast Gregory did
not attend to Henry until he stood barefooted & $mow outside the
gates of the palace on three successive days betoneould admit him
to his presence. After genuine repentance, Greyfdrythen release
King Henry IV from his sentence of excommunicatidihus, Gregory
VIl humiliated the greatest ruler in Christendom.

3.5 Papal Supremacy under Innocent Ill

Innocent Il was elected Pope in 1198. He brougatredieval papacy
to the zenith of its power by the following clainasd activities.
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Innocent believed that he was the "vicar of Chrigtith supreme
authority on earth.

He believed that kings and princes derived thetin@ity from Pope and
that he could therefore excommunicate, depose tirelay an interdict,
which forbade the clergy to perform any serviceéha church, but the
most essential services of the church, upon the.sta

He believed that God had given the successor @rBe task of ruling
the whole world, the church as well as the State pope stood above
man and below God.

It was also said that Innocent Ill asserted that3kate should be related
to the Church as the moon is to the sun, and th#teamoon shines by
the reflected light of the sun; the State was tekba the glory of the
papacy and derive its power from the Pope (Capn214).

Innocent Ill placed France under an interdict thffi¢cted everyone in
the nation, closed all churches until Philip sulbedtto the will of the
Pope. Also, between 1205 and 1213 Innocent wastatlefeat John of
England in a contest over the election of an Arshbp of the vacant
archbishopric of Canterbury.

3.6 The Decline in Papal Power

As stated earlier, the pontificate of Innocent iarked the peak of
Papal Power in Europe. However, after his dea#retiwere other popes
after him who could not maintain the legacies. Tpumntificate of
Boniface suffers humiliation from the temporal pow€lement V
became Pope after the death of Boniface, &ndias during his
pontificate that the papal court was transferredAtagnon in 13009.
Therefore, the removal of the papal seat from Ram&309 was the
beginning of the era known as the Babylonian céptief the papacy.
Until 1377 the papacy was under the influence effhench monarches
and lost the powers she had in Europe. Cairnsdstatd, in 1377, the
reigning Pope, Gregory XI, returned to Rome.

Therefore, from 1378 the Popes have continuedllothg at Rome,

making claims as high as ever but unable to enftiresn (Hurlbut, 88;

Cairns, 217). From the scene before you, thereeasons for you to
accept the popular axiom that everything that ggesnust come down.
The only kingdom that will last forever is thatddsus Christ. From this
juncture, we shall turn to the rise of Islam, thed heirs of the old

Roman Empire, the first and second been those steEaand Western
Empires.
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3.7 The Rise of Islam

The rise of Islam could be traced to Mohammed whs torn in 570 at

Mecca in Arabia. He lost his parents early in ldad was under the care
of his relations. Being an honest man, and a harking young man, he

obtained the favour of a widow whom he sdrvand eventually

married.

It was about 610 A. D. when Muhammad felt that heswealled by

Allah to be his messenger. He began with refornthenmidst of people
who loved idol worship. It was also said that teeple of Mecca had an
idol per day for worship throughout a whole yeatcept one day that
was free. With that background, the assignment oh&nmed was an
upstream task.

In 622 A. D. the inhabitants of Mecca rose agaMshammad and his
few converts. He fled to Medina (the flight is knows Hegira) where
he made more converts. In 630 A. D. Mohammad masl&dmeward
journey, and at that time, the people of Mecca piece him and the
message. Just two years after that, he died ilAGB2

According to Earle Cairns, the following atee major beliefs of
Muslims:

Belief in one God known was the central theme lafnts Allah made his
will known through twenty-five prophets, includirgblical characters
such as Abraham, Moses, and Christ, but Mohammedealatest and
greatest of these prophets.

Islam is fatalistic with its idea of passive subsios to the will of Allah.
The good Muslim prays five times daily, facing Macéle also recites
his creed daily.

Fasting for thirty days (one lunar month) is alspexted of Muslims.
Almsgiving is important as the faithful is expectedgive out at least
1/40 of his income.

The holiest Muslims are those who, at least onaenduheir lifetime
make a pilgrimage to Mecca. (Cairns p. 175)

3.8 Progress of Islam

Perhaps one can state that at the initial staggah, the progress made
was not through violence. Muhammad relied on manéllences in
preaching his gospel. However, the method chhrgjeortly after a
peaceful take off to that of force. His convertsdmae warriors and
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forced people to accept Islam. Hurlbut said tha, Arab warriors gave
two alternatives of Islam, tribute or death to gveation or tribe who
resisted their arms. Accordingly, Muhammad was seded by a series
of Caliphs who built up a vast Empire by the swdtdlestine and Syria
were conquered and the holy places of Christideityunder the power
of Islam. Their conquest included Egypt, all Northéfrica and the
greater part of Spain. The religion tore away pmoei after province
from Greek Emperors of Constantinople unto its Ifiextinction.
Eastward, the Empire of the Caliphs extended beyergdia into India.
Their capital was at the Bagdad on the Tigris (bl 90).

Today, there are over a billion muslims aroundglude. The following
are facts about Islam:-

1) Islamis very simple to understand anddarsuperior to paganism
Islam opposes image worship

2) It rejects saintly meditation and culttleé saints
3) Throughout the Muslim world abstinencenfrgtrong drink is
desired.

4) Literature and science were proghotender the Caliphs.
Interestingly, the Arabians gave the world the etats 1, 2, 3,
etc.

Without much questions, Islam has contributednensely to the

modern day society.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Throughout this unit, you have learnt about theitheof Papal power.
The papacy exercised great temporal power betw&&4 and 1305.
Hildebrand was able to humble the Emperor of thiyRmman Empire.
Also, Innocent Il was powerful enough to forceend of rising nation
states to do his will. However, the power of papgoy abated as from
the time of Pope Boniface till the time of the Bhdmyan Captivity in
1309. The papacy was under the influence of thedfrenonarchies
until 1377 when the seat of Pope was brought bacRame (Cairns
p.209).

You have also studied the rise and developmenslaf. Tim Dowley
said that at the very time when Gregory the Greas wrning away
from the Eastern Mediterranean and seeking to dxpapal influence
throughout the West, there began in Arabia theectaoé a remarkable
religious leader, Muhammad of Mecca. His teachihgd an almost
immediate impact. The movement of Islam was bond, spread with
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dramatic speed outside Arabia after the petphdeath under the
caliphs, literally ‘successors’.

Tim Dowley added that, the major factor that ledthie rapid growth
was the extraordinary religious enthusiasm genérate Muhammad
and his immediate converts, the ‘Companions’. Withicentury of the
prophet’s death, Islam had reached the Atlanticr@doo) and the River
Indus (Pakistan).

Without mincing words, the rise of Islam editly influenced the
political and economic development of the two haleé Christendom.
Therefore, Islam became medieval Christianity’saggst opponent (Tim
Dowley, 234). You have also studied about the douations of the
Arabs to the world of Science and literature. Cauosatly, Islam
impacted the development of the modern society.

5.0 SUMMARY

Throughout the pages of this unit, you have studedvarious ways
and also a stage of the consolidations of PapalemwSome of the
following points are considered as part of the gbating factors:

1 The ability, dynamism and capability esps of Rome.

2. The Church was highly orthodox. The ChuwtiRome was very
conservative in nature.

3. The Church had respect for oral tradgiohthe Church Fathers.

4. The bishops of Rome were greatly involwedharity works.

5. The bishops of Rome devoted their timpdbtical affairs when
the seat of the Empire was removed from Rome.

6. The bishop of Rome, severally, throughatiacy rescued Rome
from ruin, and the attacks of the enemies.

7. During the Pontificate of @Goey VII the following
achievements were made

(@) The Clergy Reform was instituted

(b)  The church was set free from the control ef &tate

(c)  The Church was made supreme above the State

8. During the Pontificates of Gregoryl\dnd Innocent Il the
following documents were used extensively for ¢basolidation
of Papal authority.

(@) Forged donation of Constantine. That vaasdaim of the bishop
of Rome, that the first Christian Emperor Constenhad given
to bishop of Rome, Sylvester | (314-335 A.D) Supeeauthority
over all European provinces of the Empire and lpiowed the
bishop of Rome as ruler even above the emperors.
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The second document was False Decretdisdufre published in
850A.D. said that the document professed to loesidms given
out by early bishops of Rome, from the apssdownward,
setting forth the highest claims, such as the labssupremacy
of the Pope of Rome over the universal church;ili®lability
of the clergy of every rank from any accountapitid the State;
to the extent that no secular court copdge in matters
pertaining to the church.

Innocent |II successfully humiliated kidghn of England by
excommunicating him in 1208. He also compelledlitentious
Philip Augustus, King of France to receive back Wife, whom
he had divorced.

Probably, the decline in Papal Power etiavtith the Pontificate
of Boniface VII who was humbled by Edward | of Hamgd.

The period from 1305 to 1377 is wnoas the Babylonish
Captivity, when the French King compelled the Paeat to be
transferred from Rome to Avignon in France

The rise and spread of Islam, with Muhawhraa the Prophet
whom Allah used to propagate the religion.

Islam has simple beliefs with only fivejorgpillars of the faith.
Islamic religion began its propagationotigh persuasion and
was supported with free will donations. Later, thmde of
conversion changed to force and violence.

Islam has dominated many countries ofatbed today.

The contributions of the Arabs to the ambeament of science and
literature could not be over emphasized.

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Discuss the Pontificates of Gregory | emtbcent Ill.
Discuss the rise and spread of Islam.
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UNIT1 THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
The Holy Empire

This is the first unit of module three of your sfud&o far, you have
been able to trace the origin of the Chuetid the developments
through the centuries. The claims of the bishopRaihe as the head of
the Christian Church worldwide were also notedhia previous lesson.
Earlier, it was also discussed that, the old BRonimperial Empire
succeeded by three heirs, these were: théy Béedieval Western
World, with Rome as the seat of the governmentByzantine Empire
with Constantinople as the headquarters and Islamrtd as third heir.
You will recall that King Odoacer who took the &itKing of Italy
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sacked the Western Roman Empire in 476 A.D. Siheg¢ year, the
territories in the Western Roman Empire had beeectly under the
supervision and protection of the Bishop of Romé&ashead. However,
those claims and assertions of papacy were seyearadlllenged after
590 A.D.

For instance, the emperors in Constantinople, waleeved that the
Church should be subordinated to the ruler of ttete$S were steadily
encroaching on what the bishop of Rome thought Wesgrerogatives
and possessions.

In addition, the Lombards of Arian theology madeeiapts to invade
Rome, and possess it. Cairns said that, theseutfés forced the Pope
to look around for a powerful ally who would suppbis claims to
spiritual power and to temporary possessions ity.lthhe Frankish
rulers seemed to be the most promising allies,veitid them the Popes
made an alliance that was to influence both ecadéisal and political
affairs during the Middle Ages. The new politicahgre in the West, to
which the Pope gave his assent in 800, revivedrtiperial idea of the
Roman Empire; but the rulers of this new empireemer be Teutons
rather than Romans. Therefore, the glory of regwvime Roman Empire
went to the Carolingian rulers (Burns, 1986: 18Wjith this brief
introduction, you should be in top gear by nowstody the following
objectives in this Unit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit you should be able to:
o identify the founders of the Carolingian Empire aése the

background of Charlemagne enumerate the achievemant
Charlemagne identify the Carolingian great leaders

o identify the Emperors and Popes of the Era

. discuss the decline and fall of the Holy Roman Empi

. list the reasons for the separation of Latin ande&rChurches in
1054 A.D

o discuss the decline and fall of the Eastern Romapiie in

. 1453 A.D.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Founders of the Carolingian Empire

As stated earlier, the Holy Roman Empire was onthefthree heirs of
the Imperial Roman Empire, once headed by Consiarttie Great.
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When Constantinople replaced Rome as the new Capigafrontiers of
the Roman Empire in the West became porous ancpthedd way for

foes, which brought the Western Roman Empire teemoh in 476A.D.

After the fall, the bishops of Rome fairly managbe affairs of the
realm till the 10th Century. However, Hurlbut sdicht from the tenth
century until the nineteenth there existed in Earappeculiar political
organism, showing different phases during differgenerations, of
which the official name was the Holy Roman Empcemmonly but
inaccurately called the German Empire. He said thdtl the Holy

Empire appeared, Europe west of the Adriatic Seaiwaisorder, ruled
by warring tribes rather than by states. He added, through all the
confusion, the old Roman conception of unity andeorremained; an
aspiration after one empire to take the place aif which, though fallen,
was still held in traditional veneration (Hurlb@881: 94).

Cairns said that the confusion referred to andaitsndant difficulties
forced Pope to look around for a powerful ally wiould support his
claims to spiritual power and to temporal possession Italy.
Accordingly, the Frankish rulers seemed to be tlstrpromising allies,
and the Pope made an alliance with them in 800Aerefore, the
glory of reviving the Roman Empire went to the Giagian rulers.
Clovis was the first leader.

According to Cairns, Clovis’ sons did not have #hdity of their father;

and control of the affairs of state passed intohhrds of an official,
known as the mayor of the palace, who held thesreingovernment,
while the weak successors of Clovis enjoyed lifeha palace. These
mayors of the palace made up what is known as #neli@gian dynasty,
which was to reach the zenith of its power undeairi@magne.

(1) Interestingly, Pepin of Heristal was thestf of these mayors of
the palace to unite the divided possessions ofi§l@and from
687 to 714 he controlled the Franks for the palaaenereditary
position to be filled by his descendants.

(2) The next ruler was Charles Martel (689)A4ho was also called
the Hammerer. According to Cairns, Charles Mantgs an
illegitimate son of Pepin, who took over the dsitef mayor of
the palace after 714 A. D. His abilities as a warwere
indispensable, rather, badly needed because thairvly who
had overrun Spain, were now threatening to taker all of
Western Europe. Cairns said that Charles fougkimthand
defeated them at the battle of Tours near Poiiter82 A. D. and
obligated the Roman Church to him because he ppdrantly
saved Western Europe for orthodox Christianitywilt interest
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you to note that Martel supported the work of Bace in
evangelizing the tribes beyond the Rhine, knowtimat if they
were won to Christianity, he would not have diffty with them
on the Western bank of the Rhine.

3) Cairns added that Charles successors gsrrméthe palace was
his son Pepin (ca. 714-68) known as Pepin thet®nd?epin the
Great, who ruled jointly with his brother from 7447 A. D.
when the brother withdrew to a monastery (Caift®31, 183-
184).

(4)  The next ruler over the Franks was Chaalgnme, son of Pepin
the Short.

3.2 Biographical Sketch of Charlemagne

Much information about Charlemagne is derived frdainhard,
sometimes incorrectly known as Eginhard, writdr the biographic
sketch of Charlemagne. Charlemagne was about deeémall and had
a proportionately large body. His bright faaad long white hair,
coupled with such height, gave him an air of dignie delighted in
hunting, riding, and swimming but also had a ragdrest in culture; and
this interest led him to combine the pleasure eftdble with listening to
music or having someone read to him. He was alsotdd to religion.
However, his religion did not carry over into hisndestic life because
he kept concubines as well as his legal spousks ipdtace.

Charlemagne (742-814 A. D.) came to the throne6@ A&. D. and in
800 A. D. he became emperor in the West when tipe Boowned him
Imperator Romanorum (Emperor of the Roman). His influence was felt
in every area of human endeavor in Western Europe.

3.3 The Achievements of Charlemagne

Concerning his views of the achievemerdad greatness of
Charlemagne, Edward Burns said that he ranks hionasof the most
important rulers of the whole medieval period. Aclog to Burns,
most of his campaigns were very successful, tlyeiabreasing the
Frankish realm. Earle Cairns also supported ti@s/with the following
evidences and proofs. He said that:

1) Charlemagne was also a man of war. He emagever fifty
campaigns during the course of his reign in aenapt to end
anarchy within his kingdom and to expand its bosdeto Italy,
where he completed the defeat of the Lombards, ianal
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Germany, where he conquered the Saxons.
He spread Christianity among the Saxon®ine of arms.

He was able to double his father’'s possessintil he held all of
Italy as far south as Rome, most of the area afemoGermany,
and all of the area of modern France. So much iand/estern
Europe had not been under one jurisdiction siheetitne of the
Empire.

Charlemagne developed an able bureaucnadyaagood system
of imperial government to administer his largenpire. The
empire was divided into different areas, each oiclwvltomprised
several countries, under a duke. The emperor sentkmown as
missidominici to the courts of these dukes at ueetgrd times to
inspect their accounts, to announce new capitgandaws, and
to check on how well they were keeping order.

He was also friendly to the Church. He tiatuthat the Church
might be compared to the soul and the State tddloy of man.
Church and State had their respective spherespbnsibility.

While on a visit to Rome to finish the work defeating the
Lombards in 774 A. D., he reconfirmed the donatbtands that
Pepin had made to the Pope in 756.

He believed, however, that the ruler of thmurch should not
dispute the decision of the ruler of the State #vat bishops
should also be subordinated to the head of the.stat

When Pope Leo lll was set up by a factiorRimme and was
nearly killed, he left Rome for the court of Chanlggne.

Charlemagne went back to Rome with him, and at an€Gbthe

Pope was cleared of the charges against him. Adlyarhass in
the Cathedral on Christmas Day in 800 A. D., whilerlemagne
knelt before the altar, the Pope put the crown barl@magne’s
head and declared that he was the emperor of theaRa Thus
was the Roman Empire revived in the West; and aReme, led
by a Teuton, took the place of the old RamEmpire. A
universal empire existed beside a universal churble. classical
and Christian heritages were not linked in a Ciamstempire
(Cairns, 1981: 185).

The Efficient Emperors

Perhaps, it is a part of life, that whatever haseginning will surely
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have an end. The good day of Charlemagne did sbvtidag. Hurlbut
said that after the degenerate descendant€hailemagne lost the
throne, it became elective, the emperor being ahbgeseven princes;
entitled electors. Among the fifty-four emperorse wan merely name a
few of the greatest after the time of Charlemagne.

The first name Hurlbut considered was Hehrgalled the Fowler
(919-936 A. D.), who began the restoration of thepiee, which had
fallen into decay. His son Otto | (the Great), tjlounot crowned as
emperor until 951 A. D., and who reigned until 3¥3D., is regarded as
the real founder of the Holy Roman Empire as dstfrom the Roman
Empire.

According to Hurlburt, Frederick Barbarossa (Re@i@§ was one of the
most powerful in the line of emperors. Hurlbut s#iht, Barbarossa
went on the Third Crusade, but was drowned in Agiaor, and his
death led to the failure of the expedition.

Frederick I, grandson of Barbarossa, has beerddhie marvel and
enigma of history, enlightened and progressive,litteral man of his
age, in his views of government and religionasw twice
excommunicated by the Pope, but in the Fifth Crasadde himself
king of Jerusalem.

Rudolph of Hapsburgh, founder of the house of Aasteceived the
imperial crown in 1273 A. D. when it brought not chumore than an
empty title; but he compelled princes and baronssibmit to his

authority. From his time Austria was the most pdwestate in the

German confederation, and nearly all teenperors were his
descendants, the archdukes of that country.

Charles V, emperor at the opening of the Reformafiib19 1556 A.

D.) was also hereditary ruler of Austria, Spaing é#ime Netherlands. He
did his best, but unable to hold all the lands wnien to the old

religion. In 1556 A. D. he voluntarily abdicatedidaspent the last two
years of his life in retirement (Hurlbut, 1981, 96}.

3.6  The Emperors and the Popes

Perhaps, you love to go on memory lanes concerttieg powers,
authority and influence of Popes in the DarkefgMany of them
abused their powers, by excommunicating memberghlygical torture
and through inquisition. The Emperors on their guant insisted that
they were above clergymen and women.
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For many centuries during the earlier history af #mpire, there was
strong rivalry, and sometimes open war betweenethperors and the
popes; emperors striving to rule the empire. Fetance, Pope Gregory
VIl (Hildebrand) for a time compelled the submigsiof an emperor,
and Innocent Ill set up and put down emperors angsk Happily, the

strife grew less vigorous and ceased after the fReftion, when the

boundary lines between the Church and the Stateyratiially become
fixed (Hurlbut, 1981, 96).

3.7 The Decline and Fall of the Holy Roman Empe

Perhaps, historians are at the vantage positiktnda causes, factors or
events that led to the downfall of many nationagkioms and Empires.
For instance, the Ancient Egyptian Civilizatioante to a low ebb
because of endless wars of succession; mismanagefitée resources,
internal wrangling and external forces. Sadly, Emevils could be

traced to the downfall of many nations; includitige Holy Roman

Empire.

Hurlbut said that, as the realm of Austria grew enamportant, the
emperors were increasingly occupied in their héaegidominions. The
many states of the empire became practically inodet, until the
emperorship was little more than a meaningless hd#® added that, in
the eighteenth century, the cynical Voltasaid, the Holy Roman
empire was neither holy, nor Roman, nor an emfihe succession of
emperors ended in 1806, when Napoleon was at theanguof his

power. In that year Francis Il was compeltedrenounce the title
Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire, and assumeddh&mperor of

Austria (Hurlbut, 1981, 96).

3.8 Fall of Constantinople in 1453

The fall of Constantinople in 1453 A. D. did notnoe by surprise.
Severally, the Islamic jihads were targeted agatngthe wealth of the
Empire was covered by foes around it. In addititme religious

speculations and controversies, probably, kepirthabitants busy, and
they were not thoroughly prepared for the finaba#s In his own view,

about the fall of Constantinople, Hurlbut said thé&ee Greek Empire
never recovered from the conquest of Constantinbopléhe Crusaders
in 1204, but the strong defenses, natural andaatiflong protected the
city against the Turks, who succeeded thebiares as the leading
Islamic power. Hurlbut explains further that, prosg after province of
the great empire was shorn away, until only thg oft Constantinople
was left, and, in 1453, the Turks under MohammedSkcond, finally

took it. He further expressed that, in one dayG@heirch of St. Sophia
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was transformed into a mosque, and Constantinoplarhe, as it
remained until 1920, the city of the Sultansd ahe capital of the
Turkish Empire. Angora (Ankara) became therkigln capital after
World War |. The Greek Church continues with itdrigach, shorn of
all but ecclesiastical authority, residing in Camginople (Istanbul). The
fall of Constantinople in 1453 A. D. ends the pdriof the Medieval
Church (Hurlbut, 1981, 112).

3.9 Causes of the Separation of the Latiand Greek
Churches

Perhaps, you will be amazed to discover that Gansienominations
are multiplying on daily basis. The parting linese anot always
significant. Interestingly, they quote from the Bibto support their
existence and teachings. As stated earlier, theitgres unabated. The
separation of the Latin and Greek Churches wagigadly motivated.
The craving for power, popularity and recognitiasltalways the banes
of any institution in our society. Hurlbutid that, although the
separation of the Latin and Greek churches was dltynmade in the
eleventh century, it was practically accomplishedgl before. He
explains that between popes and patriarchs statk been the normal
relation for hundreds of years, until finally, 934 A.D., the Pope’s
messenger laid upon the altar of St. Sophia in aotisople, the decree
of excommunication; whereupon the patriarch in tissued his decree
excommunicating Rome and the churches submittirthed®ope. Since
that time the Latin and Greek churches have stquadtaneither one
recognizing the churchly existence of the othenlbuit further contends
that, most of the questions at issue, formoagises leading to the
separation, seem in our day almost trivial, yetdenturies these were
subjects of violent controversy, and at times ttebipersecutions.

Hurlbut present the following as causes of the isjmen:

a) Doctrinally, the principal difference laythe doctrine known as
the procession of the Holy Ghost. The Latin Chureld that the
Holy Ghost proceeds from the Fathamd the Son in Latin
filioque. The Greek Church said the Holy Spirit proceedsnfr
the Father leaving out the wofdioque. Over that one word
mighty debates were held, books in untold numbene written,
and even blood was shed in bitter strife.

b) In the ceremonies of the church, differenbges became the
custom in the East and the West, and these custeens
formulated into laws. The marriage of priests i@bidden in
the Western Church, but sanctioned in the Eas@hnorch.
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d)

)

4.0

Throughout the Greek Church at the present timeryevillage
priest (who bears the title of pope, equivalerfather among the
Roman Catholics) must be a married man.

In the Western Church the adoration ofgesahas been practiced
for a thousand years, while in the Greek Church sees not
statues but only pictures. Yet the pictures areaiid relief, as bas
relief images, and they are held in the most proébreverence.

In the service or the mass the Roman Clasreised unleavened
bread (the wafer) while common bread is distridutethe Greek
communion.

As a protest against observance of thensevday, the practice of
fasting on Saturday arose in the West but nevérarEast. Later,
the Roman Catholic fast day was changed to Frittey,day of

our Lord’s crucifixion.

But deeper than these differences of ergy, in bringing about
the separation of the Latin and Greek churches, tha political

cause in the independence of Europe from the éhroh

Constantinople, in the establishment of the Roiampire (800

A.D.). Even after the fall of the old Empire of iRe in 476 A.D.

the imperial idea still held power; and timew barbarian
kingdoms of the Goths, Franks and other races, imose way
regarded themselves as theoretically under the esimpat

Constantinople. But when Charlemagne establismedEmpire, it
took the place of the ancient empire, separaten frand

independent of the emperors of Constantinopleindiependent
state necessitated an independent church.

But the most powerful force leading to theparation was the
persistent claim of Rome to be the ruling churmcd af its Pope
to be the Universal Bishop. At Rome the church wesdually
dominating the state; at Constantinoglee church was
obsequious to the state. Hence a schism betwedwthsections
with such opposite conceptions was inevitable; #mel final
rending apart of the two great divisions of therch came, as we
have seen, in 1054 A.D. (Hurlbut, 1981, 97).

CONCLUSION

Perhaps, the revival of the imperial power in thestVwas brought
about as a result of the papacy searching for ggamd stability. The
Bishop of Rome needed strong and formidaddles to ward off
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enemies that constantly threatened and intimidabe peace of his
territories. Therefore, the Frankish rulers paveaywor the desired
Empire the papacy was searching for. The bishoBahe intended to
use the temporal authority as a tool in his handeipetuate his claims
as the Vicar of God on Earth. You will recollecethbsometimes the
papacy achieved that lofty aims, as Emperors andswere humiliated
and brought down on their kneels, pleaded for mamy forgiveness.
This was also the period when the first great sohis the church
occurred. The Western and Eastern sections of ibeclke separated to
go their respective ways as the Roman Catholic €hur the West, and
the Greek Orthodox Church in the East. Howevergthem of the Dark
Ages was being slowly dispelled by a revival ofrieag that began
under Charlemagne.

5.0 SUMMARY

Throughout this unit, you have learnt the followjgnts:
Frankish Emperors aided the papacy and supporteddims, whereas,
the Germans and French Rulers fought.

The ideal of a revived Roman Empire was never giverafter the fall
of Charlemagne’s empire.

The German emperors of the tenth century took dren the west
Frankish state the tradition of empire, and the ismjounded by Otto |
was known as the Holy Roman Empire.

The Carolingian Empire also created the problemwladther the Church
or the State was the representative of Deity othear

The issue of whether God had delegated sovereigntlye Pope or to
the Emperor so that one derived his authority fribra other was a
heritage of Charlemagne’s empire. This issue esreitt relationships
between the Church and the State for some centwiesg the Middle
Ages.

The beginning of the Pope’s claim to be a tempadalr dated from the
grant of lands in Italy to the Pope by iRepthe ancestor of
Charlemagne, in 756 A. D.

The Pope as a temporal as well as a spiritual miade claims they
would not admit were justified on national rulersridg the Middle
Ages.

The impetus given to culture by Charlemagne mustdumted as one of
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the great marks of his empire.

His reign was a bright light illuminating bgontrast the cultural
darkness of the Dark Ages elsewhere in Westerngeuro

The decline and fall of the Holy Roman Hmpand that of
Constantinople

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Discuss the rise and fall of the Holy RonfEmpire.
2. Discuss the trends that led to the gbeaism of 1054.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Another great movement in the Middle Ages, under itispiration and
at the command of the Church, was the crusades)rbrg at the end of
the eleventh century and continuing for nearly ehteuindred years.
From the fourth century onward even unto the preseme pilgrimages
have been made by multitudes every year to the Hahgd. The number
of pilgrims vastly increased about the year 100D.Avhen the end of
the world and the coming of Christ were almost emsally expected,;
and even after those events failed to take plake, dilgrimages
continued. At first, they were favored by the Muasliulers of Palestine,
but, later, the pilgrims suffered oppression,bety, and sometimes
death. At the same time the weakening eastern em@s menaced by
the Muslims, and the Emperor Alexis besought Popdeabl Il to bring
the warriors of Europe to its relief. The spiribse throughout Europe to
free the Holy Land from Muslims control, and outthis impulse came
the crusades.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit you should be able to:
o enumerate the factors that gave rise to crusadestifig the

sponsors of the crusades and their goals ideré\stages of the
crusades and their effects on Christendom

o describe the folly of bigotry and fanaticisas related to
children’s crusade

o list the benefits of crusades to the Europeans taedArabs
analyze the failures of the expeditions

o describe the effects of the crusades on Papal power

o identify the factors leading to Christian Bahation of the

sixteenth century.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1  Origin of the Crusades

Perhaps, it should not be far-fetched fore ol understand and
appreciate the importance and significance that i@bsistians attached
to the holy land, in an age when Christians depeiotiethe merits of the
saints and the sales of indulgences rather thavatgah by grace.
Average Christians believed that by visiting thdyhland (Palestine)
where the Lord Jesus Christ lived, they would lbset to God, and God
will grant that any requests made in the holy land.

Interestingly, as early as the fourth century thethar of Constantine,
the first Christian Emperor, made a trip to theyhlaind. Therefore, it

became a general practice to atone for ones sitfseimoly land. Also

economically, in the early stage of pilgrimage @eBtine it was very
lucrative in nature. The Arabs merchants were blésgath the proceeds
from the pilgrimage. The tourists went with enouggsh and as they
returned to Europe they purchased many goods far ttome ward

journey. That situation did not last long, rathitlere came a period of
hostility intimidation and suspicion. The Arabs dped their empire
and thereby made the Christian pilgrimage burdersdiney would not

accept anybody to intrude on their privadyerefore, they stopped
Christians mainly from Europe to Palestine. Thamfavhen Jerusalem
was conquered, Christians from Europe felt comdette regain the

Holy City where prayers could be made and the pesef God could

be felt.

Therefore, the birth, growth and conquest of Istgawe rise to Christian
crusades from 1095-1291 A. D. Tim Dowley said tliatvas Pope
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Urban Il who made passionate appeals at Clermoraidoto the Eastern
Christians against the Turks. The call was a genoime because Tim
Dowley stated that the Turks had already captueedsalem and were
making frantic efforts to invade Constantinopleeiidfore, Pope Urban
II's appeal was well received throughout Europe #mal first crusade
was out overland via Constantinople and regainagsdém in 1099
A.D.

3.2 The First Crusade

The principal crusades were seven in number, b&sidany other
expeditions of lesser importance to which the nawas given. Pope
Urban Il proclaimed the First Crusade in 1095 A, &.the Council of
Clermont, where a multitude of knights assumeddtuss as a badge,
and enlisted for the war against the SaracensbHustated that before
the regular expedition was fully organized, a mamwitled Peter the
Hermit called together an undisciplined mull¢, said to number
40,000, and led them toward the East, expectin@auious aid. His
unorganized, unprovoked mob went to failure, mahytsomembers to
slavery and death. But the first real crusade weakeriaken by the best
warriors from every land of Europe, led by GodfiefyBouillon and
other chiefs. After many reverses, chiefly from khek of discipline and
dissensions among the leaders, they finally suezkaedtaking the city
of Jerusalem and nearly all Palestine, in 1099.yTastablished a
kingdom on feudal principles, and as Godfrey refude name of king,
he was made Baron and Defender of the Holy Sepilchr

After Godfrey’s death, his brother Baldwin took ttige of king. The
kingdom of Jerusalem lasted until 1187, thougpnstantly in a
precarious condition, because it was surroundethéySaracen Empire
on all sides except the sea, and was far distan fts natural allies in
Europe.

3.3 The Second Crusade

The Second Crusade was called forth by the newshbaaracens were
conquering the out laying provinces of the kingdofmJerusalem and
menacing the city itself. Under the preaching @& #saintly Bernard of
Clairvaux, Louis VII of France and Conrad IIl of @®any led a great
army to succor the holy places. They met with maefeats, but finally
reached the city. They could not regain tbst territory, but did
postpone for a generation the final fall of thegdom.

In 1187, Jerusalem was retaken by the Saracensg Gadkedin, and the
kingdom of Jerusalem came to an end, although nipyetitle King of
Jerusalem was continued long afterward.
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3.4 The Third Crusade

The fall of the city aroused Europe to the Thirdi€ade (1188-1192 A.
D.) which was led by three prominent sovereignsgdErick Barbarossa
of Germany, Philip Augustus of France, and RicHaitte Lion hearted

of England. But Frederick, the best general angsitaan, was drowned,
and the two remaining kings quarreled, Philip Augssvent home, and
all the courage of Richard did not avail to bririg army to Jerusalem.
But he obtained a treaty with Saladin, by which @t&istian pilgrims

gained the right to visit the Holy Sepulchre unnstée.

3.5 The Fourth Crusade

The Fourth Crusade (1201-1204 A. D.) was worse théalure, for it
wrought in the end great harm to the Christian ChuiThe Crusaders
were turned aside from their aim of winning the Hband, made war
on Constantinople, captured and plundered it, &bdis their own rule
over the Greek Empire, which lasted fifty yearsd deft that empire
helpless as a bulwark against the growing powethefSeljuk Turks.
They were a warlike, uncivilized race, who succeethe Saracens as
the dominant Mohammedan power soon after the adbsiee crusading
period (Hurlbut, 1981, 101).

3.6  The Fifth Crusade

In the Fifth Crusade (1228 A. D.) the Emperor Fradell, although
excommunicated by the Pope, led an army to Pa&sdind obtained a
treaty whereby Jerusalem, Jaffa, Bethlehem andristizevere ceded to
the Christians; and (as nho Roman ecclesiastic wordd/n him, being
under the Pope’s ban), Frederick crowned himseffgkof Jerusalem.
From that fact the title King of Jerusalem was hydall the German
emperors of Austria until 1835 A. D. But througle thuarrel between
the pope and emperor the results of the crusade last; Jerusalem was
retaken by the Mohammedans in 1244 A. D. and u8il7 A. D.
remained under their control.

3.7 The Sixth Crusade

The Sixth Crusade (1248-1254 A. D.) was undertdierouis IX of
France, known as St. Louis. He made his invasiowdy of Egypt, and
though at first successful, was defeated and tgkesoner by the
Mohammedans. At an immense price he was ransomeddyant on to
Palestine, remaining there until 1252 A. When the death of his
mother, whom he had left as regent, compelled bineturn to France.
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3.8 The Seventh Crusade

The Seventh Crusade (1270 -1272 A. D.) was alserutie leadership
of St. Louis, jointly with Prince Edward Plantageng England,
afterward King Edward I. The route chosen was abgiway of Africa;
but Louis died at Tunis, his son made peace, angaitll returned to
England to become king. So this, generally regaaedhe last of the
crusades, came to naught.

3.9 Children’s Crusade

Children's Crusade was a popular and emotional mewein 1212 A.
D., growing out of crusading fervour, but not inyaproper sense a
crusade. It lacked any official sanction or apptpvadeed, all
responsible authorities, both clerical and lay,|dieal it.

Though the movement began in June 1212, when agysbhepherd
named Stephen, from Cloyes, France, had a visiowhith Jesus
commanded him to raise an army to aid in the recapdf the Holy
Land (or Palestine) from the Muslim Saracens. Stapkcruited a band
of followers that included about 50,000 childrerd ggoor adults. The
group marched to Paris to persuade the French Rinigp I, to take up
the Crusade. The king apparently convinced thenmetarn to their
homes.

However in the spring of 1212 A. D. a bagni Cologne named
Nicholas raised a larger followership principalty the Rhineland and
Lower Lorraine. He assured his recruits that Godlddelp them take
Jerusalem back from the Muslims. When they readdathz, some
children in the group were persuaded to return hohle remainder
marched through Marbach, near Colmar, and thensadiee Alps into
Italy, where they separated into smaller groupsn&headed towards
Venice, while the main group proceeded throughdtiaa and arrived at
Genoa on August 25. A few may actually have susegad finding
passage on ships bound from Pisa to the Holy Lakdhandful
apparently reached Rome, and another small groupeduup at
Marseille, France. Some eventually returned torthemes, but the
great majority simply disappeared without trace.

Although the expedition known as the Children'sdaue testifies to the
continuing appeal of the Crusading ideal in thdyeaBth century, the

episode contributed nothing to the achievementef@rusades' goals.
Instead, it is a pathetic tribute to the grip ttiet Holy Land held on the
imagination of Europeans and to the fervour that @musades excited
among all classes of the population.
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3.10 Causes of Failure of the Crusaders

There were minor crusades, so called, but none ndagespecial
mention. In fact, from 1270 onward any war undeztakven nominally
in behalf of the church was called a crusade, evleen against heretics
in Christian countries.

a) The crusaders failed to free the Holy L&odn the dominion of
the Muslims because the kings and princeso vikd the
movement were perpetually quarreling, eachefthin caring
more for his own interests than for the common eaab jealous
of one another, and fearful of a success which trpgbmote the
influence or fame of a rival. Against their divigesuspicious,
half-hearted effort was arrayed a fearless, unptedple, a race
always bold in war, and under the absolute rule ook
commander, whether caliph or sultan.

b) The leadership also possessed noe,lafgr-sighted vision.
Immediate results were all that they looked fohey did not
realize that to found and maintain a kingdomHalestine, a
thousand kilometers from their own lands, requicmhstant
communication with Western Europe, a strong bassupiply,
continual reinforcement.

C) The conquest of the land was an intrusran, liberation. The
people of Palestine were practically enslaved leyGhusaders; as
slaves were compelled to build castles, fortresmed,palaces for
their hated masters. They welcomed the return eir ttormer
Muslim rulers, for heavy as their yoke had beenyats lighter
than that of the Christian kings of Jerusalem.

3.11 Benefits of Crusades

Yet, despite the failure to maintain a Christiangdom in Palestine,
certain good results came to Europe from the cesad

1) After the crusades the pilgrims were protéddy the Turkish
government and persecution ceased. In fact, dnel became
more prosperous, and the cities of BethlehBlagzareth, and
Jerusalem increased in population and in wealtoutih the tide
of pilgrims sweeping over Palestine, under guaes&f safety
from the Turkish rulers.

2) After the crusades, Moslem aggressionsunope were checked.
The experience of those centuries awakened Euooie danger

128



CRS141 MODULE 3

from Islam. The Spaniards were encouraged to makeupon
the Moors, who held half of the peninsula. Underdiend and
Isabella, the Spaniards in 1492, subjugated theriglo&ingdom,
and expelled the Muslims from the land.

3) On the eastern frontier of Europe, Poland Anstria stood on
guard, and in 1683 turned back the tide of Turkmsiasion in a
great battle won near the city of Vienna. This eigtmarked the
beginning of decline in the power of the Turkishitra.

4) Another result of the crusades wadbedter acquaintance of
nations with each other. Not only the rulers aniéftains, but the
inferior knights and even the soldiers of the d#fe lands began
to know each other, to recognize interests in comnfanong
nations a mutual respect for each other aroseaHiatices were
formed. The crusades were a great contribution rdwhe
development of modern Europe.

5) The crusades furnished a great impulgeatte. The demand for
supplies of every kind arms, provisions, guidespsipromoted
manufactures and commerce.

6) The Crusaders brought home a knowledgd@®fwealth in the
Orient, its carpets, silks, jewels, and a trad#hese arose all over
Western Europe.

7) Merchants grew rich; a middle class atwstgveen lord and serf;
the cities advanced in power, and the castles btygdecline in
their control over them.

8) In the after centuries, the cities becahee centers of freedom
and reform, breaking away from the arbitrary contwd both
princes and prelates.

9) The ecclesiastical power was at first tiyaacreased through the
crusades. The wars were waged at the call of thecbhwhich
thereby showed its domination over princes andnati

10)  Moreover, the church bought lands, or ldam®ney on them as
security to crusading knights and greatly enlargedholdings
throughout Europe.

11) And in the absence of temporal rulers, dpshand popes gained
control.
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12) But in the final result, the vast alih, the over-weaning
ambition, and the unscrupulous use of powerchurchmen,
aroused discontent, and aided to pake way for the
approaching revolt against the Roman Catholic €un the
Reformation.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The crusades that were organized and sponsoreduiop& around
eleventh century had the following two themes;tlibly war, or military
expedition blessed by the church and the pilgrimtageholy place.

5.0 SUMMARY
Throughout this unit you have learnt:

That the two main goals of crusaders were: to recthe lost territories
of Christendom and the pilgrimage to a holy land.

That the crusaders were largely driven by religimasives.
That the first crusade was far more successful ldian expeditions.

That from the beginning the papacy was promineimiplved in the
movement as it issued incentives to go on crussualeh) as immunity
from taxes and debt payment, the indulgence, wigicaranteed the
crusaders’ entry into heaven and reduced or akamlishis time in
purgatory.

That the popes sent out crusade preachers, orgafiizancial support,
and sought to provide transport.

That the number of crusades is normally given agrs®r eight with
many smaller expeditions and that after about 1A50. there was a
regular stream of soldiers, pilgrims and merch&ois Europe to Syria.

That one of the original crusader states, Edesdlatof the Muslims in
1144 A. D. and the second crusade led by the Kofgrance and
Germany in 1147-1149 A. D. failed to recover Chaustlands because
the expedition was marked by a series of disasters.

That after 1150 A. D. Nureddin and Saladin, twaursic leaders united
Muslim territories, in the near East, Egypt undee dynasty.

That in 1187 A. D. Saladin sacked Jerusalem andrawecrusaders
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lands.

That the third crusade was led by King Richard Libeart of
England and the rulers of France and Germany. Thotltey
recovered part of the lost territory they were mdlle to recover
Jerusalem itself.

That in the thirteenth century the crusaders westricted to a coastal
strip, and the seaport Acre replaced Jerusalemearsciapital.

That between 1228-1229 A. D., through negotia the Emperor
Frederick Il regained Jerusalem, however, it wasdgain in 1244
A.D.

That the Mamluke Sultans of Egypt captured Acrel#®9l, thereby
ending Christian rule in Syria.

That the fourth crusade was the expedition of thegkts, the two new
religious orders, to defend the holy land, and cenghe great Eastern
City.

That there were other crusades, though, patheatich &s children’s
crusade.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS

Discuss the role of papacy in the crusades

Discuss the successes and failures of the crusades
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Probably, by now you are aware that you are grayglgaiming to the

end of your study this first semester, therefdnere is a need for you to
study some antecedent forces to Reformation of 2517.

There are five great movements to consider in timi, prior to the
dawn of the Christian Church Reformation. Theseupgsopaid the
supreme sacrifice for the faith that was so dedahémn. They operated
when the papacy was almost at its peak. Thigessed the risen
Saviour at the expense of their lives. Indeed, theye hunted, but
remained resolute to their Coming King.

Also, this unit highlights the breakthrough in t@read of the gospel's
true message through the invention of printing pres 1456 A. D.
Renaissance was another factor that aided the t@hrisChurch
Reformation of the sixteenth century. You will syuithis aspect in the
next unit, which is the last for this semester.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit you should be able to:

o narrate the origin of religious reform describe tRaritan
movement
o narrate the story of Peter Waldo and the Waldessian

narrate the story of John Wycliffe (1329-1384 A) Bnd his role
in the Reformation

narrate the story of John Huss of Bohemia

describe the life and time of Jerome Savanaroltabf

identify the contributions of Anselm, Abelar@®&ernard and
Thomas Aquinas

identify the role of the invention of the PrintirRyess in the
Reformation.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Albigenses or Cathari

The period of the Dark Ages has been sufficiendgalibed in previous
units when the papacy claimed to be all in allwits a period of thick

darkness concerning the teachings of the Bible.tidbthe teachings of
the Roman Catholic Church were dogmas that coutdbacchallenged

or refused by Christians of the Middle Ages. Anditasvere, those

teachings were forced down the throats of peoptavéver, there were
a few Christians who rejected doctrines that wergrary to the simple

but basic teachings of the Bible. Jesse Hurlbu81)8hed more light on
the struggle that arose between the papacy and gneaps. He said that
between 1170 to 1498 A. D., the glimpse of religidight began to

shoot over the age, foretokens of the coming Redtion. He explained

that, at least, five to six great movements foomef in the church arose,
but the world was not ready for them, and they weygressed with

bloody persecution.

The Albigenses or Cathari, Puritans, grew up torpnence in Southern
France, about 1170. It was said that the Puritepsdiated the authority
of tradition, rather, they circulated the New Testat, and opposed the
Romish doctrines of purgatory, image-worship, anegbly claims. It
should be pointed out that the Albigenses held speeuliar views
allied to the ancient Manicheans, who rejectedQiet Testament. The
papacy could not countenance these peculiar viewesefore, Pope
Innocent I, in 1208, called for a crusade agathem, and the sect was
extirpated by the slaughter of almost the entirputetion of the region,
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Catholic as well as heretic.

3.2 Waldensians

The Waldensians were founded about the same tiheg), by Peter
Waldo, a merchant of Lyons, who read, explaineccaphed and
circulated the Scriptures, to which he appealednags@he doctrines of
the Roman Catholics. Tim Dowley (1996) also conédhthat Peter
Waldo or Valdes, experienced conversion about 1dr75176 A. D. It

was said that immediately after his conversiongaee away his world
goods and decided to follow the example of Chnstdading a simple
life of poverty and preaching. It was alsaid that Waldo had
translations made from the Latin New Testament thi vernacular,
which formed the basis of his evangelism.

With his followers, who were all dedicated men aramen, they spread
the message of the Bible and exalted the virtugmwérty. By so doing,
they were a living condemnation of the wealth aadity of the
established church. Pope Lucius Il was not hapjtly heir preaching,
he directed that the Waldensians and other singtaups should be
eliminated by the Episcopal inquisition. An inqtisn is a special court
set up by the Roman Catholic Church with a pecy@awver to judge
intentions as well as the actions of heretics. dliieomes of the above
sanction, made the Waldensians flee from Lyonseratan submit. As
for the Waldensians such outbursts by the Pope tenlyed to convince
them that the Catholic Church was the Whore of Bahyand was not
to be acknowledged. The Poor Men of Lyons wentughocentral and
southern France, where they gained more follow¢osvever, they were
bitterly persecuted severally and driven out ofnée but found hiding
places in the valleys of northern Italy. Providahyi, in the face of
centuries of persecution, the Waldensians havereddand constitute a
part of the comparatively small group of Protesantltaly today. The
Waldensians laid solid foundations on which theagreligious changes
of the sixteenth century would occur, when many d&akians beliefs
entered the mainstream of the Protestant movement.

3.3 John Wycliffe

John Wycliff began the movement in England for fi@® from the

Roman power and for reformation in the Church. buwirl(1981) said
that he was born about 1329 A. D. and was eduedtdte University of
Oxford, where he became obtained of theology, awhime the leading
spirit in its Councils. It was stated that John W& was bitter about
the teachings of Roman Catholic Church. Therefdre, took the

following actions against papacy.
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He attacked the medicant friars, and the systermofasticism. He
rejected and opposed the authority of the popengldhd.

He wrote against the doctrine of transubstantiatien in the mass the
bread and wine are transformed into the veritabté/lof Christ.

Wycliffe urged that the church service be made &mp@ccording to the
New Testament pattern.

Hurlbut said that, in other lands Wycliffe would viea suffered
martyrdom, but in England he was protected by thost powerful
among the nobles, and though the University con@eihsome of his
doctrines, he was allowed to retire to his parishatterworth and
remain undisturbed as a priest. It was also poirgatl that John
Wycliffe’s greatest work was his translation of thew Testament into
English, finished in 1380, the Old Testament, inchthe was aided by
friends, appeared in 1384 A. D., the yearVycliffe’'s death. His
followers were called Lollards, at one time numerdout under Kings
Henry IV and Henry V were persecuted and finallyteeminated.
Woycliffe’'s preaching and his translation prepardae tway for the
Reformation. The next martyr was John Huss of Boaem

3.4 John Huss

John Huss, of Bohemia (born 1369 A. D. martyred5lA1 D.), was a
reader of Wycliffe’s writings, and preached his wlioes, especially
proclaiming freedom from papal authority. He wasdm&ector of the
University of Prague, and for a time heldcammanding influence
throughout Bohemia. Tim Dowley (1996) said thabtilgh John Huss’
preachings and writings, emphasis was laid ondhewing:

personal piety and purity of life

the role of Scripture as an authority in the Church

the Church as the body of Christ, with Christ asitly head

God as the only One who can forgive sin

after lifting preaching to an important status imu@h services, he
preached that neither the Pope nor cardinals cestigblish a doctrine
which was contrary to Scripture

nobody should obey an order that is not based @n Bible he
condemned the corruptness of the clergy

criticized his people for worshipping images, bélwg in false miracles
and undertaking superstitious pilgrimages

he condemned the sale of indulgences

he criticized the church for withholding the cupvahe from the people
during communion
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The papacy could not condone the above chargesisdgher and
therefore planned to exterminate John Huss.

The Pope excommunicated him, and laid the city @igBe under an
interdict while he remained there. Huss retired; toam his hiding-

place sent forth letters reaffirming his views. &fttwo years he
consented to go before the Council of the Romarmdliat Church at

Constance, in Baden on the border of Switzerladjny received a
safe conduct from the Emperor Sigismund. But tleelge was violated
upon the principle that faith was not to be kepihwieretics. Huss was
condemned and burned to death in 1415 A. D. bufdtes aroused the
reforming element in his native land, and has grilced Bohemia
through all the centuries since his day.

3.5 Jerome Savonarola

Jerome Savonarola was a monk of the Dominican ati&lorence in
Italy, and Prior of the Monastery of St. Mark. Towley (1996) said
that Savonarola was an lItalian preacher who was inoFerara in 1452
and was executed in 1498 by papal authority. Dowdelged that
Savonarola studied humanism and medicine. He fatawunced these
pursuits to become a Dominican in 1474, He becapepalar preacher
in Florence. His sermons warned of the great judgegraoming on the
city after which Florence would uniteittw Italy in a just
commonwealth. It was said that these predictioesnsel to be fulfilled
when Charles VIII, King of France invaded Italy athe Medici rulers
of Florence fled. Dowley said that under the negime, Savonarola
became a prominent leader who initiated seriesefdrms through his
preachings some of these initiatives were:

tax reforms

aid to the poor reforms in the courts

changed the city from a lax corrupt, pleasure-lgyptace into a virtual
monastery.

Denunciation of Pope Alexander VI and the corrugyad court.

Hurlbut (1981) in his own account said that Savolsapreached, like
one of the old prophets, against the social, ead#esal, and political
evils of his day. His preaching filled the greathealral to overflowing
with multitudes eager not only to listen, but teghhis teachings. For a
time, he was the practical dictator of Florence affdcted a seeming
reformation. But he was excommunicated by the Poas, imprisoned,
condemned, hanged, and his body burned, in thet gggaare of
Florence. His martyrdom was in 1498 A. D., onlyateen years before
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Luther nailed his theses on the cathedral dooritielberg.

3.6 Scholars and Leaders

Let us mention very briefly some of the scholard Baders of thought
in the period, which we have studied. During theuttand years of the
Medieval Church many great men arose, but we namefour of them
as the intellectual leaders of their age.

3.6.1 Anselm

Anselm was born 1033 in Piedmont in Italy, and igdtf like many
others, was a wandering scholar in various landspbbcame a monk at
the Monastery of Bee in Normandy, and was made Alwbd078 A. D.
He was appointed Archbishop of Canterbury and Reméthe Church
of England by William Rufus in 1093 A. D.; but stmagainst William
and his successor Henry |, for the liberty and awit of the church,
and for a time suffered banishment. He was theewrdf many
theological and philosophical works, and haerb called a second
Augustine. He died in 1109 A. D.

1) Tim Dowley (1966) said that Anselm as Asishop was known
as a reformer, encouraging regular church syned$orcing
clerical celibacy and suppressing the slave trade.

2) Anselm was one of the early scholastic libggans, who taught
that faith must lead to the right use of reasobelleve, in order
that | may understand.

3) It was said that, Anselm was the first parso put forward the
ontological argument for the existence of GodhBps, this was
an attempt to prove Gods existence by reason alone

4) However, Anselm’s greatest work in theglagas hisCur Deus
Homo (Why God Became Man) Anselm replied that sin rumsiu
debt with God which humans can never themselyesyre

5) Anselm’'s work showed deep insight intomfamity’s need of
atonement.

3.6.2 Peter Abelard

Peter Abelard, born 1079, died 1142, as a philosophd theologian;
he was the boldest thinker of the Middle Ages. Heyrne regarded as
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the founder of the University of Paris, which wa® tmother of the
European Universities. His fame as a teacher dtadests by the ten
thousand from every part of Europe and many ofgieat men in the
generation succeeding his own were influenced igythought. His

daring speculations and independent opinions muma bnce brought
him under the ban of the church. Even more fambas his teachings
and writings has been the romantic story of hiselaffair with the

beautiful Heloise for whom he broke his monastieavso They were
married, but afterward compelled to separate. Bottered convents;
Abelard died an abbot and Heloise an abbess.

3.6.3 Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153)

Tim Dowley (1996) said that Bernard of Clairvauxsathe first of the
great medieval mystics and a leader of a new ggirtscetic simplicity
and personal devotion. Dowley added that Bernaghed to turn his
back on the world and its comforts, and lead adifgorayer and self-
denial. However, he did not hesitate to criticinel @orrect the powerful
leaders of his age.

It was also said that Bernard of Clairvaux emplebi@god’s love and
believed that Christians come to know God by lovhign. Hurlbut
(1981) also described him as Bernard of Clairvatia aoble French
family. He was educated for the court, but renodritéor the convent.
In 1115 A. D., he established at Clairvaux a maergsof the reformed
Cistercian order, and became its first Abbot. Hianich of the order
took root in many countries, and its members weraraonly known as
Bernardines. Bernard was a remarkable union ofntystic and the
practical thinker. He preached and promoted theoi@®dCrusade in
1147. A broad-minded gentle-hearted man, pposed and wrote
against the persecution of the Jews. Some of hisnky as Jesus, the
very thought of Thee, and O Sacred Head, now walinale sung in all
the churches. Only twenty years after his deatlwag canonized as St.
Bernard. Luther said If there ever lived on eartBad-fearing and holy
monk, it was St. Bernard of Clairvaux.

3.6.4 Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274)

The greatest mind of the Middle Ages was that adiihs Aquinas, who
lived 1225 to 1274, and was called Universal Dqctargelical Doctor,

and Prince of Scholastics. He was born at Aquinoh& kingdom of

Naples, and against the will of his family entetkd Dominican order
of monks. While a young student he was sdent that he was
nicknamed the dumb ox; but his master, Albertus Miag said, “this ox
will one day fill the world with his bellowing”. Hdbecame the most
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celebrated and highest authority of all the medipeaod in philosophy
and theology, and his writings are still enft quoted, especially by
Roman Catholic scholars. He died in 1274 A. D.

Dowley said that Thomas was a prolific writevhose works fill
eighteen large volumes. They include commentariesmmst of the
books of the Bible, commentary on Peter Lombardéntences,
discussions on thirteen works of Aristotle and aetg of disputations
and sermons.

He will forever be remembered for two most impottaorks, which are
the Summa Theologiae and theSumma Contra Gentiles. Together they
represent an encyclopedic summary of Christianghourhe first based
on revelation and the second designed to supparstiaim belief with
human reason.

Thomas Aquinas emphasized that all human knowledgeates in the
sense. He also emphasized that philosophy is lmasddta accessible to
all men and that theology is based only remelation and logical
deduction comes from revelation. His teachings gaweay for the
development of sciences during the Renaissance Era.

3.7 Invention of the printing press

A completely new dimension in the history of booksholarship and
education opened up with the invention of printthgometimes called
Germany’s chief contribution to the Renaissances @t of printing
from handcut wooden blocks was invented isiaAabout the fifth
century A. D., and the first known printed book wasduced by this
means in China in 868. But Europe had to wait uhgl middle of the
fifteenth century for the art to be rediscovered aeveloped. About
1445 Johann Guternberg (1400-68) began tmepio with movable
metal type at Mainz in Germany, and — significanrtlthe first complete
book known to have been printed in the Christiamlevavas the Bible
(1456).

Until 1462 the new art remained a closely guardadet secret in Mainz
but in that year the city was plundered and theters dispersed. Within
two decades the invention spread north, south, arabtwest; printing-
presses were set up in Rome in 1467, Paris in Xaf@xow in 1474 and
Westminster in 1476. By the time Luther was bom 1483, printing
was well established throughout Europe. It was st momentous
invention since the stirrup, and a revolutionargpstforward in
technology. Like the invention of gunpowder (redisered at about the
same time), the application of printing to bookguotion held a
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tremendous potential for good and evil in subseghistory.

The printing press was important in the early sprefathe reformation.
The writings of the first Germany reformers (Lutlzard Melanchthon)
reached a comparatively wide public in printed fosithin weeks and
were soon read in Paris and Rome. At the heighit@Reformation, in
the last years of Luthers life, busy printers eadlihe anonymous work
Beneficio di Christo (which more than any other book spread the
doctrine of justification by faith in Italy) to 4e40,000 copies in Venice
alone after its publication there in 1543. Evenobefthe Reformation,
printing had helped to create a wider and morecatitreading-public
than had ever been known in the Christian worldal$b met the new
demand for reading material with works such asréligious satires of
Erasmus, which were a big commercial success. @nrfgea rumour
that the Sorbonne was about to condemn it, ones Raimter rushed
through an edition of 24,000 copies of Emasrolloguies. Thus
printing helped prepare the way for the Reformation

3.8 Benefits of printing press
Some of the benefits of the printing press to Giangty are as follows:

1) The press brought the scriptures into comorse.

2) The press led to their translation anduation in all languages
of Europe.

3) The people who read the New Testament sealized that the
papal Church was far from the New Testament ideal.

4) The new teachings of the Reformers, as dasthey appeared,
were set forth in books and pamphlets, which vegneulated in
millions throughout Europe.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Throughout this unit you have studied the travafigaithful Christian,
who stood for the correct teachings of the Bibleeyr gave their lives as
a "living sacrifice" at the altar of freedom ofiggbn. The irony of life
was the strong conviction that the papacy had amping down "the
heresy" as an act of God. Indeed, those five greatements bore and
sealed the testimony of Jesus with their blood ¢hantually became the
seeds of the gospel.

In addition, the invention of the printing pressaerated the growth of
publishing works. Tracts were readily made avadabhd circulated
throughout the world. Through that great inventitranslations of the
Bible into several languages were printed at a ¢wst. Therefore the
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above two major events set the stage for the Gdmmidkeformation of
the Sixteenth century in Europe.

5.0 SUMMARY
It is expected that you have learnt the followirgnps from this unit:

The exercise of choice in religious doctrine hasegaba problem in
Christianity, perhaps since the days of the Apsstle

Albigensians, Waldesians, the Lorlards and othersrewdeclared
heretics in the thirteenth century and were pumighe their beliefs.

Pope Alexander lll, in the third Lateran Council 79 announced a
Crusade against the Cathars (Albigensians) of eranc

Pope Innocent Ill was the first Pope to talk abbetesy in terms of
treason. Therefore in 1208, he launched a sucdeSsfisade against
the Albigensians that destroyed Cathar apobtical power by 1250
ruining the civilization of the area in the process

Gregory IX and Pope Innocent IV incorporated allliea Papal
statements about the organization of the inquisitias well as
condoning the use of torture in dealing with heseti

Inquisition was a special court with a peculiar pouo judge intentions
as well as actions of heretics.

The invention of the Printing Press and its beseafit terms of mass

production of the Bible, leaflets and tracts whalded the works of
Christian Missionaries.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Discuss the forerunners of the QGiams Reformation of the
century.
2. Discuss how the printing press was ingodrto the early spread

of the Reformation.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Perhaps, you need to congratulate yourself thathawe come to Unit 4
of Module 3, which is the last unit of your studythe first semester. By
now, you should understand the beginning of theisBan Church, its

growth and persecutions. Without mincing words, yawe understood
how the Apostolic church metamorphosized into thgpdrial Church

and subsequently came under the control of theqgyapihe absolute
authority of papacy over the Christian church iitiedb the spirit of

enquiry. Those who dared the Pope paid shereme sacrifice.
Therefore, the period of the Dark Ages persistédiie Renaissance
Age, the invention of the printing press and tmeetiwhen forerunners
of the Reformation were slaughtered. In the previonits, you became
aware that the Roman Catholic Church prevailed alelaspects of
human activities when she was at her peak. Shetedssuthority over
Emperors, Kings, Queens and every other human|estatent. In such

an atmosphere, there was no meaningful growth ar cevelopments.
However, there came a new beginning, a rebirtleafming heralded by
the Renaissance Age. This is an age, whamyenew thing was
subjected to experiment, observation, rigorousfiecation and backed
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up with facts and data. This spirit of enquiry heeathe bedrock for
scientists, philosophers, politicians and the GiamsChurch Reformers.

In this unit, you will study how the RenaissanceeAg@ccelerated the
dawn of the Christian Church Reformation. The wdadvn, signifies,
the early morning time or of a stage when a prognars at its infancy.
Therefore, the word dawn suggests to you that yduowly treat the
beginning of the Christian Reformation in this setee By the grace of
God you will study in details the stories of the riGtian Church
Reformation in many countries of Europe and Ameiitdhe second
semester, as you register for

CRS142: Church History.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o identify the spirit of investigation and expeents in the

o Renaissance

o identify the Italian and English fathers ifrts, Rhetoric,
Religion, Painting and Sciences

. identify the motives that gave rise to thecisiens made by
forerunners of the Reformation

o analyze the life of Martin Luther and the resulteffect on the

. Christian Church.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Renaissance Defined

Renaissance stand for re-birth of learning and #&dls of a new
beginning that affected and transformed all aspettéife, political,
economic and religious as well as intellectual arigbtic.

Jesse Hurlbut has also lent his voice to the defmof Renaissance in
the following sentence. He defined Renaissance agerg strong

movement that awakened Europe to a new interdgenature, art and
science, the change from medieval to modern aints raathods of
thought.

He adds that during the Middle Ages, the interéstcholars had been in
religious truth, with philosophy as related to gedn by churchmen.
However, in this new awakening, a new irgerarose in classical
literature, Greek and Latin, in art, thatcéme the first gleams of
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modern science (Hurlbut, 1981, 117).

Tim Dowley said that, the Renaissance begéth the revival of
classical learning by scholars who have come toatled humanists. He
quickly defined a humanist as someone who taugitinLgrammar,
originally. However, the humanists stand in corttasthe schoolmen,
and humanism in contrast to scholasticism. He 8zt they were not
necessarily opposed to Christianity in the earagstbecause some of
them professed faith in Christ (Tim Dowley, 199648

3.2 The Renaissance and its Impacts

The period you are now studying started from thet8t15th Centuries.
F. I. Akaneme (2004, 47) said that during thatgukmmen began to be
dissatisfied with a way of life, which made progresery slow. She
added that, they were not satisfied to learn simphat those before
them had written or taught. They tried todf out new things for
themselves. She further explains that, thegstioned most of the
teachings that were forced on them by the Churbleréfore, the spirit
of questioning old beliefs and forming new opinigenerally came to
be described as the Renaissance, which meanshrelirrevival of
learning. According to Akaneme, the revival waststin Italy by three
famous scholars: Dante (1265-1321 A.D.), Petrat@94-1374 A. D.)
and Boccaccio (1313-1321 A.D.). These arttsisd to show how
superior the learning, art and culture of the amoi&reeks were, and this
led to a revival of interest in the Greek language.

F. I. Akaneme (2004, 48) further stated that, m fileld of science were
two very influential theologians and philosophefdbert the Great
(1193-1280 A. D.), a Bovarian Dominican priest, dfftbmas Aquinas
(1225-1274 A. D.), an lItalian monk. Both tiem taught at the
University of Paris. She stated further that thesrenthe first to accept
the idea of a distinction between knowledge of reatand revealed
knowledge. It was said that, others who contributedhe revival of

learning were Robert Grosseteste (1175-1253DA), an English
philosopher of science; and Roger Bacon (1290-#93.), an English

Franciscan Monk, who insisted that for any truthkaowledge to be
accepted it must be observed and experimentedap®rione of the
giants in the field of science was Leonardo da Vfh452-1519 A. D.),

an ltalian who was a painter, a sculptor, an ergginan architect, a
physicist, a biologist and a philosopher, who itesisthat true learning
must begin with observation and experiments.

Edward Burns (1986, 324-327) concludes that otlezods of the era
were William Ockham (1285-1349 A. D.), an abstithatker; Giovanni
Boccaccio (1313-1375 A. D.), the greatest writeefrnacular prose-
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fiction and Geoffrey Chaucer (1340-1400 A. D.), fireat major writer

of English that can still be read today. Perhapse will not permit one

to elongate the list. However, suffice to say ttie spirit of enquiry,

doubt or questioning that came with Renaissanc®geengendered
discipline into the search of the Scriptures. Tiparits of the age,

motivated the reformers to question the dogmas®iGatholic Church.
Therefore, in their search for the truth, as reedrdh the Bible, they
discovered that the Roman Catholic Church of tdely needed to be
straightened up. You could see how the Renaissspicé spurred the
Reformers into action. Therefore in this unit ydals study few other
factors that cumulated to the dawn of Reformatiod as relates to
Martin Luther.

3.3 Renaissance and Humanists

Although the Renaissance culture was by no meagarpat certainly
was more secular in its orientation than the caliirthe Middle Ages
(Burns, 1986, 598-621). Burns said that humanisitsitechnical sense
was a program of studies which aimed to replacertbéieval scholastic
emphasis on logic and metaphysics with thadys of language,
literature, history and ethics.

According to Burns however, the broader sense ofidnism lies in a
stress on the dignity of man as the most excetiéall Gods creatures
below the angels. Therefore, Renaissance humdrasdts firm belief in
the nobility and possibilities of the human race.

Burns stated that one of the greatest Renaissammtass and writers
was Francis Petrarch, one of the first Italian hnoista. He thought that
the Christian writer must above all cultivate lger eloquence so that he
could inspire people to do well. Burns added theicchumanists like
the Florentines Leonardo Bruni (1370-1444) assdtiatd ambition and
the quest for glory were noble impulses, which dugtbe encouraged.
Therefore, they refused to condemn the strivingriaterial possessions,
for they argued that the history of human progisssseparable from
mankind’s success in gaining mastery over the eanthits resources..

Perhaps, one can agree with Burns, that DesidErasmus (1467-1536
A.D.) was the prince of the Christian humanistscdtding to Burns,
Erasmus intended that everything he wrote mustggaie in one form
or another, what he called the philosophy of Chiisterefore, Burns
said that, the essence of Erasmus’ Christian hushaonvictions was
his belief that the entire society of his day wasaght up in corruption
and immorality as a result of having lost sighttté simple teachings of
the gospels. Burns added that Erasmus categorealphasized that no
one could be a good Christian without being certafirexactly what
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Christ's message really was. Therefore, Erasmpent ten years
studying and comparing all the best early Greekdaibmanuscripts he
could find in order to establish an authoritatiegtt Finally, in 1516, a
year before Martin Luther wrote his 95 objectiotise§is) against the
teachings of the Roman Catholic Church, Erasmudighda his Greek
New testament, one of the most important landmasksbiblical
scholarship of all time. Thus, a solid foatidn was laid for the
Christian Church Reformation of 1517 (Edward Bud£86, 598-621).

3.4 The Dawn of the Reformation

In this period of two hundred years, the great that arrests attention is
the Reformation, which began in Germany and spovad all northern

Europe, resulting in the establishment of natiottalrches owing no
allegiance to Rome. You will now notice some antlece forces leading
to the Reformation, and greatly furthering geogress. The first to
consider is the rise in the spirit of nationality.

3.5 The Rise in the Spirit of Nationalism

Hurlbut (1981) said that the spirit of nationalishat arose in Europe
during the dawn of Reformation differed from thedieval strives
between Emperors and Popes, in that it was mowee pdpular than a
kingly movement. He said that the patriotism of tpeople was
beginning to manifest itself in the following ways:

) an unwillingness to submit to a figre rule over their own
national churches;

i) willingness to resist the appointmentdyope in a distant land,
of bishops, abbots, and church dignitaries;

iii)  adisposition to withhold the contributi@f Peter’s pence for the
support of the Pope and the building of statelyrches inRome;

iv)  and a determination to abridge the powethef churchcouncils,
bringing the clergy under the same laws and cautts thelaity.

This national spirit was a strong support tbe reforming
movement

3.6 The Reformation in Germany

While the spirit of reform and of independence waaskening through
all Europe, the flame burst forth first in Germaimy,the electorate of
Saxony, under the leadership of Martin Luther, aaknand professor in
the University of Wittenberg. Please notice somat®fearlier stages,
and the resultant effects on the world in general.
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3.7 The Sale of Indulgencies

Perhaps, you need to have an insight to the Satekets authorized by
the papacy to raise funds for its projects. Hurld#81) said that, the
reigning pope, Leo X, needing large sums of momettie completion

of St. Peters Church in Rome, permitted an agemexdalohn Tetzel to
go through Germany selling certificates, signedtiy Pope himself,

purporting to bestow the pardon of all sins, ndyarpon the holders of
the certificates, but upon friends living or deadwhose behalf they
were purchased, without confession, repentancegruer or absolution
by a priest. Hurlbut explained further that, Tetzddl the people that “as
soon as your coin clinks in the chest, the soulgoofr friends will rise

out of purgatory to heaven”. Luther preached agairetizel and his

selling of pardons, denouncing his teaching in reasured terms. The
papacy was rudely shocked and embarrassed. Thehcluas exposed
publicly, and the Pope determined to suppressisgection.

3.8 Martin Luther’'s Thesis of 1517

Meanwhile, Martin Luther catalogued the abusesh@ Church and
determined to make them known publicly. The exaté dixed upon by

historians as the beginning of the Great Reformatie October 31,

1517. on the morning of that day Martin Luther edito the oaken door
of Wittenberg Cathedral a parchment containing tyifiee theses or

statements, nearly all relating to the sale of igelces, but in their
application striking at the authority of the pop®eldahe priesthood. The
rulers of the church vainly endeavored to coera# tancajole Luther.

Martin Luther, however, trusted God as he stoonh,fiand the storm
only made him resolute in his opposition to do@sirand practices not
countenanced by Holy Scripture. He held on to #echings of the

Bible, and kept on exposing the corrupt practidab® papacy.

3.9 Burning the Papal Bull

After many controversies, and the publication ahpalets, which made
Luther’s opinions known throughout Germany, Hurl(lL@81) said that
his teachings were formally condemned, and he wasnemunicated

by a bull of Pope Leo X in June, 1520. The Ele€i@derick of Saxony
was commanded to deliver up Luther for trial andnipment,

providentially, the Elector Frederick, i@at, gave him ample
protection, as he sympathized with his views. Tioeeg Luther met the
excommunication with defiance, called ite thexecrable bull of
Antichrist. It was unbelievable that Martin Luthem December 10,

1520, publicly at the gates of Wittenberg, befoneaasemblage of the
University professors, the students, and the pewyleed the papal bull,
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and copies of the canons or laws enacted by theaR@uthorities. This
act constituted Luther’'s final renunciation tfe Roman Catholic
Church.

3.10 The Diet at Wrms in 1521

It was said that the papacy was enraged with fartha news of the
burning of papal Bull. Hurlbut said that in 1521yther was summoned
before the Diet or Supreme Council of the Germdarsy meeting at
Worms on the Rhine. Hurlbut stated further thag trew emperor,
Charles V, gave him the promise of a safe condugher went to the

assembly, though warned by his friends that he tmgket the fate of
John Huss in similar circumstances at the CountiConstance, in

1415. Luther could not be deterred at all, rathershid | will go to

Worms, though as many devils were aiming at mdles on the roof.

On April 17, 1521, Luther stood before the Dieteowhich the emperor
was presiding and in answer to the question whétbevould retract the

statements in his books, Luther replied, after wharation, that he could
retract nothing except what was disproved Syripture or reason.
Martin Luther then ended with the words: Here hdta can do naught
else. God help me. Amen. The Emperor Charles wgsduto seize

Luther, on the ground that no faith was to be kejtit heretics, but he
permitted him to leave Worms in peace. Perhaps,wiaa the greatest
miracle the Lord God performed in the history o @hristian Church
Reformation (Hurlbut, 1981, 120).

3.11 The Wartburg Castle Experience

It was also said that, while Luther was travelingmeward, he was
suddenly arrested by soldiers of the Elector Fiekeand taken, for his
safety, to the castle of the Wartburg in Thuringiather remained there
nearly a year, in disguise, while storms of war eablt were raging in

the empire. Interestingly, Luther kept himself buly it was said that
during this retirement he made his translatiorhef Nlew Testament into
the German tongue, a work, which alone wobkke made him
immortal. Hurlbut said that Martin Luther’s versjos regarded as the
foundation of the German written language. This wa&521; the Old

Testament was not completed until several yeaes.|#t was said that
Luther later left the Castle of Wartburg and weath to Wittenberg

where he resumed his leadership in the mowmerf@ a Reformed

Church, just in time to save it from extravagardesses.

3.12 The Protestant Name

As five teachings of Martin Luther gained momentthmoughout the
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land, there arose bitterness and opposition amomdsistians in

Germany. The nation became polarized as it werdbtiusaid that, the

division of the German states into the reformed Ruwanan branches
was between the North and South. He explaitheat the Southern
princes, led by Austria, adhered to Rome, whiles¢hof the North were
mainly followers of Luther. Therefore, in orderfiod a solution to the
thorny issue, a Diet was held at Spires in 152%etwncile the two
parties. Hurlbut stated that, at this Diet, theh@at rulers were in the
majority, and condemned the Lutheran doctrines. fitneces forbade
any teaching of Lutheranism in states whéréhad not become
dominant; and in the states already Lutheran reduinat the Catholics
should be allowed the free exercise of their rehgilt was said that to
this unequal ruling the Lutheran princes made mé&biprotest, and from
that time they were known as Protestants and theatrines as the
Protestant religion.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The Renaissance, indeed, became a watershed f&efloemation that
took place in the Christian Church in the 16th Qent The Age of
Renaissance liberated the minds of scholars, galits and scientists, as
well as religious leaders. They were able thiink alike as they
challenged claims of the papacy throughout the Migddle Ages. As
you may recollect, Popes, actually, inhibited thmris of enquiry
pertaining to religious matters. You remember imrystudies that the
papacy asserted that they were the vicar of Jebtist©n earth. In that
cloudy atmosphere, spirituality of Christians beeametarded and
corrupted.

As previously mentioned, other antecedent forcasléd to the dawn of
Reformation were the invention of printing predse faithful witness
bore by the Albigenses, the Waldensians, John \Wydbhn Huss and
Jerome Savonarola; the spirit of Nationalism ane@ thales of
indulgencies by Tetzel. Thus, the stage for theoReétion was set as
Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses on the woodeor @d the Church at
Wittenberg on October 31, 1517.

5.0 SUMMARY

You have studied the following points during theise of your studies:
Renaissance is described as a re-birth of learning.

The Renaissance period was marked and charaderd® an
increasing desire for knowledge such that critpmalier resurfaced.
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The Renaissance in science began with two theaisegialbert the
Great (1193-1280 A. D.) and Thomas Aquinas (122h41&. D.). They
were the first to accept the idea of a timiision between
knowledge of nature and revealed knowledge. Thuer thttitude
prepared the way for a relatively independent dgweknt of science.

Humanism in its technical sense was a programnstudiies that places
importance on the study of language, literaturstony and ethics. The
broader sense of humanism lies in a stress onigméydof man as the
most excellent of all God’'s creature. Thereforemhuists firmly
believed in the nobility and possibilities of thenhan race.

Desiderius Erasmus was called the prince of thas@m humanists.
Erasmus published his Greek New Testament in 1846 laying a
solid foundation for the Reformation.

One of antecedent forces to the Reformatod greatly furthering
its progress was the spirit of Nationalism. Theripasm of the people
was beginning to manifest itself in an unwillingae® submit to a
foreign rule over their own national churches.

The sales of indulgencies by John Tetzel as awharby Pope Leo X;
and the subsequent denunciation of the sales bytilMamuther
heightened tension between the Roman Catholic @hand Martin
Luther. The nailing of Martin Luther's 95 theses ttee door of
Wittenberg, on October 31, 1517 also aggravatedttbren.

Pope Leo X by his bull excommunicated Martin Lutireldune

1520. On December 10, 1520, Martin Luther burnt Pagal bull and
copies of the canons or laws enacted by Rwmnan
authorities.

On April 17, 1521, Martin Luther was brought befdiee Diet of

Worms and was urged to renounce all his works atetances against
the Church. He refused bluntly, rather, he madddhewing statement:
“Here | stand, | can do nothing else. God help Araen”.

While Martin Luther was returning home, he was stad by the
soldiers of the Elector Frederick and took him ke tcastle of the
Wartburg for his safety; here Luther was able t@nstate the New
Testament into German in 1521.
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The German states were divided over the meachings of Martin
Luther. The Southern States led by Austria gave Hikegiance to the
Pope while the Northern States were followers ofthbu At the Diet
of Spires in 1529, the Catholic princes were in thejority and
therefore they were favoured and the judgement wagainst the
Lutheran princes. Therefore, to this unequal rylthg Lutheran princes
made a formal protest and from that time they wkmown as
Protestants and their doctrines as the Protesthgion.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Discuss the effects of the RenaissancéherChristian Church
Reformation of the sixteenth century.

2. Discuss a few other antecedent forcedingato the dawn of
Reformation.
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